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IICA Canada

IICA in partnership with 
Canada supports Agricultural 
Development in the Americas

For 40 years, Canada has been a leading member and contributor to the Inter-American Institute for Coop-
eration on Agriculture and a committed player in its institutional reforms. Canada has also played a crucial 
role in fostering the evolution of technical cooperation for agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
This publication reveals the value of a solid partnership based on shared interests, priorities, and goals in 
hemispheric agriculture.
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Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of IICA

‘Sowing Innovation to Harvest Prosperity’

Dr. Víctor M. Villalobos - Director General of 
the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 

(IICA)
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Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of IICA

Dr. Víctor M. Villalobos - Director General of the Inter-American Institute 
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

i. Message
 
Seven decades ago, the world lived in fear of conflagration. War was imminent 
and it was feared that there would not be enough food, and especially not 
enough agricultural raw materials, to meet strategic needs in times of war. At 
the same time, the conviction that agriculture was key to development and to 
feeding the world, and that in the tropical regions of the Americas there was 

an abundant supply of such resources, was beginning to take hold. In this context, what today is the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) was founded in Turrialba, Costa Rica, a small town 
known for heavy rainfall and heat. 

Today, as we proudly celebrate our 70th anniversary, we are convinced that we have a promising future. Work-
ing in concert with our member countries to improve agriculture and rural life, we have accumulated a wealth 
of experience and knowledge related to agriculture in the Americas. 

Some might think that an organization that has been in existence for 70 years may have outlived its useful-
ness. In our case, we are more relevant and more modern than ever and are working to fulfill newly issued 
mandates. Our 34 Member States have entrusted us with promoting a new type of agriculture which is more 
sustainable, more competitive and more inclusive. They have asked us to bring all our human, technical and 
financial resources to bear on promoting innovation in agriculture. Therefore, in all our spheres of action, we 
propose the adoption of new paradigms so that agriculture can contribute to meeting the challenges of con-
cern confronting the international community today - challenges such as food security and climate change.

Today’s challenges are much greater than those that the visionaries who created IICA were attempting to re-
solve. Seventy years ago, there was less pressure on natural resources. Today, more than ever - and given the 
alarm being raised by continued population growth - we must learn to produce more on less land and with 
less water. In the past, we were not as concerned about the climate, the damage being caused by our devel-
opment models or the impact of agriculture on the environment and vice versa. 

Today IICA strives to increase not only knowledge, but also awareness of the need for a new type of agricul-
ture, one that is more sustainable as well as more efficient and productive. Together with our member coun-
tries, we are placing all our hopes on innovation, on the use of agricultural practices such as direct planting 
and conservation tillage, on modern irrigation systems, on bioenergy production and on the improved use of 
advances in biotechnology, to mention only a few.
Because our region is endowed with such biodiversity, is suited to agriculture and is one of the few regions 
with countries in which it is still possible to expand agricultural frontiers, we view the future with optimism. 
We are confident that the new agriculture we are promoting at IICA will be able to meet such colossal chal-
lenges as doubling agricultural production in the next 40 years; however, we are fully aware that this will 
have to be done with less land, using fewer natural resources and also, and this is very important, meeting 
the needs of more demanding and well-informed consumers. If we, as the human race, are to be successful, 
we must put into practice all the scientific knowledge we have generated in recent years. We must do so 
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responsibly, taking much better care of our soils, using water more judiciously and applying agrochemicals 
more wisely, by making available to producers a number of technologies that will enable them to search for 
solutions to the problems we are facing today.

-San Jose, Costa Rica, July 2012
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Le 70e anniversaire de l'IICA au niveau continental 

Dr Victor M. Villalobos - Directeur Général de l’Institut Interaméricain 
De Coopération pour l’Agriculture (IICA)

 Il y de cela sept décennies, le monde vivait dans la peur d'une catastrophe.  La guerre était imminente et on 
craignait qu’il n’y ait pas assez de nourriture et plus particulièrement de matières premières agricoles pour 
répondre aux besoins stratégiques en temps de guerre. En parallèle, l’idée que l'agriculture était essentielle au 
développement et à l’alimentation du monde, et que les régions tropicales de l'Amérique disposaient d’une offre 
abondante de ces ressources, commençait à s’imposer. C’est dans ce contexte qu’a été fondé l'Institut Interaméri-
cain de Coopération pour l'Agriculture (IICA) à Turrialba, une petite ville de Costa Rica, connue pour sa chaleur et 
ses fortes pluies. 
Aujourd'hui, alors que nous célébrons fièrement notre 70e anniversaire, nous sommes convaincus que nous 
avons un avenir prometteur. Travaillant de concert avec nos pays membres afin d'améliorer l'agriculture et 
la vie rurale, nous avons accumulé de précieuses expériences et connaissances liées à l'agriculture dans les 
Amériques. 
D’aucuns pourraient penser qu'une organisation qui existe depuis 70 ans peut avoir vieilli. Dans notre cas, 
cependant, nous sommes plus pertinents et plus modernes que jamais et nous nous efforçons de remplir 
les nouveaux mandats qu’on nous confie. Nos 34 États nous ont recommandé de promouvoir un nouveau 
type d'agriculture plus inclusive, plus concurrentielle et plus durable. Ils nous ont demandé d’investir toutes 
nos ressources, humaines, techniques et financières dans la promotion de l'innovation dans l'agriculture. Par 
conséquent, dans tous nos domaines d'action, nous proposons l'adoption de nouveaux paradigmes pour que 
l'agriculture puisse contribuer à relever les défis qui préoccupent actuellement la communauté internatio-
nale, tels que la sécurité alimentaire et les changements climatiques.
Les défis d'aujourd'hui sont beaucoup plus complexes que ceux que tentaient de résoudre les visionnaires qui 
ont fondé l'IICA. Il y a soixante-dix ans, on exerçait moins de pression sur les ressources naturelles. Aujourd'hui, 
plus que jamais, et étant donné l’inquiétude que produit la croissance continue de la population, nous devons 
apprendre à produire plus, avec moins d'eau et moins de terres. Dans le passé, nous n'étions pas aussi préoc-
cupés par le climat et par les effets néfastes de nos modèles de développement.  Nous ne nous préoccupions 
pas non plus de l’effet de l’agriculture sur l’environnement ou vice-versa.  

Aujourd'hui, l’IICA s'efforce d'augmenter, non seulement les connaissances, mais aussi la prise de conscience 
quant à la nécessité d'un nouveau type d’agriculture, plus durable, plus efficace et plus productif. Avec nos 
pays membres, nous plaçons tout notre espoir en l'innovation (notamment grâce aux systèmes modernes 
d'irrigation, à la production de bioénergie et à l’utilisation améliorée des progrès de la biotechnologie), en la 
conservation et en l'utilisation de pratiques agricoles qui incluent la plantation directe.
Parce que notre région est dotée de cette biodiversité, est adaptée à l'agriculture et est l'une des rares régions 
abritant des pays dans lesquels il est encore possible d'étendre les frontières agricoles, nous entrevoyons 
l'avenir avec optimisme. Nous sommes convaincus que la nouvelle agriculture, dont nous faisons la promo-
tion à l'IICA, sera en mesure de répondre à certains défis colossaux comme doubler la production agricole au 
cours des 40 prochaines années. Nous sommes, toutefois, pleinement conscients que cela devra être fait avec 
moins de terres, en utilisant moins de ressources naturelles, mais aussi et, c’est un élément capital, en répon-
dant aux besoins de consommateurs très bien informés et plus exigeants. Si nous, la race humaine, avons 
une quelconque chance d’y parvenir, c’est en mettant en pratique toutes les connaissances scientifiques que 
nous avons générées au cours des dernières années. Nous devons le faire de manière responsable, en prenant 
plus grand soin de nos sols, en utilisant l'eau raisonnablement, en appliquant les produits agrochimiques 
judicieusement et en favorisant l’accès des producteurs à un certain nombre de technologies qui leur per-
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mettront de rechercher des solutions aux problèmes auxquels nous faisons face aujourd'hui.
Il est essentiel de toujours se rappeler que pour atteindre la sécurité alimentaire, l’augmentation des rende-
ments n'est pas le seul et unique but. La pauvreté est un obstacle que l’on doit surmonter pour assurer la sécu-
rité alimentaire pour tous. Des 1,40 milliard de personnes vivant dans la pauvreté à travers le monde, 1 milliard 
vit dans les zones rurales. Le plus grand potentiel de réduction de la pauvreté se trouve dans l'augmentation 
tant de la production agricole que de l'emploi rural. Il est donc urgent d'augmenter les investissements agri-
coles et d’adopter des politiques publiques qui encourageront la production, y compris chez les producteurs 
les plus pauvres. 
À l’occasion de son 70e anniversaire, l’IICA utilise son histoire comme une plate-forme pour envisager l'avenir 
et pour remercier tous ceux qui, au fil des ans, se sont engagés, en tant qu’employés de l’Institut, à renforcer 
l'agriculture et le développement rural. Plus important encore, nous tenons à reconnaître, en cette occasion, 
le travail de millions d'hommes et de femmes qui cultivent nos champs et font de l’agriculture leur mode de 
vie. 
San Jose, Costa Rica, Juillet 2012
 
Dr. Victor Villalobos is a recognized expert and distinguished author in the fields of agriculture, biology, and natural 
and genetic resources. His research focusses on agriculture biotechnology as a tool for sustainable and sufficient 
global food production.
 
Dr. Villalobos is a strong proponent of technical cooperation. He was the Director of the Agriculture Division (1986-
1990) for the Tropical Agronomic Center for Research and Teaching (CATIE), later serving as Executive Official on 
Biotechnology (1990-1995), and President of the Board of Directors (1999-2003). In 2004, CATIE awarded Dr. Villalo-
bos with an Honorary Doctor’s Degree.

Dr. Villalobos has received many distinguished awards for his contributions. In Mexico, he was appointed twice as 
Undersecretary in the Federal Government, and is a member of the Science and Technology Commission. He is also 
a member of the Royal Agriculture and Forestry Academy of Sweden, and the ‘Scoping Team’ for the Consultant 
Group on International Agriculture Research. 
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Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of IICA Canada

Dr. Víctor M. Villalobos - Director General 
of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

ii. Message

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) was established 70 
years ago against the backdrop of uncertain and challenging times. It has responded 
to the changing needs of the world and has distinguished itself as a partner of choice 
for developing and implementing agricultural programmes that make an impact in the 
hemisphere. Having witnessed the triumphs of the ‘Green Revolution’, and noted the 
value of Information and Communications Technologies, the role of natural resource 
management and the promise of agro-biotechnology, the Institute now has an envi-

able record for knowledge management for sustainable agriculture.

The success of the Institute can be attributed to its visionary leaders, committed and qualified staff, and en-
gaged countries. Canada joined the IICA family 40 years ago and has played a key role in technical co-opera-
tion programmes in the Latin American and Caribbean region since. Additionally, Canada has been providing 
invaluable support for many years at the policy level, through its support and strategic guidance at prepa-
ratory and Board meetings of the Institute. The IICA network has also benefited from Canadian expertise in 
several senior administrative, management and technical positions. There is no doubt that the Institute has 
gained from the involvement of Canada in achieving its mandate. 2012 marks a significant milestone for the 
Institute and also for the Canadian office. It also marks a period when the hemisphere is being tasked with 
finding solutions for feeding the rapidly increasing population. So although many years have elapsed since 
the establishment of this august institution, its relevance remains strong. I therefore wish to commend and 
thank the Government of Canada for its foresight and commitment over the past 40 years and look forward to 
the years ahead, with IICA continuing to facilitate mutually rewarding relationships in agriculture.
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Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of IICA Canada

Honourable Gerry Ritz - Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
        Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board
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The Honourable Gerry Ritz
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
________________________________________
Biography

Born on a farm near Rosetown, Saskatchewan, and driven by a lifelong passion for agriculture, Agriculture Minister 
Gerry Ritz believes in putting “Farmers First”. It means that by ensuring a strong and profitable farm gate the entire 
value chain is better positioned to capitalize on market opportunities, drive the economy and feed the world.

Over his four years as Agriculture Minister, Ritz has worked to ensure a profitable farm gate by improving market 
access around the world and investing in research and development here at home. He has led over 30 trade mis-
sions around the world in an effort to open, reopen and expand market access by promoting a rules and science-
based approach to trade. At home, Minister Ritz works with industry, academia and other levels of government to 
strategically invest in science and innovation that will create new market opportunities for Canada’s hardworking 
producers and processors.

Most recently, Minister Ritz quarterbacked the passage of the historic Marketing Freedom for Grain Farmers Act, 
which is opening the door to new investment, innovation and value-added opportunities for Western Canadian 
wheat and barley growers. Working collaboratively with the provinces, territories and industry, he is leading the de-
velopment of a renewed policy framework for agriculture to meet the ever-changing needs of the farm gate while 
strengthening the entire agriculture industry.

In recognition of his achievements, Minister Ritz received the Western Canadian Wheat Growers "Shovel of Grati-
tude" in January 2012 for delivering marketing freedom for western wheat, durum and barley farmers. Minister Ritz 
was also awarded the first-ever Jim Graham Award by the Canada Beef Export Federation in 2009 for "the greatest 
contribution made to Canadian beef and veal exports". In 2010, he was recognized by the Canadian Pork Council 
for his efforts to maintain global confidence in Canadian pork following the H1N1 crisis.

Minister Ritz has been serving farmers, food processors and all Canadians as Minister of Agriculture since 2007, and 
as Member of Parliament for Battlefords-Lloydminster since 1997. He previously served as Secretary of State for 
Small Business and Tourism and continues to represent his native Saskatchewan as Regional Minister.

In addition to farming, Minister Ritz has owned and operated a general contracting business, and co-owned a 
weekly newspaper. Minister Ritz also has a long history of community involvement including work with economic 
development organizations and coaching hockey. He and his wife Judy live at Brightsand Lake in western Saskatch-
ewan. They have two children and three grandchildren. 
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Message from Minister of State Ablonczy

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 
on its 70th anniversary and to mark Canada’s 40th year as a member of the institute.
The institute is a pillar of the inter-American system, a key partner in achieving the goals of the Summit of 
the Americas and an indispensable forum for advancing the work of the hemisphere’s agricultural sector. The 
institute is a powerful instrument for fostering agricultural development and rural well-being, and it illustrates 
how cooperation among countries of the Americas leads to benefits for all.
A key foreign-policy priority for Canada is deepening ties with our neighbours in the Americas and increasing 
prosperity in the region, and we consider the institute to be an important partner in those efforts. Canada is 
proud to be one of the largest contributors to the IICA. 
In particular, we value the IICA’s work to help build the capacity of those in the sector and the impact of these 
efforts on food security and trade. Our government takes pride in Canada’s own role in the work—performed 
through the institute and alongside other partners—to complete a series of important projects to strengthen 
food security in Haiti. 
On this milestone anniversary, I want to salute the IICA’s Director General, Víctor M. Villalobos, for his dynamic 
leadership and also Audia Barnett and her team at the institute’s Canadian office for their excellent work in 
connecting Canadians to their counterparts throughout the Americas. 
Congratulations to the IICA on this memorable occasion. 

Diane Ablonczy
Minister of State of Foreign Affairs 

(Americas and Consular Affairs)
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Message de la ministre d’État Ablonczy

Je suis très heureuse de saluer l’Institut interaméricain pour la coopération en agriculture (IICA) à l’occasion de 
son 70e anniversaire et de célébrer par la même occasion les 40 ans d’adhésion du Canada à l’Institut.
L’IICA se veut un pilier du système interaméricain, en plus d’être un partenaire central dans la réalisation des 
objectifs des Sommets des Amériques et d’offrir une tribune indispensable pour faire avancer le secteur agri-
cole dans l’hémisphère. C’est donc un puissant instrument de développement agricole et rural, et son travail 
prouve à quel point les pays des Amériques tirent mutuellement profit de leur collaboration. 
Parmi ses priorités en politique étrangère, le Canada veut renforcer ses liens avec ses voisins des Amériques et 
favoriser la prospérité dans la région. Il voit donc dans l’IICA un partenaire important et il est fier de figurer au 
nombre de ses principaux donateurs.
En particulier, le Canada apprécie tout le travail que fait l’IICA pour renforcer les capacités des intervenants 
du secteur agricole et l’influence qu’il exerce sur le commerce et la sécurité alimentaires. Le gouvernement du 
Canada est particulièrement fier de la contribution canadienne aux travaux de l’Institut pour réaliser, par son 
intermédiaire et aux côtés d’autres partenaires, une série de projets d’envergure visant à renforcer la sécurité 
alimentaire en Haïti. 
Je profite aussi de cette occasion mémorable pour saluer le dynamisme du directeur général de l’IICA, M. Víc-
tor M. Villalobos, ainsi que l’excellent travail de liaison entre les Canadiens et leurs homologues des Amériques 
qu’accomplit Mme Audia Barnett et son équipe du bureau de l’IICA au Canada.  
J’adresse mes sincères félicitations à tous et chacun!

Diane Ablonczy
Ministre d’État des Affaires étrangères 

(Amériques et Affaires consulaires)
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The Honourable Diane Ablonczy
Minister of State of Foreign Affairs 
(Americas and Consular Affairs)
________________________________________
Biography

Calgary–Nose Hill (Alberta)
Diane Ablonczy was first elected to the House of Commons in 1993 and re-elected in 1997, 
2000, 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2011. Ms. Ablonczy was appointed Secretary of State (Small 
Business and Tourism) in August 2007 and then Minister of State (Small Business and Tour-
ism) in October 2008. In January 2010, she was appointed Minister of State (Seniors) and, 
in January 2011, she was appointed Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Con-
sular Affairs).
She previously served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance. Ms. Ablonczy 
has been a member of several committees of the House of Commons, including the stand-
ing committees on Citizenship and Immigration, Human Resources Development and the 
Status of Persons with Disabilities, and Health. She has also served on the House of Com-
mons Finance Committee.
Prior to entering political life, Ms. Ablonczy enjoyed a varied career, which included experi-
ences ranging from teaching junior high school to managing a grain farm operation to building a successful law 
practice.
Ms. Ablonczy was named Honorary President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary, which represents members of 
the local Chinese and Vietnamese communities.
Ms. Ablonczy graduated from the University of Calgary and has degrees in education and law.
She is married to Ron and has one daughter, four step-children and five grandchildren.
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Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of IICA Canada

Dr. Audia Barnett - IICA Country Representative for Canada
Message from the IICA Canada Country Representative

Serving as the Representative of the Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA) is a privilege in any country. The role in Canada is 
particularly gratifying as the country has a model agricultural system and 
importantly, a willingness to engage in regional technical cooperation ac-
tivities. The focus on the Americas over the past several years has augured 
well for international development and for forging mutual beneficial rela-
tionships throughout the hemisphere. An institution with credibility, expe-
rience, and knowledge in 32 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
is an invaluable asset. IICA has proven itself to be a worthy facilitator and 
honest broker within the region. 2012 marks two significant milestones for 
the Canadian office - 70 years since the inception of IICA and 40 years since 
Canada joined the IICA family. Over the past four decades, the world has 
witnessed many political, social, economic, and technological changes. IICA 
has been responsive to these changes. As the world grapples with the chal-
lenges of a difficult future, with increased pressure on food supplies and a 
compromised environment, IICA is well positioned to work with countries 
such as Canada to seek and implement practical solutions. The IICA office 
in Canada has been fortunate to have many solid partners who have made the accomplishments over the years 
possible. The office is committed to building on this foundation, strengthening and forging new relationships in the 
public and private sectors, academia, development and funding agencies, and Non-Governmental Organizations.

Audia Barnett holds a M.Sc. in Food Sciences from the University of Alberta, a B.Sc. in Chemistry and Biochemistry and a 
Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of the West Indies (UWI). Dr. Barnett received an award as Research Fellow at the 
MIGAL Galilee Technological Centre (Israel) and the Agrotechnological Research Institute (The Netherlands).  She also re-
ceived the Pelican Award (UWI) and is a Fellow, Americas 2000 Project (Rice University).

Dr. Barnett has extensive experience in food science and technology, having served as Executive Director of the Scientific 
Research Council in Jamaica (2002-2010), Focal Point for the Inter-Governmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol 
on Biosafety, and Vice-President of the Jamaica Society of Scientists and Technologists. 

In 2010, Dr. Barnett was appointed as IICA Representative to Canada. 

Dr. Audia Barnett, IICA Country 
Representative to Canada
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IICA Connecting Canada with the Americas

Preface

To celebrate 40 years of service in Canada, working in agriculture, development, and cooperation with the 
Americas, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) office in Canada is pleased to of-
fer this 40th anniversary commemorative publication highlighting our history and the development of the 
Institute in Canada.

‘IICA in partnership with Canada supports Agricultural Development in the Americas’ acknowledges Canada’s 
invaluable contributions towards the development of the Institute as a whole, and the continuous consul-
tation process between Canada and IICA which started in 1972. This process formed the basis of the solid 
strategic planning undertaken by IICA Canada while demonstrating IICA’s commitment to working with new 
partners and bringing new perspectives on hemispheric political, cultural, and economic systems to Canada. 

In addition, the publication highlights certain projects with particular importance to the development of the 
Institute and its efforts in building solid regional and hemispheric cooperation and development. Through 
these reflections, the value of international cooperation and mutually beneficial relationships emphasize the 
importance of IICA’s role in this truly globalized era. 

Tracing the history of IICA Canada from 1972 through four decades of growth and success, this publication 
highlights the history and the development of the Institute in Canada, as well as perspectives from selected 
professionals who interfaced with IICA throughout the years. The publication places particular focus on the 
personal experiences of Canadians who worked with IICA, the mutuality of benefits accrued through tech-
nical cooperation,  the value of building relationships and the impact these experiences have had on their 
career development. 

IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative publication serves as an acknowledgement of the pivotal 
role the IICA office in Canada plays as an active broker for the Americas and in building a hemispheric com-
munity of practice in the various spheres of agriculture. The publication also serves as a resource for future 
generations of IICA staff members, stakeholders, and partners.

As we proudly celebrate our 40th anniversary in Canada, we are convinced that we have a promising future 
and a vital part to play as we work in concert with our Member States to improve agriculture and rural life in 
the Americas.

IICA Canada extends thanks to our Canadian partners and stakeholders and presents this publication as a 
token in commemoration of the 40 years of partnership between Canada and IICA.
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The solid support made by the Government of Canada directly – through quota contributions and technical 
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as well as private sector, and non-government organizations.

The administrative, technical, and other support received over the years from IICA Headquarters, piloted, 
complemented, and reinforced the efforts of the office and contributed in a real way to the achievements 
documented.  Thanks go particularly to the General Directorates, the Technical Specialists and member coun-
try offices throughout the region. 
Acknowledgement and commendations also go to those who launched and operated the IICA country office 
in Ottawa, Canada during the initial years as well as to the representatives, technical specialists, administra-
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system over the years. 
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IICA Canada Team 

•	 Dr.	Audia	Barnett,	IICA	Representative	in	Canada	
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Acronyms

Acronym        Full Name

AAFC Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

AIC Agricultural Institute of Canada

CARAPHIN Caribbean Animal and Plant Health Information Network

CATIE Tropical Agriculture Research and Training Center

CCAA Canadian Consulting Agrologists Association

CFIA Canadian Food Inspection Agency

CGNA Agri Aquaculture Nutritional Genomic Center

CIDA Canadian International Development Agency

CIDIA Inter-American Centre of Agricultural Documentation and Information

CLAFE Fostering Canadian and Latin America Farmers Exchange

CLASAS Canadian and Latin America and Caribbean Studies in Agricultural Sciences

Codesser Corporación de Desarrollo Social del Sector Rural

CPPC Caribbean Plant Protection Commission’s

CYFF Canadian	Young	Farmer’s	Forum

DFAIT Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade

DMRI Directorate of Management and Regional Integration

DORIN Directorate of Regional Operations and Integration for the Northern Region

DSP Directorate of Strategic Partnerships

DTC Directorate of Technical Cooperation

FADQDI Financière agricole du Québec - Développement international

FAO United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization

FRAQ Féderation de la Relève Agricole du Québec

GAS Government Analytical Services unit of the Barbados Ministry of Agriculture

HandiSTATUS Help with World Animal Disease Status

HandiSTATUS 
II

Help with World Animal Disease Status - version 2

IABA Inter-American Board of Agriculture

IBI International Bio-Food Institute, Montreal, Quebec

ICA Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario

IDRC International Development Research Centre

IFAP International Federation of Agricultural Producers

IICA Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture in Canada

INDAP Instituto de Desarrollo Agropecuario (Chile)

INIFAP Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Forestales, Agrícolas y Pecuarias (Mexico)
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INTA National Institute for Agricultural Technology, Argentina

ISAPLAC IICA/
IDRC Project: 

‘Information System in Animal Production for Latin America and the Caribbean’ 

LAC Latin America and the Caribbean

MERCOSUR Southern Common Market

NAPPO North American Plant Protection Organization

NFA Northumberland Federation of Agriculture, Ontario

NFU National Farmers Union

OAS Organization of American States

OIE Office International des Épizooties / World Organization for Animal Health

PAHO Pan-American Health Organization

PLANLAC Joint Plan of Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean

PROCINORTE  Cooperative Program in Agricultural Research and Technology for the Northern Region

Pro-Huerta Program for Fresh Food Self-sufficiency in Haiti

RIAP Research and Internship Assistance Program

RISPAL Latin American Research Network for Animal Production Systems

UPA Union des Producters Agricoles

USDA US Department of Agriculture

Acronym        Full Name
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Chapter 1: 

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

IICA Headquarters in Costa Rica
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The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

What is IICA?

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is the specialized agency of the Inter-American 
System for the promotion of agriculture and rural well-being. Our efforts are fully focused on making agriculture 
more inclusive, competitive, and sustainable in the Americas.

We have an innovative vision of the challenges facing agriculture, which range from the effects of climate change 
on agricultural production to the urgent need to feed a growing world population; while at the same time creat-
ing opportunities and jobs for the men and women of the rural areas of our member countries.

Faced with such extraordinary challenges, IICA proposes a new paradigm for agriculture: one in which the sector 
will improve national revenues and individual incomes, play a key role in making food security a reality, and is a 
line of defence in mitigating the impacts of climate change. 

Founded in 1942, the Institute has evolved through a continuous process of adjustment of its strategies, ad-
dressing new mandates, and responding to opportunities and challenges related to agriculture and rural life in 
the Americas. 

Since its inception, IICA has placed significant and substantial emphasis on education and training. More re-
cently, the Institute has become involved in the relationship between agriculture and the environment, natural 
resources, and climate change. 

Over the years, the Institute has acquired a wealth of experience in providing provision of technical cooperation 
in the areas of technology, training, and innovation for agriculture, health and food safety, agribusiness, agricul-
tural trade, and rural development.

IICA has also helped Member States meet new challenges in areas such as biotechnology and biosafety, agro-
energy, agro-tourism, organic agriculture, agricultural insurance, rural agroindustry, and rural development from 
a territorial approach.

IICA is focused on meeting the needs of our 34 member states while guaranteeing the efficient use of resources. 
To this end, the Institute works very closely with the ministries of agriculture to develop international public 
goods that help our member countries address common issues at the national, regional, and hemispheric levels. 

The governing body is the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA), comprising the ministers of agriculture of 
the hemisphere. In addition, IICA serves as the secretariat of the Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture in the con-
text of the Summit of the Americas process.

Mission

IICA is the institution of the Inter-American System that provides technical cooperation, innovation, and special-
ized knowledge to contribute to the competitive and sustainable development of agriculture in the Americas and 
to improve the lives of rural dwellers in Member States.
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Vision

To be a leading and innovative institution in the provision of technical cooperation for agriculture, known for its 
contributions to making the agri-food system sector competitive and productive, achieving the sustainable de-
velopment of agriculture, promoting food security, reducing poverty and improving living conditions in the rural 
territories of the Americas, based on its strong technical expertise and capacity to provide solutions to the new 
challenges facing the member countries in these areas.

IICA Principles

• Leadership through excellence   • Environmental responsibility
• Innovation      • Focus on results and accountability
• Interdisciplinary approaches and teamwork  • Efficiency, transparency and financial prudence
• Excellence in performance    • Adherence to rules and regulations
• Partnerships to boost impact    • Equality and equity
• Social responsibility     • Respect for diversity

IICA’s Strategic Objectives (2010 – 2014)

The Institute offers technical cooperation to help member states achieve the following strategic objectives:

1. To improve the productivity and competitiveness of the agricultural sector,
2. To strengthen agriculture’s contribution to the development of territories and to rural well-being,
3. To improve agriculture’s capacity to mitigate the effects of, and adapt to, climate change,  
 and make better use of natural resources, and
4. To improve agriculture’s contribution to food security.

Focused on Meeting the Needs of our Member Countries

IICA meets the needs of the member countries and guarantees efficiency in the use of resources. To this end, the 
Institute develops international public goods that help Member States address common issues, at three levels: 

• National (in each of the 34 Member States),
• Regional (Northern, Central, Andean, Southern, and the Caribbean), and
• Hemispheric (the entire hemisphere),

IICA Member States

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Nica-
ragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela
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Associated Country and Permanent Observers

Arab Republic of Egypt, Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, European Union, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Kingdom of the Netherlands, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Spain. 

What Does IICA do?

IICA’s objective is to help stimulate rural development in member countries as a means to generate economic de-
velopment and the well-being of the people of the region. IICA focuses its efforts on those fields in which it stands 
to have greatest impact:

• The design, analysis, and evaluation of public policies and strategies,
• Strengthening and modernization of institutions,
• Creation and development of capabilities,
• Knowledge management for agriculture and rural well-being, and
• Support for the countries on specific issues and investment projects.

Solutions are sought to national agricultural problems through inter-American cooperation based on common 
support in the areas of research, teaching, and the dissemination of agricultural theory and practice.

Technical Programs

Technical cooperation actions are carried out through six programs:

• Innovation for productivity and competitiveness
• Agricultural health and food safety
• Agribusiness and commercialization
• Agriculture, territories, and rural well-being
• Agriculture, natural resource management, and climate change
• Agriculture and food security

Each program provides hemispheric technical leadership in its respective area of competence; offering guidance 
for the implementation of national and regional projects; and providing the IICA country offices with technical 
cooperation and support in implementing strategies in each country.

Strategic Analysis

IICA’s Center for Strategic Analysis for Agriculture seeks to establish a system of agricultural market information, 
implement a rapid response mechanism for situations that threaten food security, and create a platform for inno-
vation in tropical agriculture, among other actions. The Center helps Member States develop a national vision for 
agriculture and provides the tools they need to conduct prospective analyses and engage in strategic thinking.
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How is IICA Governed?

The Institute has two governing bodies:

• The IABA, comprising the representatives of its 34 member countries, and
• The Executive Committee, comprising representatives of 12 Member States, elected in accordance with 
the principles of partial rotation and equitable geographic distribution

The General Directorate is the executive organ of IICA. It is made up of the technical and administrative units 
through which the activities of the Institute are coordinated and carried out.

The Director General of the Institute receives support from the Special Advisory Committee on Management Is-
sues, a nine-member advisory body whose purpose is to promote regular exchanges between the Director Gen-
eral and member states on administrative and financial matters towards reaching a consensus at the Executive 
Committee.

Regional Operations

IICA’s regional operations are divided into the Andean, Caribbean, Central, Northern Region, and  Southern Cone. 

Canada is part of IICA’s Northern Region, formerly reporting to the Directorate of Regional Operations and Inte-
gration for the Northern Region (DORIN), based in Washington, D.C., U.S.A. All country offices now report to the 
Directorate of Management and Regional Integration (DMRI), based in IICA Headquarters, commonly known as 
Sede Central.

The priorities of the Northern Region are established annually according to the regional technical cooperation 
agenda and IICA’s Medium-Term Plan for the respective period. Priorities are then reviewed by the Tri-National 
Council which provides oversight of IICA’s activities in the Region. 

The Council comprises delegates from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agriculture and Ag-
ri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries, and Food in 
Mexico (SAGARPA). 

The Cooperative Program in Agricultural Research and Technology for the Northern Region (PROCINORTE) is an 
active cooperative program in agricultural research and technology that facilitates cooperative actions of mutual 
interest to the three countries of IICA’s Northern Region (Canada, Mexico, and the USA). 

The Directorate of Management and Regional Integration now collaborates with the Directorate of Technical Co-
operation (DTC) which implements the technical agenda of the Institute through specialists and managers at Sede 
Central.
 
Over the years, DORIN, DMRI, and DTC have identified opportunities for improving productivity and sustainability 
in agriculture. As such, the Institute has responded to emerging trends including biotechnology and biosafety, 
plant and animal health, food safety, trade and agribusiness, and biofuels/agro-energy. 

The various initiatives, projects, and programs implemented by IICA’s Northern Region have contributed to 
strengthening agricultural institutions, horizontal technical cooperation, and partnerships within the Region as 
well as with other Member States in the hemisphere.
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Chapter 2: 

Brief History of IICA
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Brief History of IICA

An Inter-American Aspiration

It is during the most critical years of World War II, Europe had lost its hegemony over vast areas of tropical 
Asia, and was at serious risk of losing others. In the face of such developments, it became necessary to look 
elsewhere for strategic crops such as rubber (latex), certain fibers, medicinal plants, rice, tea, tropical oilseeds 
and plants such as rotenone used to produce insecticides. 

The moment was right to realize a dream that had been nurtured since 1910.

The Americas represented a valid alternative for fostering the development of tropical crops and stock-raising, 
for which it would be necessary to establish research and education systems to address the region’s needs.

The efforts to create an institute that would seek solutions for the region’s problems and fostering mutual un-
derstanding among the leaders of agriculture got underway at the end of the first decade of the 20th Century, 
when the Pan-American Union – now the Organization of American States (OAS) – undertook the important 
task of promoting agricultural development.

The Institute is founded and takes its first steps

The Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IICA) was founded in 1942, thanks to the vision of 
persons such as Henry Wallace, then the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, and Ernesto Molestina, then Direc-
tor General of Agriculture of Ecuador. It was Wallace’s idea to create IICA and Molestina who presented the 
respective resolution. 
 The Institute’s headquarters was established in Turrialba, Costa Rica. Turrialba is a region strategically situ-
ated between South and North America, with characteristics typical of agriculture in the Americas.

The first field office (which subsequently be-
came the Center for Education and Research) 
was officially inaugurated in 1943 at a cer-
emony attended by the President of Cos- ta 
Rica, Rafael Angel Calderon Guardia, and the 
Vice President of the United States of America, 
Henry A. Wallace.
They were accompanied by the Minister of Ag-
riculture of Costa Rica, Mariano Montealegre, 
and the first Director General of IICA, Earl N. 
Bressman. 

The high caliber of IICA’s scientific and aca-
demic activities paved the way for its subse-
quent expansion. In 1944, the first multilateral 
Convention on IICA was signed under which its 
legal status was recognized by different gov-
ernments in the hemisphere.

Ground Breaking Ceremony laying 
the  cornerstone for the new IICA Headquarters  
- Turrialba, Costa Rica, 1943
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Growth of the Institute
 
When the OAS was created in 1948, IICA became the specialized agency for agriculture of the Inter-American 
System, consolidating OAS work by extending its action to every country in the hemisphere. (This task was 
completed in the 1990s when Bahamas joined as a member.)

During the 1970s, IICA carried out a number of specialized multinational programs as part of its strategy 
of hemispheric and humanist projection. During this period, direct research and education activities 
were specifically distinguished from those of a more general nature. This distinction was achieved with 
the establishment of the Tropical Agriculture Research and Education Center (CATIE) in 1973 under the 
CATIE Contract between the Government of Costa Rica and IICA, which was approved by all Member 
States.

By 1964, 21 Member States of the OAS 
had joined IICA.

A new Convention was adopted in 
1979, redefining the Institute’s objec-
tives, adjusting its cooperation actions 
with the member countries, and cre-
ating the IABA as its new governing 
body. The organization was also re-
named, becoming the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (IICA). By that time, membership 
had climbed to 29 Member States.

IICA assumed a leading role in agricul-
tural development and integration in the western hemisphere. The Institute’s advocacy of the need for 
agricultural modernization won support in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), against a backdrop of 
sweeping transformations in international economic policies.

During the 1980s, the Institute coordinated the process of drawing up a hemispheric plan designed to 
reactivate the agricultural sector. This became known as the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reacti-
vation in Latin America and the Caribbean (PLANLAC). The proposal centered on the modernization of 
agriculture, initially including a broad portfolio of hemispheric and sub-regional projects.

During this stage of hemispheric consolidation, the Institute conducted more than 38 multinational projects 
intended to reinvigorate intra- and extra-regional agricultural trade. It also established and consolidated co-
operation agreements with donor countries and international organizations interested in solving the agricul-
tural problems facing the LAC region.

Between 1993 and 2001, IICA’s technical cooperation focused on specific themes while emphasizing partici-
pation, decentralization, and flexibility. In June 2000, the OAS made the IABA (IICA’s governing body), the 
primary ministerial forum in the hemisphere for issues related to agriculture and rural life.

The first IICA field office in 1944, Turrialba, Costa Rica
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The Heads of State and Government of the 
countries of the Americas subsequently 
ratified the OAS General Assembly’s deci-
sion at the Third Summit of the Americas. 
On that occasion, they instructed the min-
isters and secretaries of agriculture to “pro-
mote joint action by all the actors of the 
agricultural sector to work towards the im-
provement of agricultural and rural life that 
enables the implementation of the Plans of 
Action of the Summits of the Americas” at 
the IABA meeting set for November 2001, 
and in cooperation with IICA.

Since the establishment of IICA, ag-
riculture in the Americas has been 
strengthened through hemispheric 
cooperation. Today, 34 IICA offices 
spanning the length and breadth of 
the hemisphere are working together 
to meet the needs of the countries in 
areas including technological innova-
tion, agricultural health and food safe-
ty, agribusiness and commercializa-
tion, territorial management, rural well-being, food security, natural resources, and climate change.
Thanks to the efforts undertaken by the nations of the Americas along with IICA support, today’s Heads of 
State and Government recognize that agriculture and rural life play a key role in alleviating poverty and foster-
ing integral development in Member States.

Milestones in the history of IICA

•	 Establishment	(1942-1945)	

•	 Consolidation	(1946-1949)	

•	 Decentralization	(1950-1959)	

•	 Humanistic	Projection	(1970-1980)	

•	 Reaching	Agreement	(1981-1985)	

•	 Reactivation	of	Agriculture	(1986-1993)	

•	 Beyond	a	Sectoral	Vision	(1994-2001)	

•	 Promoting	Prosperity	in	Rural	Communities	
	 (2002-2010)

•	 Innovation	for	Competitive,	Sustainable,	
	 and	Inclusive	Agriculture	(2011	-	2014)
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The world is preparing for a new agricultural revolution, one that will be built on a new technological para-
digm as well as on new market demands and food chains. This revolution is transforming the way agriculture 
is perceived and the way in which it is practiced.

It is within this context that IICA is placing its knowledge, experience, and strengths at the disposal of its Mem-
ber States in order to achieve, together, competitive, sustainable and inclusive agriculture in the Americas.

 

Directors General of IICA

  
 2010-2014

Dr. Víctor M. Villalobos 
Current Director General 
Mexico    

1970-1982
Dr. José Emilio G. Araujo
Director Emeritus
Brazil

2002-2010
Dr. Chelston W.D. Brathwaite 
Director Emeritus 
Barbados

1960-1969
Ing. Armando Samper 
Director Emeritus
Colombia

1994-2002
Dr. Carlos E. Aquino G. 
Director Emeritus 
Dominican Republic

1969-1970 * 1966-1967
Ing. Carlos Madrid V. 
Director Emeritus
Colombia

1986-1994
Dr. Martín Piñeiro 
Director Emeritus
Argentina

1946-1960
Dr. Ralph H. Allee V. 
Honorary Director
United States of America

1982-1986
Dr. Francisco Morillo A. 
Director Emeritus
Venezuela 

1942-1946
Dr. Earl N. Bressman V.
Director Emeritus
United States of America
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Chapter 3: 

Canada Joins the IICA Family

  
Parliament of Canada
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Canada Joins the IICA Family

In the Beginning…

IICA’s original sphere of operations is the specific geographic setting of Latin America. While the Instrument 
of Accession to the Convention on the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences was first opened for 
signature in 1944, membership during the initial years was somewhat restricted. 

Canadian membership in the Institute was first discussed during the meeting of the Administrative Commit-
tee of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences held in Washington, D.C. from November 11- 15, 
1948. Nevertheless, all agreed that it was impossible under existing circumstances for Canada to become a 
full-fledged member of the Institute. At that time, it was understood that Canada’s main interest in tropical 
products was in manufacturing processes. Nevertheless, participants agreed that some semi-official affiliation 
should be explored.

As such, Canadian participation with the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, was limited to that 
of a donor country during the first few decades. However, as IICA entered the 1960s, it began undergoing an 
active process of evolution. IICA had taken major steps towards establishing physical and technical founda-
tions in other parts of the hemisphere and had demonstrated its usefulness in many different ways.

It was the food crisis of the early 1970s that acted as a catalyst for change. The crisis highlighted to various 
governments in the Americas, including the Canadian Government, the private sector and the general public 
that it was vital to have up-to-date information available on the supply prospects of staple foods. 

During this time, Canada had taken action to strengthen ties with her Latin American and Caribbean neigh-
bors. Through Canada’s membership in FAO and its contribution to the UN/FAO World Food Program, Canada 
shared in the assistance made available to the developing countries in the Western Hemisphere. Assistance to 
agriculture was also provided through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Interna-
tional Development Research Centre (IDRC), and Canadian non-governmental agencies. It was also apparent 
that one way for Canada to develop a stronger relationship with LAC was through increased association with 
regional institutions and organizations. One such organization was IICA.

Canadian Membership in IICA

 Official signing of the launch of the first permanent IICA office in Canada.
Canada signed the Instrument of Accession to the Convention on the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences on February 22, 1972. At that time, the Ministry of Ag-
riculture (now AAFC) was assigned the responsibility of working 
closely with IICA in its efforts to improve the well-being of both 
rural and urban populations in LAC countries.

From 1970 to 1980, the Institute had reaffirmed its standing as 
the specialized agency for agriculture of the inter-American sys-
tem. With the entry of Canada, as well as the entry of the Eng-
lish and Dutch-speaking Caribbean countries and those in the 
northern part of South America, it had assumed a real hemi-
spheric dimension. Official	signing	of	the	launch	of	the	first	

permanent	IICA	office	in	Canada.
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Launch of the IICA office in Canada, 1983
Including: Eugene Whelan – Minister 
of Agriculture Canada, Dr. Francisco 
Morillo – Director General of IICA, and 
Dr. Lyndon McLaren – first IICA Repre-
sentative to Canada.

During the first few years, Canada became a member of the Special Committee of the Annual Meeting of the 
Board of Directors, the Technical Advisory Council, and the Board of Directors. While Canadian input into the 
work of the Institute was still somewhat limited, Canadian aid to the LAC region – through CIDA and other 
Canadian agencies – had been substantial. By 1975, CIDA was collaborating with IICA to undertake a train-
ing program in Haiti on project evaluation and presentation. Under this program, CIDA had provided Cana-
dian exports, equipment, and translation services to train more than 20 Haitians in techniques of identifying 
and developing requests for development assistance for presentation to national and international financing 
agencies.

The overall objective of Canada's international development program was to assist in the economic, technical, 
educational, and social development of developing countries. In the light of the world food situation during 
the mid-1970s and the recommendations coming out of the World Food Conference, greater emphasis was 
placed on agricultural development. It was evident that no one agency or country could solve the many dif-
ficult agricultural development problems. IICA was one of the agencies that could help. Through IICA, Canada 
assisted in overcoming many of these problems. Thus as Paul Gérin-Lajoie, President of CIDA from 1970 to 
1977, said:

"If we accept the concept of cooperation as an encounter between societies which are each, 
in their own way, in the process of development, Canada's relationship with the countries 
of Latin America should create a new rapport, within which each society derives benefits for 
its own development."

Given the level of development in agriculture in the LAC region, and the manner in which agriculture im-
pinged on the lives of the majority of the people living there, it was apparent that one of the most significant 
areas for Canadian cooperation was in agriculture, forestry, and fisheries. This awareness forged the relation-
ship between Canada and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture.

Launch of the IICA Office in Canada 

During the early years of Canada’s membership in IICA, the Ca-
nadian Office was located along with the American Office in 
Washington, D.C. However, in 1983 the IICA Office in Canada 
was officially opened in Ottawa, Ontario. IICA’s National Office 
in Canada was formally inaugurated in October of 1983, with Dr. 
Lyndon McLaren (a Jamaican) as Representative. The ceremony 
was attended by the Director General of IICA and the Canadian 
Minister of Agriculture, the Honorable Eugene F. Whelan.
 
At the time of the launch and continuing until present times, 
IICA’s office in Canada was one of the smallest of the Institute’s 
offices in its member countries. Because of the highly decen-
tralized governance structure of the Canadian government, the 
vast land mass, and Canada’s two official languages, the IICA of-
fice in Canada has had to be highly efficient and strategic in its 
operations. 
However, since Canada had traditionally been both a donor 
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country and a strong supporter of technical support, membership in the IICA system for relevant activities within the 
Americas was critical. 
The establishment of a permanent national office in Canada was a strategic step in further developing 
Canadian partnership and collaboration with LAC countries. Through the national office in Canada, IICA 
was enabled to form new alliances with Canadian institutions and organizations interested in developing 
ties with LAC countries. For example, in 1983 contacts with Guelph University were activated when IICA’s 
Director General visited the university at the invitation of the Director of the Centre for International 
Programs. During his visit, the Director General was a guest speaker in the conference ‘Canada and the 
Future of the Americas’ held at the University of Ottawa, where he gave a presentation entitled ‘Inter-
American Scientific and Technological Cooperation for the Development of the Agriculture Sector’. 
During the first few years of operation, the IICA office in Canada aimed to broaden the scope of the Institute’s 
work, and disseminate information on the Institute and on agriculture in LAC. The IICA Canada office also 
strove to promote new and greater opportunities for ties between Canada and the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

A Turning Point 

A turning point for Canadian membership within the IICA system came in the fall of 1987. From the 31st of Au-
gust to the 2nd of September, Canada hosted the Ninth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture 
in Ottawa, along with the fourth regular meeting of the IABA. The Conference – a specialized agricultural con-
ference of the Inter-American System – was convened every four years by the OAS. The agreements reached 
during this hemisphere-wide summit on agriculture were synthesized in the Ottawa Declaration and in ten 
recommendations, which constituted a mandate for the agricultural sector of the region.

The meeting reached a broad consensus that there was a need to reactivate the economy and spur the de-
velopment of the region. For this purpose, the Ninth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture 
charged IICA to draft a ‘Strategic Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the 
Caribbean’. The Institute was also instructed to seek external resources to finance the preparation of this Plan.

In May 1987, the Institute presented a project proposal for consideration to CIDA. The aim of the project was to 
strengthen the methodological and operating base of IICA’s five programs, which formed the backbone of IICA’s 
activities as described in the 1987-1991 Medium Term Plan. 

Through discussions with officials of CIDA and Agriculture Canada officials, the proposal evolved into specific 
plans for the CIDA project, ‘Technical Assistance on Agriculture: IICA’. CIDA project approval was followed by 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between IICA and CIDA in July of 1988, and by an Adminis-
trative Arrangement between Agriculture Canada and CIDA, naming CIDA as the Canadian Executing Agency 
for the project. 

Joint Plan of Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(PLANLAC)

Under PLANLAC, priority was given to strengthening the integration process currently under way, through the 
solution of common problems. As a result of IICA’s new mandate, IICA made certain organizational and function-
al changes in order to effectively implement PLANLAC. More emphasis was placed on securing of external re-
sources for the promotion, design, and execution of projects and with the countries of the different sub-regions 
and specialized institutions that were interested in the Plan. 
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Shared responsibility was the key to the Plan’s 
success. This four-year multinational project 
was hemispheric in scope. A decentralized proj-
ect, the Program Directorates were responsible 
for the execution of their corresponding sub-
projects while the Director of Programme II was 
charged with overall project coordination.

During the process to design and implement 
the Plan, IICA evolved a new institutional profile that emphasized the implementation of multinational 
actions designed to boost the efforts undertaken by the governments, with support from the IICA Offices 
in their countries. Equally important was the emphasis given to developing topics of strategic impor-
tance for the modernization of the agricultural sector. In this sense, the inter-sectoral relations, conserva-
tion of natural resources and the environment, training, and institutional development, to mention just 
a few, took on new importance. 

Under this new scheme of cooperation, the region was enabled to maximize potential opportunities for co-
operation with industrialized nations, particularly Canada and the United States. Both Canada and the United 
States were signatories of the Ottawa Declaration and had worked with LAC countries to develop the ideas 
and proposals of PLANLAC.

This relationship contributed to coordinated efforts to remove external barriers to financing and trade which 
seriously hindered agriculture from achieving a new 
role in development. While recognizing the possibil-
ity of establishing genuine hemispheric strategies in 
technical cooperation, investment, and trade nego-
tiations with third parties, 

PLANLAC aimed to foster regional integration. In this 
context, IICA focussed its efforts on agricultural modern-
ization and reactivation through policy reform, exploit-
ing the new technologies, export market development 
and measures which recognized the particular needs 
and potential of campesinos (small-scale farmers). 
The Plan provided for a concentration of IICA’s efforts 
through five Program areas (previously ten), with the 
objective of strengthening its multi-national Program 
operations, in order to effectively address the issues 
and make the most of its limited resources. Many of the 
problems of agricultural development and welfare were 
common throughout the LAC regional or sub-regional 
levels. As such, common solutions and dissemination 
mechanisms were deemed appropriate. Moreover, 
multi-national approaches helped build upon inter-
country cooperation opportunities and on the potential 
for market integration. 

Canada supported the Joint Plan of Action or 
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, a major initiative implemented 
by IICA

The Plan of Joint Action implied a new 
strategy for cooperation in support of 
national efforts to define and execute 
agricultural policies that contribute to 
economic and social recovery following 
the international debt crisis of the 1980s. 
This new approach to cooperation rec-
ognized two very important factors. First 
that the development models of the past, 
which focussed on import substitution 
and industrial protection at the expense 
of agriculture, had failed and that new 
development approaches were needed. In 
particular it recognized that agriculture 
could contribute much more to the econo-
mies of the region if its policies were ap-
plied, rather than suppressed. Secondly, 
the new approach recognized that the re-
gion had both the maturity to identify its 
priorities and the political determination 
to engage in joint efforts, and that this 
made it possible to take maximum advan-
tage of available human and institutional 
resources.
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This project represented CIDA’s first major contri-
bution to IICA. About one half of Canada’s contri-
bution to this project came in the form of direct 
support to IICA’s Programs, while the other half 
was made in kind (consultants, equipment, and 
materials). The collaborative support received 
for the project were seen as the initial step in an 
enduring and broad relationship of mutual sup-
port, not just between CIDA and IICA, but also 
between IICA and other Canadian institutions 
interested in becoming involved in LAC. The proj-
ect also provided a privileged channel to the Ca-
nadian services component to establish working 
ties between IICA’s program and Canadian insti-
tutions of mutual interest. 

 According to the June 1989 Inception Report, ‘Technical Assistance on Agriculture: IICA CIDA Project Number 
540/13127,’ IICA’s importance hinged on our capacity to contribute to agricultural development and improve 
the welfare of rural populations in the LAC region. This was particularly important because of political insta-
bility of the region at the time and this was a key factor in CIDA’s decision. It was also determined that the 
economic recovery of the region would further contribute to trade expansion and to Canadian commercial 
interests. Given the weakened state of LAC public sector institutions, IICA held a particularly important role in 
providing leadership and facilitating international cooperation. PLANLAC was predicated on the notion that 
through IICA, Canada could provide assistance in a critical area and period throughout the LAC region.

Since that time, the Institution has generated significant impact in many areas of agricultural development 
and enhancing rural well-being in Americas. Moreover, the IICA office in Canada has contributed to im-
proved collaboration, partnership, and trade between Canada and IICA Member States while encouraging 
and promoting the professional development of Canadians. 

 

Supporting the formulation of sectoral policies at the 
national and subregional levels is part of the mandate 
of Program I
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Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food

 

Gerry Ritz
August 14, 2007 – Incumbent
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Ministers of Agriculture and Agri-Food

Charles (Chuck) Strahl, P.C.
February 6, 2006 - August 14, 2007

Robert (Bob) Speller, P.C., B.A., M.A.
December 12, 2003 - July 19, 2004

Andy Mitchell, P.C.
July 20, 2004 - February 5, 2006

   
Lyle Vanclief, P.C., B.Sc.Ag., 

P.Ag.(Dist.)
June 11, 1997 - December 11, 2003

Ralph Goodale, P.C., B.A., LL.B.
January 12, 1995 - June 10, 1997

Ralph Goodale, P.C., B.A., LL.B.
November 4, 1993 - January 11, 1995
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Ministers of Agriculture and Agri-Food

John Wise, P.C. (2nd time)
September 17, 1984 - September 14, 1988

Ralph Ferguson, P.C.
June 30, 1984 – September 16, 1984

Charles James Mayer, P.C., B.Sc.
January 4, 1993 - June 24, 1993

June 24, 1993 - November 3, 1993

Eugene Whelan, P.C., O.C., 
LL.D., P.Ag. (2nd time)
March 3, 1980 - June 29, 1984

Bill McKnight, P.C.
April 21, 1991 - January 3, 1993

Donald Frank Mazankowski, 
P.C., O.C.,  A.O.E, LL.D.

September 15, 1988 - April 20, 1991
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John Wise, P.C.
(1st time)

June 4, 1979 - March 2, 1980

 Eugene Whelan, P.C., O.C., 
LL.D., P.Ag. (1st time)

November 27, 1972 - June 3, 1979
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Chapter 4: 
Canadian Partnership in IICA
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Canadian Partnership in IICA

Achievement Highlights

Over the years, Canada has become a vital member of the IICA family. Through technical collaboration and 
financial support, IICA has generated a number of projects which impacted rural well-being in the Americas. 
In addition, Canadian involvement and support of IICA’s initiatives have also led to technological innovations 
which have improved not only plant and animal protection efforts in the Americas, but have influenced and 
guided pertinent activities leading to improvements on a global scale. 

This chapter highlights three specific projects which have proven to have tremendous impact: 

1. The Caribbean Animal Health and Plant Protection Information System (CARAPHIN),
2. The Program for Fresh Food Self-sufficiency in Haiti (Pro-Huerta), and 
3. The IICA and PULSE Initiative in Mexico.

 
CARAPHIN
 
IICA and Canada Partnering Together to Create Global Impact

Out of the PLANLAC Program areas, Program V - the Animal Health 
and Plant Protection Information Systems in the Caribbean - was 
particularly noteworthy. 

The purpose of the Animal Health and Plant Protection program was 
to organize and implement an information and data monitoring sys-
tem on the prevalence, and distribution of animal and plant pests 
and diseases in the Caribbean. The goal of this program was to en-
able the governments of the Caribbean to set priorities in the establishment and development of programs 
and projects for bringing such problems under control. 

Under the Program V, the Caribbean Animal Health and Plant Protection Information System (CARAPHIN) 
came into being during a workshop held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. The workshop was attended 
by animal health and plant protection directors from 13 Caribbean countries. 

The CARAPHIN project had two main components. The first aimed to improve knowledge of the important 
animal and plant diseases and pests in the region, through the introduction of computers and relevant soft-
ware applications. The project was regional in scope with 14 par-
ticipating Caribbean countries, including Antigua & Barbuda, Barba-
dos, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, 
St. Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suri-
name, and Trinidad and Tobago. The diseases and pests recorded 
were mainly those that affected international trade. Information on 
diseases of interest was generated by state-operated surveillance 
services in the individual countries. The second component aimed 
at upgrading the technical skills of the personnel who would be 
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working directly with CARAPHIN. Emphasis was placed on 
improving research skills to ensure more complete infor-
mation collection, and on techniques for processing and 
disseminating data. This was to be accomplished through 
annual courses, a periodic bulletin, and advisory services. 
Support was also provided for the development of a lim-
ited number of model projects, initially two: one on plants 
and the other on animals. These models were designed to 
compile more thorough information on priority areas of 
concern. 
The system provided ongoing updates on the real animal 
and plant health situation of the participating Caribbean 
countries, and contributed to facilitating regional agricul-
tural trade by preventing the establishment of unneces-
sary health barriers. As such, CARAPHIN was consistent 
with the IICA’s commitment to 5 of 6 technical coopera-
tion themes - Agriculture and Food Security; Agriculture 
and Food Security; Agriculture, Territories and Rural well-
being; Innovation for Productivity and Competitiveness; 
and Agribusiness and Commercialization. 

CARAPHIN was headquartered at the IICA Office in Trini-
dad and Tobago, under the leadership of Dr. Barry Stemshorn. At that time, the IICA office in Trinidad and 
Tobago was headed by Dr. Chelston Brathwaite, who later became Director General of IICA. 

Dr Stemshorn was employed by IICA while on leave of absence from the Public Service of Canada, with whom 
he was working as Director of the Animal Diseases Research Institute. This was an IICA/CIDA project with 
counterparts provided by each organization. One person was provided through IICA (Barry Stemshorn) and 
another through CIDA and Agriculture Canada.  Through an agreement with Agriculture Canada and the Uni-
versity of Guelph, Dr. Theresa Bernardo, was awarded the role.

During the initial stages, CARAPHIN faced certain technical and logistical difficulties. Without the advances 
and speed of today’s technology, much of the work had to be done manually. Furthermore, the ability to 
transmit data or communicate with counterparts across the Caribbean demanded significant time, flexibility, 
and resourcefulness. 

The CARAPHIN project produced tremendous results. For example, it led 
to an important collaborative activity in plant protection with Mr. Charles 
Schotman from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). This collab-
orative activity resulted in the distribution – through CARAPHIN – of the Ca-
ribbean Plant Protection Commission's (CPPC) database. Mr. Schotman had 
spent many years working on this project and his efforts in the generation 
of the database and the success of the project were seminal. The CPPC da-
tabase was the first of its kind and was user-friendly.  It contained informa-
tion on the biology and control of more than 2,000 plant pests and diseases 
of importance to the Caribbean. It also inspired the development, through 
CARAPHIN, of a similar database on animal health called Help with World 
Animal Disease Status database (HandiSTATUS). 

According to Dr. Stemshorn, 
CARAPHIN provided an excel-
lent opportunity for Canada to 
increase its influence within the 
hemisphere in regards to pests 
and diseases that threatened 
both Canada and the United 
States. As such, the project could 
be seen as an offshore extension 
allowing Canada to protect her 
agricultural sector by taking 
preventative steps in the neigh-
bouring countries. 
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Timely dissemination of information is crucial to contain-
ing outbreaks. Both the CPPC and HandiSTATUS were ex-
tremely useful for quarantine personnel as they generated 
a list of pests and diseases that, based on the commodity 
and the country of origin,  posed a risk to an importing 
country. They also featured maps of distribution by region 
and species affected. 

These databases were available for use by national agen-
cies following the provision of computers and training by 
CARAPHIN. In addition to serving as extraordinary refer-
ences, these databases were dynamic: users of the data-
base were able to update the information for their coun-
try, and submit it for modification on the main database. 

The systems were ground-breaking innovations for the 
time and lent themselves well to global application for both collection and dissemination of information. 
HandiSTATUS soon evolved and was eventually used in more than 100 countries from around the world. The 
first electronic global animal health database recording system, HandiSTATUS provided information (both tex-
tual and mapped displays) on the global distribution of diseases that must be considered in the international 
trade of animals and animal commodities.

 By 1996, HandiSTATUS was adopted by the World Organization for Animal Health / Office International des 
Epizooties (OIE) and was converted to a web application known as ‘HandiSTATUS II’ (Help with World Animal 
Disease Status - version 2).
This web application contained information on animal diseases that had serious consequences for interna-
tional trade or public health and was regularly updated based on the emergency, monthly, and annual reports 
sent to the Central Bureau of the OIE by the veterinary administrations of countries and other official sources.

In its early years, the annual infor-
mation on the animal health situa-
tion worldwide was derived almost 
entirely from the collection and pro-
cessing of the questionnaires on ani-
mal health, common to the FAO, the 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
and the OIE. HandiSTATUS and its 
successors have been distributing 
this information to all countries on 
behalf of the three organisations 
since 1996. 

According to both Dr. Stemshorn and 
Dr. Bernardo, a key feature of CAR-
APHIN’s success in developing an effi-
cient and effective monitoring system 
was the ability to leverage IICA’s vast 
network in the Caribbean. Although 

Dr. Chelston Brathwaite as outgoing IICA 
Representative to Trinidad and Tobago (where 
CARAPHIN was based) handing over the posi-
tion to Mrs. Joan Scott Wallace, 1989

  “Walking in, Theresa and 
I, neither of us with much interna-
tional experience let alone experi-
ence in the Caribbean, were able 
to make a success of this project 
because we at least had access to 
local knowledge and the collabo-
ration of experts in participating 
countries. That was what IICA pro-
vided through its network of na-
tional offices and it was great. IICA 
is a huge resource and it’s not rec-
ognized enough. We need to make 
that capacity visible.”
                              -  Dr. Barry Stemshorn
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many years have passed since CARAPHIN was first initiated in 1987, Dr. Bernardo affirmed the relevance to the 
original program and the continuation of partnership and collaboration between the Canada and the Americas. 
“I think everyone realizes now that diseases don’t respect borders,” said Dr. Bernardo who went on to explain, “To 
deal with problems you need to go to the site where they are happening. People aren’t waiting for problems to 
come to their borders, they are saying let’s attack this where it exists now. So everybody wins. We all need to work 
together on global pandemics or the spreading of pests, such as emerald ash borer which is eating across Canada 
now. These problems have a major impact on our environment, on our trade, on our well-being.” 

Moreover, the ability to draw upon local knowledge and expertise in 14 countries throughout the Caribbean would 
have been impossible without the advantage of being able to leverage partnership and collaboration within and 
between various IICA country offices. A reality, according to Dr. Stemshorn, that still holds true today. “There are 
many important networks to be built,” said Dr. Stemshorn, “Canada can learn and develop partners through IICA 
offices and by participating in their activities… IICA is an agricultural cooperation agency. Canada needs these net-
works, contacts, and knowledge to avoid being isolated from the Latin America and the Caribbean. Geographically 
and linguistically we are somewhat at a disadvantage compared to the USA for collaboration with Latin America 
– and IICA provides networks that can help.” 
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PRO-HUERTA
IICA and Canada Join Forces -

The Promotion of Agriculture and Food Security in Haiti

 A very poignant example of Canada and IICA co-operation can be found in collaborative projects targeting 
Haiti, the poorest and least developed country of all LAC countries. Haiti’s development challenges are mul-
tiple and complex: 70% of Haitians live below the poverty line, and the environment is the most degraded in 
the western hemisphere with only about 1% of forests remaining. Before the 2010 earthquakes, communities 
were already extremely vulnerable, facing a succession of disasters ranging from hurricanes to drought. Today, 
almost 50% of people in Haiti’s earthquake-affected areas is food insecure.

The case of Canada in Haiti provided an ideal example of the modest but serious role that foreign aid can 
play in reinforcing positive local forces for change. Canada has been one of Haiti's biggest aid donors over the 
years. In fact, it is the second largest recipient of foreign aid, after Afghanistan, and Canada has been at the 
forefront of an international effort to help stabilize and develop the country. Canada’s engagement in improv-
ing conditions in developing countries, such as Haiti, demonstrates its commitment to hemispheric solidarity 
and moral responsibility.

The challenges existing in Haiti require long-term commitment from the international community in collabo-
ration with national authorities.

Replicating a Successful Initiative

The Program for Fresh Food Self-Sufficiency (Pro-Huerta) was originally established in Argentina during the early 
1990s by the Argentine National Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA). Pro-Huerta promoted community pro-
duction of fresh food to improve access to a more nutritious and diversified diet. Spanning over 15 years, the ini-
tiative increased access to healthy food for the poorest communities and now extends to all Argentine provinces, 
reaching 3.5 million people with the support of more than 16,000 multiplying agents and a network of 8,000 insti-
tutions. Due to the success of Pro-Huerta, the model was replicated in Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, and Venezuela. 
 
The Pro-Huerta program was launched in Haiti in 2005. Pro-Huerta Haiti was part of a multilateral cooperation proj-
ect among the governments of Haiti, Argentina, and Canada, in partnership with IICA. Support was also provided 
by the Government of Spain and IFAD. 
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The IICA Office in Haiti had been involved in the 
implementation of this initiative when the original 
agreement between the Governments of Argentina 
and Haiti was signed. As a testimony of IICA’s ex-
tensive knowledge and capacity in the region, the 
Institute was entrusted with the role of executing 
agency for the trilateral program.

Pro-Huerta Haiti is aimed primarily at the poorest 
sectors of Haitian society, earning between US$0.00 
- US$1.50 per day. The program provides technical 
support and inputs for production of fresh organic 
foods for self-consumption, foods grown in fruit and 
vegetable gardens for use by families, schools, com-
munities and institutions in rural, peri-urban and ur-
ban areas. The gardens promote food self-sufficiency, 
better diets, and a source of income. By 2009, close to 
10,000 demonstration gardens had been built. These 
gardens helped to improve the quality of life of more 
than 15,000 Haitian families (approximately 103,845 
people). Organic gardens are also being established in schools, prisons, community soup kitchens, and senior 
citizen groups.

The program also conducts training courses with families, schools, women's organisations, communities, and 
institutions such as orphanages. The focus has been on organic vegetable production, constructing demon-
stration gardens, distributing vegetable seeds, and offering technical assistance to help farmers increase the 
diversity and availability of fresh produce. Training includes topics such as: soil fertilisation, biological pest 
control, the production of maize and bean seeds, and how to manage vegetable gardens in the dry season. 
Through these activities, the Pro-Huerta Haiti program ties in with IICA's technical cooperation programs, spe-
cifically those dealing with the following areas of concentration: Agriculture and Food Security; Agriculture 
and Rural Well-Being; and Agribusiness and Commercialization.

In Haiti, where some 2.4 million of the country’s nine million people are considered “food insecure” and half of 
the food consumed in the country is imported, these small gardens are making a difference.

With grassroots leadership at its core, the project focuses on community involvement. The food security pro-
gram also fosters the development of a network through volunteer outreach workers who serve as leaders 
and counsel beneficiaries in agronomy and food practices. Fifteen-hundred volunteers are involved in the 
program and IICA is presently working with more than 500 local agencies to expand this work.

On January 12, 2010, the Haitian capital and several smaller cities and towns were devastated by a catastroph-
ic earthquake with an epicenter approximately 25 km west of Port-au-Prince, Haiti's capital. By January 24, at 
least 52 aftershocks had been recorded. The series of earthquakes killed more than 220,000 people, injured 
300,000 people, and left 1.3 million homeless and the level of food insecurity was critical. However, as a result 
of the Pro-Huerta program, some families were able to fall back on own garden production and help provide 
for some of their food needs. As a response to the catastrophe, IICA also boosted its activities in Haiti by acting 
as a bridge for horizontal cooperation in an effort to help rebuild the country’s agriculture sector and improve 
food security. Of significance is the fact that the Pro-Huerta program increased the number of families benefit-

The Pro-Huerta Program includes financing from 
CIDA-Canada, Spain’s cooperation agency, and 
IFAD. It is benefiting 17,000 families, or nearly 
119,000 people, 67,823 of whom are direct ben-
eficiaries of the agreement being implemented by 
IICA under a cooperation agreement involving Ar-
gentina, Canada, and Haiti.
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ting from the production of fresh foods by 50% and seed 
distribution was expanded in other sections of the country.

By 2010, 11,758 families had benefited from the produc-
tion of vegetables grown in market gardens. In addition, 
700 families participated in poultry production; more than 
2,300 promoters (30% of them women) received train-
ing in setting up market gardens, biological pest control, 
soil fertility, seed production and other topics; and more 
than 1,000 fruit farmers and producers of forest species 
received training in strategies to modernize these produc-
tion chains. Moreover, a group of 23 Haitian agronomists 
and technicians provided training and technical assistance 
to outreach workers and to participants in the ‘ti jaden ògan-
ik’ (Creole for ‘small organic garden’) project. These Haitian 
agronomists and technicians benefited from training and les-
sons learned from the Argentine experience. 

With a cost of US$7 per person a year, Pro-Huerta has proven to be an effective, low-cost solution to the seri-
ous food problems facing the people of Haiti and certain fruit and vegetables have even become an alterna-
tive food supply for many urban inhabitants. The flexibility exhibited through the project and its adaptability 
to local conditions – including the 2010 earthquakes – was such that the program not only succeeded in its 
original goals but expanded much more than originally expected. According to Alfredo Mena, the IICA Rep-
resentative in Port-au-Prince, “Although international cooperation often contributes effectively to improving 
the living conditions of Haitians, it is not often that a program meets with success as rapidly as this one has.”

Much of that success was due to the collaborative efforts between Argentina, Canada, and Haiti, which were 
executed through IICA the Office in Haiti. Working directly with the Ministry of Agriculture in Haiti, the pro-
gram has formed strong and extended community networks, which provided a solid basis for project activi-
ties. 

 

Working from dawn to dusk, in a race against 
time before the start of the rainy season, near-
ly 4000 hectares of farmland were prepared 
for planting in March and April 2010. 



IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative Publication 34



IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative Publication 35

IICA and PULSE Initiative in Mexico

 

Facilitation & Sponsorship Support

Pulse Canada and the IICA office in Canada – with the support of IICA Mexico – have been collaborating for 
years leading up to the first Canada/Mexico Bean Congress in 2004. 

IICA Canada provided the much-needed funding to facilitate the participation of Canadian producers during 
the first Congress. Over first two years, more than 50 researchers, academics and producers benefitted from 
IICA Canada’s support to the Congress. For example, in 2006, IICA Canada co-facilitated a visit by 20 Mexican 
pulse farmers, agronomists, and government officials to Manitoba and Ontario. The visit increased awareness 
of the different Canadian pulse varieties, the agronomy system, and the Canadian pulse market in preparation 
impending tariff reductions through the North American Free Trade Agreement. The IICA and Pulse Canada 
Initiative in Mexico demonstrate an important element of IICA’s broader areas of concentration in technical 
cooperation, particularly that which deals with Innovation for Productivity and Competitiveness.

In January 2007, IICA Canada also co-ordinated and participated in a meeting to discuss the Canada/Mexico 
Bean Congress with Pulse Canada representatives and the Minister of Agriculture at the Mexican Embassy in 
Ottawa. This was followed in February 2007 by a presentation by Greg Cherewyk, then Director of Market De-
velopment for Pulse Canada at IICA’s 8th Annual Tri-National meeting held in Cancun, Mexico.

That year, the IICA offices in Canada and Mexico provided significant support to the 3rd Annual Canada/
Mexico Bean Congress. IICA Canada also sponsored and facilitated the participation of four Canadian bean re-
searchers which aided networking with Mexican counterparts. The IICA Canada Representative and Technical 
Specialist, as well as the IICA Northern Region Director, participated throughout the week long programme.

Following the Congress, IICA facilitated follow-up meetings in Mexico between Pulse Canada, AAFC, and Mex-
ico’s Sistema Producto Frijol (SPF). The IICA offices in Canada and Mexico then supported the visit of an SPR 
industry representative to meet with Pulse Canada in Winnipeg.

In 2008, IICA Canada promoted and sponsored the International Symposium on Pulses, Health, and Nutri-
tion in Mexico. During the Symposium, promotional campaigns regarding the health benefits of consuming 
pulses were shared and discussed. To enhance the discussions, IICA Canada supported the participation of a 
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PAHO expert. The Symposium was attended by some 400 participants, including scientists and communica-
tion experts from the USA, Canada, Mexico, Australia, and South Africa. The IICA Canada Representative and 
an IICA Trade Specialist from Colombia also attended. IICA Canada then disseminated the results of the Sym-
posium to Canadian stakeholders and IICA offices throughout the hemisphere. In recognition of its support, 
IICA Canada was presented with a special plaque of appreciation by the event organizers.

Formal Cooperation between IICA Canada and Pulse Canada

 Pulse Canada and IICA signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2007 with the follow-
ing objectives:

a) To contribute to innovation and market development for pulses in Canada and in LAC as effec-
tively as possible, as a means of hastening the improvement of agricultural and rural development.

b) To establish a framework and legal basis for specific Agreements, Operating Contracts or Letters 
of Understanding that may arise in the future from shared concerns, or in response to proposals for 
collaboration by either Party.

Initially a two-year agreement, the Memorandum was agreed to be automatically extended “for a period equal to 
its effective life unless within six months prior to its conclusion, one of the Parties expresses in writing its desire to 
terminate it.” No evidence of termination has been determined.

Under this agreement, the IICA office in Canada was responsible for facilitating and coordinating communication 
between Pulse Canada and its counterparts in IICA Member States. Also featured in the agreement was IICA’s com-
mitment to provide access to its technical cooperation instruments including the expertise exchange programmes, 
internships, and event sponsorship and/or support.

Together with PAHO, and a number of other institutions, IICA Canada was tasked as an external reviewer of the 2009 
White Paper “Give Peas a Chance.” The final document was launched in 2010.

Contribution to a significant impact

Between 2006 and 2011, Canadian exports of leguminous seeds increased by 115% as shown below (figure 1).
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Source: Global Trade Atlas
Next Steps

Recognizing the value of this tripartite relationship (IICA Canada, Pulse Canada and Mexico) in optimizing the 
market and trade potential for pulses, IICA Canada wishes to study the model for use in other LAC countries, 
with particular focus on Central America.

Exciting potential also exists in the diversification of products (up the value chain). IICA is particularly inter-
ested in exploring potential opportunities in more mature markets in LAC in order to expand our relationship 
with Pulse Canada and broaden possibilities for Canadian producers within the Americas. In this regard, the 
IICA office in Canada looks forward to reactivating what has proven to be a very productive liaison between 
Pulse Canada and IICA.
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CHAPTER 5: 
IICA Canada – Building Capacity through Training, 

Research, and Exchange
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IICA Canada
Building Capacity through Training, Research, and Exchange

Leadership in 21st Century Agriculture requires attributes ranging from acumen in emerging technologies to 
social and environmental awareness.

The ability to respond appropriately against the backdrop of the highly complex globalized economy is there-
fore critical for current leaders.

In an effort to promote the development of leaders with a global vision, IICA Canada encourages training, 
skills development, and exposure to Canadians wishing to obtain inter-cultural and international experience 
in the field of agriculture within the Americas. 

The benefits of investing in human capital through cooperation, exchange, and skills building are many. This 
applies not only for Canada’s southern neighbours but also for the personal and professional development of 
Canadians. 

Through broadening the scope of experiences and immersion in new work cultures and environments – often 
quite different from the Canadian way – an appreciation of the ingenuity, resourcefulness, and ability to adapt 
is continually being fostered by the IICA experience. 

Canadian Support of Education, Training, and Development in the Americas 

Throughout IICA’s existence, the Institute has been focused on agricultural research and education that would 
contribute to development processes within the Americas. As such, the Institute has been very active in pro-
viding its support to Member States in agricultural research and helping train their national personnel. 

IICA’s education and training programs have had significant assistance and financial backing by the Govern-
ment of Canada and several Canadian organizations. For example, in 1976 IDRC supported the first animal 
production systems project in Central America at the Tropical Agriculture Research and Training Center (CAT-
IE). This was followed by a large number of projects in other 
Latin American countries, eventually leading to the formation 
of the Latin American Research Network for Animal Produc-
tion Systems (RISPAL). RISPAL linked 15 projects carried out by 
20 institutions in 10 countries of the region. 

Through RISPAL, local programs, projects, and institutions 
were strengthened with the provision of technical support and 
staff training. RISPAL published seven books, 11 bibliographic 
bulletins, 10 general meeting proceedings, and a glossary of 
technological terms. A bilingual newsletter (Carta de RISPAL) 
was also issued.

To strengthen RISPAL's information service to network proj-
ects, institutions, and collaborating networks, IDRC also sup-
ported an Information System for Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean (ISAPLAC). The ISAPLAC team used a questionnaire 

Financial Support from 
the International Devel-
opment and Research 
Centre in Canada contrib-
uted to the Animal Pro-
duction System Network 
and related Information 
Systems in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.
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to prepare interest profiles for each of the participating 
projects, trained 21 individuals from the various projects 
in information gathering and processing, designated and 
trained a representative from each participating project to 
act as information coordinator between the project and 
ISAPLAC, and constructed a database containing 16,730 
bibliographic references – 80% of them annotated – on 
the topic of animal production. The ISAPLAC team estab-
lished exchange agreements with various other networks 
to share databases, and surveyed RISPAL members to de-
termine their capacity to install and utilize the RISPAL da-
tabase, distributing the database on diskette and CD-ROM 
along with an instruction manual to members with appro-
priate levels of computerization. It also offered services 
such as bibliographic searching, photocopying, interlibrary 
loans, and book lending. ISAPLAC published a directory of 
200 relevant research institutions and researchers in Latin 
America, 15 issues of a quarterly bibliographic bulletin plus 
three special issues, and produced reports on validated 
animal production systems and technologies based on 
survey data from Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Colombia, 
and Peru.

Human resource development, at all levels, is the corner-
stone for sustainable development in every sector. Like-
wise, institutional reforms in agriculture – at the national, 
regional, and hemispheric levels – must be included to 
make institutions and development programs more re-
sponsive to social and environmental concerns while being 
more effective in their responsibility to ensure adequate 
food supply and distribution. 

As former Canadian Technical Cooperation Specialist for 
the IICA Office in Canada Mr. Costain stated, 

“What is good for the hemisphere is also good for Canada. 
We are way up here in the north, with very different cul-
tural background than our neighbours to the South but we do share the continent.” 

By supporting RISPAL, Canada helped facilitate the development of an important knowledge base that con-
tributed to finding appropriate solutions in systems-oriented research and development of initiatives in ag-
riculture. RISPAL successfully promoted research, training, and information services thereby contributing to 
the strengthening of national and regional institutions involved in sustainable animal production. Moreover, 
for the purpose of economic engagement, such programs improved the potential for inter-regional dialogue 
while facilitating trade. 

The RISPAL network operated with IDRC's support from 1981 until 1997. RISPAL was formally coordinated and 
implemented by the IICA since 1986. 

Animal production systems research 
is of significant importance for the 
generation and transfer of improved 
animal production systems for small 
farmers in the region. Through RIS-
PAL, there was strengthening of the 
links between national, regional, 
and international organizations by 
promoting coordination and infor-
mation exchange. The project also 
helped develop research methodolo-
gies for livestock production systems, 
stimulated evaluative and diffuse 
methodologies, validated technolo-
gies, and promoted their use by local 
institutions. 

The world continues to face deep-
rooted problems that not only affect 
the lives of the present population, 
but are anticipated to have negative 
implications for future generations. 
One of the most pressing issues is 
food and nutrition security. In today’s 
globalized context, the support pro-
vided by Canada to less developed 
countries in the development of their 
agriculture and agri-food sectors is 
therefore commendable.
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Canadian Participation in Agricultural Research, Education, Training, 
and Sharing of Expertise in the Americas

In the early years, IICA’s focus was centred on tropical agriculture research and post-graduate education that 
would contribute to development processes of LAC countries. 

The first record of a Canadian student being registered in the Institute’s training program occurred in 1948, 
more than two decades before Canada signed the Instrument of Accession to the Convention on the Inter-
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences. However, during these early years, Canadian participation as stu-
dents within IICA’s academic and training projects was limited. 

This changed in 1995 when IICA began the process of expanding its relationships and role within Canada. IICA 
recognized that if it were to remain relevant to Canadians, it had to evolve beyond working with traditional 
government partners by broadening its networks and partnerships. The intention was to build stronger link-
ages between IICA and the Canadian agricultural community. 

It was at this time that the IICA office in Canada began to expand its operations to include greater focus on 
involving Canadians through training, education, and sharing of expertise. Out of these efforts evolved an 
internship program, as well as the role of Technical Cooperation Specialist based at the IICA Canada office in 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

IICA Canada developed the initial framework for an internship assistance program in 1996. The Internship 
Assistance Program was developed in response to a specific request from the Government of Canada to pro-
mote joint studies and help establish linkages between academic and research institutions in Canada and 
their LAC counterparts. 

These linkages were viewed as a component of an overall strategy towards shaping the agricultural sector in 
the Americas, through the dissemination of science and technology applied to rural development. Addition-
ally, by building stronger relationships with research and teaching institutions there existed an opportunity 
to identify IICA as an organization with excellent technical and scientific capabilities, while fostering joint 
ventures or mutual collaboration projects, and enhancing communications and timeliness of relevant infor-
mation between Canada and LAC countries. 

Developed in cooperation with Agriculture and Agri‐Food 
Canada and Canadian academic and specialized research in-
stitutions, the Internship Assistance Program was unique to 
the Canadian office, one of the 34 IICA offices throughout the 
Americas.

With the objective of providing an avenue for joint research 
projects and sharing of experiences between Canada and LAC 
Member States, the Internship and Exchange Program has be-
come a cornerstone of IICA Canada’s Technical Cooperation 
Agenda.

The IICA Canada Research and Internship Assistance Program 
supports researchers, academics, farmers, agriculture leaders, 
and administrators in sharing knowledge and experience with 

IICA recognized that if it were 
to remain relevant to Canadi-
ans it had to evolve beyond 
working with traditional gov-
ernment partners and broad-
en its networks and partner-
ships. The intention was to 
build stronger linkages be-
tween IICA and the Canadian 
agricultural community.
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The benefits to the universi-
ties have included improved 
access to grants from inter-
national programs, increased 
international profile which 
makes the departments more 
competitive, and strength-
ened linkages with the busi-
ness sector. 

colleagues in the Americas. The program contributes to agricultural health and food safety, technology and 
innovation, trade and agribusiness development, and sustainable rural development in the Americas.

Under the original Program, three initiatives were developed to improve networks and strategic alliances be-
tween Canada and LAC countries: 

i. Canadian and LAC Studies in Agricultural Sciences (CLASAS), 
 an internship program to Canadian scholars,

ii. To foster Canadian and Latin American Farmers Exchanges (CLAFE), and

iii. To development of Strategic Alliances.

The CLASAS project facilitated the development of strategic alliances between IICA and educational and re-
search institutions in Canada, Latin America, and the Caribbean. During the first year of the project, eleven Ca-
nadian scholars were selected and approved to follow their research studies in LAC universities, or agricultural 
research centres. Initial results of the project were highly commended and opened a window of opportunity 
to Canadian scholars and consultants in both private and public sectors within LAC countries.

Similar results were achieved with the CLAFE project. CLAFE was executed in collaboration with Canadian Fed-
eration of Agriculture, the National Farmers Union (NFU), the Union des Producters Agricole (UPA), as well as 
the Partners for Rural Development, Horizons for Friendship, and the CEGEP Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu. During 
the first year of the Farmer-to-Farmer Exchange program, 16 Canadian producers from Quebec, Ontario, and 
Saskatchewan were able to learn from and share experiences with fellow farmers in the Southern, Andean, 
and Central Regions of the Americas. 

Both the Internship and the Farmer-to-Farmer exchange program helped foster strategic alliances between 
the IICA office in Canada and other government and non-government organizations, Canadian universities, 
and civil society organizations representing provincial and national producers’ associations.
IICA Canada has also sponsored a wide range of activities including internships, research exchanges, and 
conferences. These partnerships have contributed substantially to the results obtained for both IICA as well 
as participating organizations. 

In 1999, the IICA office in Canada opened the Internship Program to LAC scientists in order to further strength-
en the linkages between Canadians and their research counterparts in the southern countries of the hemi-
sphere. 

Building on this foundation, IICA worked with individual univer-
sities to create a stronger institutional framework for funding of 
researchers, professors, and students. The goal of these partner-
ships was to promote strategic alliances and collaboration be-
tween Canadian and LAC academic institutions. 

Over the years, education, training, skills-transfer, and relation-
ship-building between Canada and the South have been facili-
tated through program activities and projects executed in col-
laboration with several Canadian institutions. As a result of these 
collaborations, key universities involved in the agriculture field 
have become strong partners of IICA. 
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Over the past decade and a half, the Internships and Exchanges Program has gradually evolved. 

Working with stakeholders from all levels in the agriculture and agri-food system – from primary producers 
through government departments and civil society – IICA Canada established strategic alliances within the 
Americas. In pursuing these goals, the IICA office in Canada redeveloped its strategy in 2005. The new strategy 
was guided and supported by four Technical Cooperation Instruments which were executed through the fol-
lowing activities:
 
•	 Internships: Exchanges in agriculture sciences and research, agribusiness, farmer-to- 
 farmer exchanges, rural youth, as well as information and technology,

•	 Expertise	Exchanges:	Experts working and networking with their counterparts  
 throughout the Americas,

•	 Support	to	Events: Sponsoring and facilitating national and international events linked  
 to IICA Canada’s main priorities, and 

•	 Other	activities: Strengthening existing partnerships and establishing new alliances,  
 developing project proposals, creating and publishing documents, among other things.

The IICA Canada Internship and Expertise Exchange Program continued to be very popular among Canadian and 
LAC producers, researchers, government, and agri-business leaders. Within a decade of operation, more than 170 
academics, producers, and experts from Canada and other IICA Member States had participated in the IICA Canada 
Expertise Exchanges and Internships Program. 

The Internship portion of the program facilitated the interaction between Canadian academics, researchers, pro-
ducers, youth and their counterparts in the LAC region. These internships, in many cases, resulted in concrete out-
comes for the institutions and groups involved. Moreover, the Expertise Exchange program promoted knowledge 
and technology transfer and networking among key Canadian and LAC organizations in priority areas. The benefits 
from these exchanges continued to accrue long after the expert had left. 

Changes made to the program in 2005 channeled a portion of the resources to support internship and expertise 
exchange activities with specific stakeholders, with the remaining resources being used to fund activities that came 
from open calls for proposals. 

Proposals hailed from Canadian professionals, experts, professors, post-graduate students, farmers, and agricul-
tural entrepreneurs. By this time, the program also supported LAC professionals to develop their applications for 
internships, missions, and participation in conferences, seminars, and workshops held in Canada.

Today, IICA Canada’s internship and exchange program is known as the Research and Internship Assistance Pro-
gram (RIAP). The program continues to provide assistance in supporting and sponsoring the academic exchange of 
professionals from Canada and LAC countries with important knowledge transfer in Agricultural Health and Food 
Safety, and Agri-Environmental practices.
Research and Internship Assistance Program (RIAP)

IICA Canada’s Research and Assistance Program fosters integration of university education while strengthen-
ing ties among Canadian and LAC universities, research institutes, as well as public and private institutions.
 
The primary objective of the Research and Internship Assistance Program is to provide an avenue for joint 
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research projects and sharing of experiences between Canada and LAC countries, all towards improving agri-
culture and allied industries in the Hemisphere. 

The program is open to individuals in Canada and other IICA Member countries in LAC from the public and 
private sectors working in agricultural sciences, farming, and agribusiness. RIAP provides grants and support 
to individuals working in agriculture in Canada and LAC. By 2012, more than 250 (See Annex 4) individuals had 
benefitted from IICA Canada’s Research and Internship Assistance program.

The Program supports researchers, academics, farmers, and agriculture leaders and administrators to partici-
pate in activities and projects that contribute to agricultural health and food safety, technology and innova-
tion, trade and agribusiness development, and sustainable rural development in the Americas. 

The program is divided into two components: 

i. Research Projects offer an enviable opportunity for researchers and academics in both the public and 
private sectors to “internationalise” their work by conducting investigative studies in LAC or Canada. This compo-
nent is open to Canadian and LAC agriculture researchers, academics, and graduate students working on research 
projects in agriculture sciences and related areas. These projects serve to create and strengthen strategic linkages 
between Canadian and LAC centres of excellence while encouraging projects of mutual interest and benefit.

Recognizing the importance of mutual collaboration and the contributions of society made by institutions of 
higher education and developmental pursuits, participating institutions desire to promote exchange between 
the faculty, scientific staff, scholars and students at institutions, as well as the exchange of academic, technical and 
research information.

ii. Agriculture Internships provide an opportunity for professionals and young leaders to develop or fur-
ther expand technical skills in agriculture and agri-business. This component is open to Canadian and LAC indi-
viduals working in agriculture sciences and agri-business areas. These practicums, supported by a mentor in the 
hosting institution, can take the form of specific or general skill development. 

These opportunities provide support for future leaders in agriculture. RIAP beneficiaries acquire new knowl-
edge on key issues in agriculture and rural development, enabling them to better contribute to improving the 
situation in their respective countries. These young professionals also benefit from a broadened awareness, 
inter-cultural experience, and the chance to work in a stimulating environment which will help them move 
forward in their professions. 
By helping to fund inter-regional research and internships, RIAP participants gain knowledge, skills and net-
working in agriculture-related pursuits, IICA trains new leaders with a clear vision of the opportunities and 
challenges related to agriculture in the hemisphere.

Bridging the Divide- Encouraging Interaction between Canadian Producers 
and their Counterparts in the Americas

IICA Canada has long sponsored and supported opportunities for producers to gain knowledge, skills, and 
awareness of the Americas. Since 1996, the Fostering Canadian and Latin American Farmers Exchanges (CLAFE) 
program has evolved under RIAP. Today, IICA Canada offers producers the opportunities for farmer exchang-
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es, support and sponsorship of forums, agricultural 
workshops and symposia, research, and many oth-
er opportunities for producers to gain knowledge, 
skills, and awareness of the Americas. 

 Both former Technical Cooperation Specialists, Mr. 
Kimble Costain and Ms. Brandy Coughler Holmes 
who worked directly with young producers through 
RIAP saw great value coming out of the program. 
While acknowledging the value in increasing Ca-
nadian producers’ awareness of potential trade op-
portunities and improving knowledge of the region, 
both specialists noted the impact on finding solu-
tions and on approaching agriculture from a more 
innovative standpoint. According to Mr. Costain, “If 
you look at some of the things we learned… when 
you go to places where producers might not have 
access to the same kinds of technology or level of 
technology you see a resourcefulness that comes 
out in those people. If producers can see how peo-
ple have adapted to challenges and you take that 
ingenuity back home, I think it’s going to serve you well. We saw producers working fields with pretty rudi-
mentary tools and doing quite well and looking at what were the challenges they were facing in terms of 
weather and how they were adapting. You know in Canada it’s easy, you spend a fortune, you buy some new 
technology and you overcome. But some of those solutions are not feasible or in the realm of possibility for a 
lot of producers in some of the countries where we’re working in and you see a level of ingenuity that really is 
inspiring. I think Canadian producers can learn a lot from that.”

In the same vein, Ms. Coughler Holmes went on to compare how development and access to technology has 
in many ways limited Canadian producers. “Innovation,” said Ms. Coughler Holmes, “is not limited to farmers of 
wealth or farmers who have had all of this technology in the North... There has been a lot of innovation done 
out of necessity in Latin America and the Caribbean that is not being taken advantage of by North American 
farmers.” She went on to explain that, “Our farmers have had to be inventive in some ways but we have not 
been as strapped for land, water, or inputs as other countries have. I think the new generation of Canadian 
farmers is realizing that there is an environment that we need to take care of, that there are limited water is-
sues, that there are limited soil resources. We saw erosion and how that takes effect a few years ago but there 
are lots of countries that have been taking care of that for decades and even centuries but we didn’t need to 
do that because we had all this wonderful fresh unworked soil that was just ‘new’ in comparison with soil that 
had been worked in Latin America… Producers from the South can really bring something to the table for 
producers here in Canada.”

In 2011, IICA Canada undertook an assessment of the Internship and Exchange Program during its fifteen year his-
tory. The evaluation process was accomplished mainly through surveys, gathered data on personal, professional, and 
stakeholder impacts, as well as suggestions for the administration and structure of the program. Over the years, pro-
ducers have composed approximately 47% of program participants. The Producer Exchange Program was originally 
developed with the intention to assist the private sector to participate in technical internships, commodity sensitiza-
tion activities, and networking to facilitate trade. However the Program provides an excellent conduit for forging both 
collaborations and innovation between Canadian and LAC producers, processors, traders, and marketers. Within the 

Brandy Coughler Holmes (centre) on mission 
in Barbados, with local IICA Staff - Damien 
Hinds (left) and IICA Representative Joseph 
Peltier (right)



IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative Publication 48

assessment activities, participants reported that these activities evoked a new appreciation of agriculture in Canada 
and the support provided by the government. The trips changed their global view work of agriculture and of how vari-
ous organizations work in different industries. Furthermore, the visits gave them international experience, allowing 
them to meet different people and learn about other cultures. Finally, producer activities also increased participants’ 
motivation in their own work and helped them improve their language skills. 

One of the organizations that IICA Canada has increasingly sought to increase collaborations and activities with is the 
Canadian Young Farmer’s Forum (CYFF). The CYFF is designed to build knowledge and leadership among Canadian 
young famers. 

For example, in 2007, IICA Canada sponsored four CYFF board members (Mark Richards, Ontario; Ian Richardson, New-
foundland; Chris Kletke, Manitoba; and Leona Dargis, Alberta) on a trip to Santiago, Chile and Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
The group raised awareness of the CYFF model among LAC countries through discussions with Ministry of Agriculture 
representatives, various agricultural leaders involved with producer associations, and other young farmers about the 
Forum and the benefits such an organization can bring to young people in rural communities and to agriculture. The 
group then went on to attend the International Federation of Agricultural Producers (IFAP).
Leona Dargis, an award-winning Canadian agriculture student from Alberta, explained the value of being able to share 
ideas with other producers in the Americas. She opined that the CYFF presentations and interaction with other partici-
pants not only benefited their counterparts in the South, but also led to lessons learned for the Canadian group. For 
example, in recounting her experiences, Ms. Dargis said that the IICA-sponsored trip had a positive impact on her view of 
agriculture and increased her appreciation of the global perspective.

Since participating in the IICA-sponsored 2007 trip to Chile and Argentina, Ms. Dargis went on to represent the CYFF at 
the 2010 Third Hemispheric Forum for Young Leaders in Agriculture of the Americas hosted by the University of Nebraska 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, as well as a number of other events hosted or sponsored by IICA Canada. According to her, IICA 
benefits young farmers by supporting and fostering innovation amongst Canada’s youth through opportunities for ex-
change and venues for North-South discussion among producers. “IICA has given me the opportunity to grow into the 
individual I am today by providing me with the skills and knowledge to succeed in my career,” Ms. Dargis said.

“If it wasn’t for my first international trips to Chile and Argentina 
I would not have discovered a passion for wanting to learn more 
about the next generation around the world in agriculture. The 
friendships made along the way have helped me gain a dynamic 
perspective on how to make the most with the opportunities at 
hand. I admire the cultural authenticity and agricultural drive ev-
erywhere I go. I believe that we will have an agricultural industry 
that will prosper in the future all because of the young aspiring 
leaders we encourage today. IICA can contribute to Canada by 
continuing to support the young farmers in providing learning 
and skill development opportunities like the ones I’ve have the privilege of participating in… I be-
lieve that education is the first step in transforming a struggling rural community into a thriving 
one. Many developing nations lack the basic knowledge of water conservation, soil management, 
and animal husbandry methods and if given the chance to learn from countries like Canada – 
young farmers like us – then I think we will be making a real difference in the world. It is through 
organizations like IICA that can make all this possible.” 
                     - Leona Dargis, CYFF
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Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) Director Joe Dickenson 
is a beef and cash crop farmer in the Oil Springs area of Lamb-
ton County, Ontario. In 2010, Dickenson also participated as a 
Canadian CYFF representative to IICA’s Youth Leadership Forum. 
According to Mr. Dickenson, participating in the Forum exposed 
him to other cultures and new ways of looking at issues such 
as the environment and climate change, while realizing that de-
spite the differences, there are many similarities between Cana-
dian producers and our counterparts in the South.

“In talking to other farmers,  there were a lot of differences but 
there were a lot of similarities too. We still have to deal with 
pests, foreign government bank loans, accessibility to land, and 
in some cases succession. Obviously the other thing is just real-
ity and making it work.”  Mr. Dickenson said.
 
Of particular interest for Mr. Dickenson was the ability to 
learn about the challenges LAC farmers and agricultural 
producers are facing while gaining a better understanding of potential markets for his own products and that 
of other Ontario farmers. 

“I work in a global market. I’m a lobbyist for Ontario farmers... It’s good for me to know what’s going on 
outside of Ontario’s borders and outside of Canada’s borders because it helps me understand what I’m 
trying to export, what my competition is dealing with, and what my potential buyers are dealing with. 
Also, as a lobbyist, I want to make sure that we are on a level playing field as our competition.” 
                         – Joe Dickenson, OFA Director  
 

 Mr. Dickenson also pointed out the significant areas for learning by Canadian farmers, particularly in regards 
to the environment and climate change. “One of the really interesting things that I remember was when we 
were talking about Green Energy,” he said. “Here in Ontario that’s becoming a really big thing. We had a couple 
of gentlemen from Brazil and they’ve been on it for 20 or 30 years. It was good to be able to speak to other 
farmers in the Americas, because if there are problems happening with climate change down South, they 
are going to move North. So that was something we could actually learn from them, because they have that 
experience. So how are they dealing with those issues and what are they doing to address those things? We 
should use the experience that’s out there. That is something that I can take back to Ontario.”

On February 1, 2010, eight young people from Quebec participated in the exploratory mission to Chile. All 
of the participants were members of the Féderation de la Relève Agricole du Québec (FRAQ), an organiza-
tion which brings young people in agriculture together to exchange information and enhance collabora-
tive efforts in the changing face of agriculture. The IICA office in Chile joined us facilitating and funding this 
initiative. The goal of the mission was for the group to experience entrepreneurship in the agri-food chain 
in Chile. During the two week mission, the group visited a variety of farms and processing facilities which 
permitted participants to become familiar with agriculture and agrifood system in Chile and to meet other 
young leaders in agriculture. The group thoroughly enjoyed the experience on both a personal and educa-
tional level.

2010 Third Hemispheric Forum for Young 
Leaders in Agriculture of the Americas, 
hosted by the University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln, Nebraska, USA
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The comments made by participants highlight the important contribution made by the IICA Office in Canada 
towards helping to prepare and develop youth while stimulating interest and innovation amongst young 
Canadian producers. 

 

FRAQ participants visiting the Lampa region north of Santiago Chile, 2010.
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Testimonials 

Mateo Remonda, “This experience was one of the best experiences I had in my life. During this whole process, 
I was able to research technologies that mitigate the negative impacts of livestock operations on agricultural and 
human health. I built new relationships with scientists and teachers at the University of Manitoba and the Canadian 
agricultural industry, this gave me the opportunity to learn new techniques, managements, lab operations, and 
regulations. The most important impact of this experience is certainly my development as a global professional 
with strong academic background in innovations, which is needed for agricultural health and sustainability.” 

Fernanda Silva Fortes,  “The Internship had a high impact for me personally and professionally. The intern-
ship gave me a great opportunity to study in a modern University, with the realization of part of my Doctoral Pro-
gram. I gained knowledge and training in research and modern techniques. I learned about Canadian culture and 
improved my English language.”

María de la Paz Sosa Segura, “This internship at PARC gave me the opportunity to learn modern methods 
to evaluate vegetable oils quality, which I will develop in our laboratory for further research, as well as helped me 
to achieve an important objective for my doctoral project. Also, I learned a different way of work, with interesting 
strategies and friendly researchers who strengthened my passion for science and provided me important tools 
to continue my professional development. The same time, internship gave me the opportunity to meet a new 
culture, new people and new places while practicing English. I will always remember the patience and kindness of 
Canadian people during the 4 months I shared with them. Now I know other ways of researching to continue in 
this important discipline as it is ‘research’. Thanks IICA, without you this would have been an impossible dream.”

Natalia Loaiza-Velásquez,      ”This internship represented a unique opportunity. It strengthened my tech-
nical skills in phytobacteriology and molecular biology. I also got a greater perspective of the development of 
science while learning different approaches that could be applied in Costa Rica. It not only provided me with a 
stronger passion to pursue a scientific career in microbial research but could tremendously enhance my chances 
of achieving my dream of securing admission into graduate school of a renowned institution. Moreover, traveling 
to such a multicultural country like Canada allowed me experience first-hand the great value of diversity. I learned 
important life lessons of solidarity and kindness from the Canadian people that I will never forget and always be 
grateful for. My hope would be for this IICA Internship program to continue providing students from developing 
countries with similar opportunities in the future.”

Dr. David Johnston Monje,        “Brazilian ecological agriculture research is world famous, so experience and 
networking with EMBRAPA was invaluable for future collaboration and work in tropical agriculture. I joined the 
lab of Dr. Reis, who has been working on maize microbiology for many years, in the same lab of the late Dr. Do-
breiner, arguably the most famous grass-bacterial research lab in the world. Learning from and publishing with 
EMBRAPA scientists will add the impact of the rhizosphere study and improve the dissemination of the findings 
to the Brazilian research and agriculture community. At a personal level, it was very gratifying to meet and learn 
from so many friendly, interesting people working on plant-microbiology at a world renowned research center. I 
learned Portuguese, I was reminded of the difficulties of working in another country, and I established contacts 
and friendships for future collaboration and visits.”

Dr. Gregory Keefe, University of Prince Edward Island, Canada, 2010       “The exchange was ex-
tremely successful...Strong links were made with CES and Antioquia University ... The excellent working relation-
ship with Colanta management was further enhanced and work has begun on expansion of our initial project... 
to have a sustained positive impact on milk quality in Colombia.” 
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Leona Dargis, CYFF      “This was a fantastic opportunity to learn about all sectors of agriculture within Argen-
tina. In addition the conference took the young farmers on a few farm tours. I remember meeting delegates from 
all around the world and learning even more about agriculture in their countries, what their challenges were and 
how to overcome them. It was then that I realized that agriculture connects the world. When I listened to the dif-
ferent farmers speak, I realized we all shared a similar passion and faced similar challenges. I then began to think 
of myself not only as a primary producer but also as a conscious consumer… I am appreciative for this experi-
ence because it opened my eyes to a world of agriculture.” 
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Chapter 6: 
IICA Canada investing in Human Capital

 
2010 Third Hemispheric Forum for Young Leaders in Agriculture of the Americas, hosted by 
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, Nebraska
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IICA Canada: Investing in Human Capital

Investing in human capital is a necessary part of contributing to a strong, competitive, and prosperous agriculture and 
agri-food sector. IICA Canada is committed to helping Canadians build the skills, knowledge, and inter-cultural awareness 
to compete in the Americas. 

IICA Canada invests in human capital through the dissemination of knowledge, contributing to research initiatives, fa-
cilitating and enhancing partnerships with LAC academic and research facilities. The IICA office in Canada also promotes 
broader cooperation between Canada and other Member States to achieve win-win outcomes for different countries. As 
such, IICA is a great ‘Communications Hub’ wherein country offices can identify their successful experiences and construct 
a network to promote the expertise, solve problems with proven solutions and thus supplement capabilities and efforts.

Thanks to the leadership of its representatives, the IICA office in Canada also strives to promote leadership and knowl-
edge building by supporting events, offering research and internship opportunities (RIAP), supporting Canadian consul-
tants interested in working in the Americas, and by building the capacity of Technical Cooperation Specialists. 

Representatives
Within the last 40 years, the office of IICA in Canada has been lead by 6 representatives. 

IICA Representatives in Canada

Dr. Lyndon McLaren (Jamaica), 1983 – 1986
Originally from Jamaica, Dr. Lyndon McLaren was a Veterinary & Animal Nutritionist with a Bachelor 
of Science in Veterinary Science from the University of Edinburg, a Doctorate in Biochemistry, Physi-
ology and Animal Nutrition from the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. Dr. McLaren spent most 
of his career in the Ministry of Agriculture in Jamaica before starting his career with IICA in 1978 as 
Director of Regional Coordination for the Antillean Zone and then moved on to become Director of 
Supervision and Follow-up at Headquarters in Costa Rica prior to accepting the role of Representa-
tive to the IICA office in Canada. Dr. McLaren was the first person to hold this title which he held from 

1983 to 1986. In 2011, Dr. McLaren was officially recognized and honoured for his contributions to the Institute during his many 
years of service with IICA during the IICA Day ceremonies.

 Dr. Ernani M. da C. Fiori (Brazil), 1987 – 1994
Dr. Ernani Fiori served as IICA Representative to Canada from 1987 to 1994. Originally from Brazil, Dr. Fiori 
holds diploma in Rural Extension and Funding for Agricultural Production from the Universidad Federal, a 
degree in Agronomy from the Universidad Federal de Rio Grande del Sur, and two Master’s degrees. The 
first is in Agricultural Planning and Rural Development from IICA in Bogotá, Colombia. The second is in 
Marketing and Business Management which he undertook in Madrid, Spain. Dr. Fiori has a long and estab-
lished history with IICA. In addition to serving as Representative to the IICA Office in Canada, Dr. Fiori held 
the role of IICA Representative in Venezuela, Suriname, Chile, and Paraguay. In 2008, Dr. Fiori was granted 
the title of Emeritus by IICA, with all of the privileges and prerogative that that title implies.
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 Dr. Mario Seixas (Brazil), 1995 – 2002
Originally from Brazil, Dr. Mario Seixas holds a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture from the 
Universidade Federal Rural do Rio de Janeiro, as well as a Master’s and a Doctorate of Science 
in Agricultural Management from the University of Reading, England. Dr. Seixas was Deputy 
Secretary of State of Agriculture of the Federal District Government in Brazil for 4 years. He later 
became Advisor to the Ministry of Agriculture (EMBRAPA) in Brazil.  Dr. Seixas was granted the 
position of IICA Representative to Canada in 1995. He held this role until 2002 when he was 
appointed as Director of Technical Cooperation at Headquarters in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

Dr. Larry Boone (United States), 2002 – 2003
Dr. Larry Boone served as IICA Representative to Canada from 2002 to 2003. Dr. Boone holds a 
Bachelors of Science and a Masters in Agricultural Economics from the Kansas State University 
and a Doctorate in Agricultural Economics from Washington State University. An American, 
Dr. Boone held extensive experience in agriculture and rural development at the international 
scale prior to accepting this position in Canada. In 1985, Dr. Boone was the recipient of the 
USDA/OICD International Honour Award for excellence in international assistance activities.
  

Dr. Michael Bedoya (Mexico), 2004 – 2010
Originally from Mexico, Dr. Michael Bedoya holds dual citizenship in Mexico and the United 
States. Dr. Bedoya completed a diploma in Veterinary State Medicine – Applied Pathology 
from the University of Edinburg and two doctorate degrees one, in Veterinary Medicine from 
the National Autonomous University of Mexico  and one in Pathobiology from the University 
of Illinois. He had a distinguished career in Mexico, as Director of the American/ Mexican Com-
mission for the Prevention of  foot-and-mouth disease and Director of the National Labora-
tories Network on Animal Health. Dr. Bedoya started his career with IICA in 1985 as Animal 
and Plant Health Specialist in Brazil.  He worked extensively with IICA as Regional Agriculture 

Health and Food Safety Specialist from 1992 to 2004 for the Southern Cone Countries and the Andean region. Dr. 
Bedoya accepted the role of IICA Representative to Canada in 2004,. 
  
Dr. Audia Barnett Jamaica),  2010 - Present 
Originally from Jamaica, Dr. Audia Barnett holds a Master’s in Food Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Alberta, a Bachelor’s of Science in Chemistry and Biochemistry and a Doctorate in 
Chemistry from the University of the West Indies (UWI). Dr. Barnett has extensive experience in 
food science and technology.  She headed the Scientific Research Council in Jamaica prior to 
joining IICA in 2010,  as IICA Representative to Canada. 
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Technical Cooperation Specialists

In the IICA system, the position of Technical Cooperation Specialist is unique to the IICA office in Canada, 
through which individuals are seconded from the Government’s agricultural human resource pool. 

The position itself is a very dynamic one, encapsulating a diversity of tasks and responsibilities as well as the 
potential to travel throughout Canada and the LAC region. The main responsibility of the Technical Coopera-
tion Specialist is to develop and deliver the technical cooperation program consistent with that outlined in 
the IICA Country Strategy. However, activities may be diverse and are dependent on technical priority themes 
of the Medium Term Plan of the overall Institute, as well as those of the Canadian government. These include 
agricultural health and food safety, technological innovation, agri-business and commercialization, manage-
ment in territories, agriculture and rural well-being, food security, natural resources, and climate change.

Reporting directly to the Country Representative, the Technical Cooperation Specialist is responsible 
for implementing the technical cooperation agenda for the current period while engaging in techni-
cal cooperation events in Canada and other IICA Member States. The Specialist is also responsible for 
developing and implementing technical projects towards achieving Institute objectives, expanding 
and maintaining databases for the technical assistance program and networking to build mutually 
rewarding partnerships between Canada and other IICA Member States. 
 
Dr. Raymond Dugas was the first to hold the posi-
tion of Technical Cooperation Specialist within the 
IICA Canada office. Dr. Dugas has a M.Sc. in Veteri-
nary Preventive Medicine and Epidemiology from 
the University of Montreal, a Masters in Public Ad-
ministration and International Management from 
the University of Quebec, and a Doctorate in Veteri-
nary Medicine also from the University of Montreal. 
His previous experience included work in Northern 
Canada, Peru, and Haiti, as well as experience work-
ing with Agriculture Canada’s Food Production and 
Inspection Branch. In 1990, Dr. Dugas accepted the 
role of Coordinator of CARAPHIN before eventually 
joining the IICA office in Canada as Technical Coop-
eration Speciwalist in 1995. Dr. Dugas held this role 
until 2002.

In recent times, the position of Technical Cooperation Spe-
cialist has transitioned into a series of two-year second-
ment agreements with AAFC and Canadian Food Inspec-
tion Agency (CFIA). The Technical Cooperation Specialist 
role – under these secondments – was part of an effort 
to modernize the role and management-administrative 
structure of the IICA Canada office. By integrating senior officers, the IICA Canada office hoped to develop a team 
capable of responding to demands of Canadian stake holders and further building upon strategic cooperation 
with the AAFC and the CFIA.
 

The 2001 IICA Canada team.
Front Row: Larry Boone (IICA Represen-
tative to Canada) and Raymond Dugas 
(Technical Cooperation Specialist)
Back Row: Anita Anderson and Louisa 
Martel (Office Administration) 
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In 2003, Dr. Patricia Pentney joined the IICA Canada office from the Canadian Food Inspection Agency where 
she was project specialist. Dr. Pentney holds a B.Sc. with Honors and a M.Sc. in Environmental Physiology from 
the University of Guelph as well as a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from the Ontario Veterinary College. Dr. 
Pentney was Acting Representative from August 2003 until August 2004. This was a critical period in the 
Canadian political arena and especially for agriculture, which directly impacted IICA’s role in Canada. Im-
portant changes in the national and international context had occurred during this time. As a result, emerg-
ing issues affecting Canadian agriculture, trade, environmental and international aid policies, demanded a 
refocusing and better alignment of IICA Canada. Dr. Pentney’s dedication and success in maintaining IICA 
Canada programs and partnerships during this time were a testament to her tireless effort, professional-
ism, and commitment to IICA. Today Dr. Pentney is Veterinary Biosecurity Specialist for the CFIA’s Office of 
Animal Biosecurity.

Dr. Pentney was followed by Mr. Kimble Costain from May 2005 until February 2008. Mr. Costain holds a B.Sc. 
and a M.Sc. in Biology from the University of New Brunswick and is fluent in English, French, and Spanish. Mr. 
Costain was seconded from the Ministry of Agriculture’s Canadian Food Safety and Quality Program. Having 
spent several years studying, working, and doing research in Latin America, Mr. Costain was excited about the 
prospects of working with the IICA Canada office. According to Mr. Costain, the position of Technical Coopera-
tion Specialist offers tremendous scope for both personal and career development. “As a Technical Coopera-
tion Specialist with IICA Canada,” said Mr. Costain, “I was responsible for product development, implementa-
tion, follow up, for actual on the ground delivery – all 
sorts of things related to the budget and for managing 
the budget... Certainly all of those skills – the network-
ing, the partnership building, and strategic communi-
cations – that I solidified at IICA Canada have been very 
useful. Without question, the experiences that I learned 
at IICA Canada will allow me and help me carry out the 
functions and the responsibilities that I have here at 
Environment Canada.” Following his posting with IICA 
Canada, Mr. Costain returned to Agriculture Canada be-
fore accepting a position as a mid-level policy analyst 
with Environment Canada’s International Affairs Branch 
where he was working specifically with issues related to 
Latin America. Today, Mr. Costain holds the position of 
Senior Policy Advisor for the Latin and South America 
division at Environment Canada’s International Affairs 
Branch. 
In April of 2008, Mrs. Émilie Bergeron replaced Mr. Costain as 
the new Technical Cooperation Specialist under the leader-

From  To  Name of Technical Specialist  Ministry / Organization
07/95  12/02  Raymond Dugas    IICA Brazil
04/03  01/05  Patricia Pentney    AAFC
05/05  02/08  Kimble Costain    AAFC
04/08  01/10  Emilie Bergeron    AAFC
04/10  04/12  Brandy Coughler Holmes   CFIA
04/12  Present Charles Kounkou    AAFC

Patricia Pentney, PhD.
Technical Cooperation Specialist 
(2003 – 2005)
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ship of Dr. Michael Bedoya. Ms. Bergeron holds a B.A. in Political Science from the Université de Montréal and a Master’s 
degree in International Relations from Laval University. Before accepting the role of Technical Cooperation Specialist 
with IICA Canada, Ms. Bergeron was Senior Trade Policy Analyst with Agri-Food Canada for the Western Hemisphere 
Trade Policy Division. During her time with IICA Canada Ms. Bergeron indicated that she learned about technical co-
operation, met extremely inspiring people and made some new friends along the way. Today Ms. Bergeron is a Senior 
Trade Policy Analyst with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Technical Trade Policy Division. 

Following Ms. Bergeron, Ms. Brandy Coughler Holmes joined the IICA Canada office in April of 2010. Ms. 
Coughler Holmes holds a B.Sc. with Honours from the University of Guelph in Environmental Biology with a 
specialization in plant protection. Ms. Coughler Holmes was seconded from the CFIA where she had worked 
as a Plant Protection Inspector, a Feed Inspector, and finally a Survey Biologist prior to taking on the role 
of Technical Cooperation Specialist with the IICA office in Canada. According to Ms. Coughler Holmes, the 
secondment enabled her to fulfill an interest in working in extension and focusing on Latin America while 
contributing to her professional and personal development. According to Ms. Coughler Holmes, “IICA is ev-
erywhere and it’s nourishing agriculture in the Americas. It’s an underlying system that is ever present within 
the Americas. Working with IICA offered me an incredible opportunity to be part of this massive network that 
is active in so many different areas and activities and has such a long history. Through my role as Technical 
Cooperation Specialist, I was able to tap into this massive network and I gained the opportunity to do work 
in other places, make connections, and think about things very differently. If you stay in the same place, the 
same spot, doing things the same way, you don’t grow. Through my experiences with IICA I gained new input 
and it brought a completely different perspective to my work and to my life.” 

 “The job is really looking at the needs and seeing where Can-
ada can offer support, education, and experiences that would 
be of benefit to the other partner countries but also looking 
at that equation from the other way around. You know, what 
can partnerships with other countries in the Americas bring to 
benefit for Canada, such as growing more prosperous trade 
and ensuring food security – ensuring that we are all prosper-
ous – certainly those are benefits of the Technical Coopera-
tion Specialist role with IICA Canada.”
                      - Kimble Costain, MSc.
                                  Technical Cooperation Specialist (2005 - 2008)

“Through my role at IICA Canada, I was connected to masses of people and that’s a benefit to 
Canada. IICA has been present in 32 countries in LAC for 70 years. So the fact that they have 
been in the Americas for so long, IICA has fostered connections. There is this massive network 
of people that are out there already doing this work in agriculture, in research, in extension that 
is not just solely dedicated to agriculture but also the well-being of indigenous populations. So 
knowing that network is there and having created some of those connections is important. The 
Technical Cooperation Specialist role definitely has the potential to help bridge the gap between 
Canada and LAC countries. Because there are things like identifying potential for trade as well as 
helping to identify and solve potential problems.”
 - Brandy Coughler Holmes,  

Technical Cooperation Specialist (2010 - 2012)
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Finally, Mr. Costain noted that the role of Technical Cooperation 
Specialist helps to identify areas of benefit for both Canada and 
other IICA Member States. He explained that the role includes ex-
ploring the potential for win-win situations.

In April, 2012 Mr. Charles Kounkou took over the role of Techni-
cal Cooperation Specialist. An Agricultural Engineer, Mr. Kounk-
ou holds a M.Sc. in Food Processing and Agribusiness. He is also 
in the process of completing an Executive MBA Program. Mr. 
Kounkou was seconded from AAFC where he holds the role of 
Senior Planning Officer. Under the leadership of IICA Canada 
representative Dr. Audia Barnett, Mr. Kounkou will pursue strat-
egy implementation, add value to office responsiveness for 
technical assistance requests as well as to IICA Canada’s abil-
ity to perform, measure, and report on impacts. “The most fas-
cinating thing about IICA,” said Mr. Kounkou, “is the network 
it constitutes. In this world of complexity, I truly believe that 
the network is the most intangible and powerful asset of the 
Institution. I feel very privileged to serve both IICA and Cana-
da’s agenda in this position. I look forward to the coming years 
when I can report on IICA’s impact to my career development 
and follow the achievements that will continue to evolve from 
the IICA and Canada partnership.”

Through the Technical Cooperation Specialist program, the IICA office in Canada has benefitted from 
the different specializations and skills of a number of mid- to senior-level professionals. According to 
former Technical Cooperation Specialist, Ms. Brandy Coughler Holmes, “When the new person comes in, 
they are bringing their experiences, skills, backgrounds, and even our personalities. These differences 
have contributed an interesting element which I think is a benefit to the IICA Canada office.” 

Similarly, Canada also benefits from the Technical Cooperation Specialist program on several levels. 

Firstly, the program assists with the professional development of Canadians who are interested in inter-
national development as it relates to agriculture. By serving with the IICA office in Canada, these profes-
sionals gain a diversity of skills while enhancing their knowledge of the Americas. 

Other outstanding Canadian professionals in international development

Canadians have been actively involved within the IICA system through a tremendous number of initia-
tives over the years. During this time, Canadians have gained tremendous experience and expertise 
through their relationships with IICA in Canada, IICA headquarters in Costa Rica, and on the ground 
working with the many IICA country offices throughout the LAC region.
 
Many in the younger population participating in the RIAP program recognize the potential value such 
experiences, and integration within the IICA system brings to their personal and career development. 
However, in reviewing the history and development of IICA over the past four decades, nowhere is this 
so evident than in speaking with professionals several years or decades following their first placement 
with IICA.

Charles Kounkou, Technical 
Cooperation Specialist 
(2012 - Present)
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Lynda Landry is the Human Resources Director for IICA Headquarters. Ms. 
Landry – originally from Quebec – has been working with IICA for a num-
ber of years. According to Ms. Landry, “Having experience with IICA is very 
interesting from the point of view of experience abroad, in terms of inter-
national experience, and how you deal with issues. It’s similar to what you 
would find in the Canadian context, but with the complexity associated 
with being in a different culture... So issues are a lot more complex because 
you end up working with a whole series of cultures at the same time. The 
benefit obviously is tremendous because it refines your skills.”

Dr. Priscila Henriquez, Specialist, Management of Technological Innovation 
with the IICA office in the United States, is a dual-citizen of Canada and El Sal-
vador. Dr. Henriquez holds a B.Sc. in Agriculture Engineering and Post-Grad-
uate Studies in Business Administration from the Polytechnic University (El 
Salvador), as well as a Masters in Entomology from the University of Alberta 
(Canada), and Ph.D. in Plant Pathology from the University of Greenwich (Eng-
land). She has published extensively in her areas of expertise and has been a speaker in many international 
forums and seminars. She has worked in broadcasting and public education focusing on sustainable agricul-
ture and environmental issues. Currently Dr. Henriquez is IICA’s Technology and Innovation Specialist for the 
Northern Region based at the IICA Office in USA. 

She is also the Executive Secretary of the Cooperative Program in Agricultural Research and Technology for 
the Northern Region (PROCINORTE) which coordinates agricultural research and innovation projects among 
public research institutions of Canada, Mexico and the United States. She has recently given the Representa-
tion of IICA in FONTAGRO. 

Dr. Barry Stemshorn and Dr. Theresa Bernardo both began their international careers through IICA’s CAR-
APHIN project during the late 1980s. 

In discussing the impact that his experiences working with IICA had on his professional development, Dr. 
Stemshorn said: “In my own case, I was director of Canada’s largest veterinary laboratory with about 200 staff 

Lynda Landry, Director 
of Human Resources, IICA HQ

“Improving the conditions of small farmers has been my goal since I gradu-
ated from college and I feel that through this position I contribute to this 
goal.” She went on to explain that, “The multicultural environment, the op-
portunity to learn from many other professional not only an IICA but the 
networks that we promote, the opportunity to share my knowledge to oth-
ers, and the chance to see agriculture and rural development in 34 countries 
is very interesting. It has been a great experience to work and learn from 
many professionals in the agricultural sector of so many countries I’ve had 
the chance to work with. I have made very good contacts that have assisted 
me when I need information and networking. I value the chance to go to dif-
ferent places and work directly with the scientists and professionals that are 
making a difference in agriculture.” 
                                                                                                                         -  Dr. Priscila Henriquez, 

Specialist Management of Technological Innovation
with the IICA office in the United States of America
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and a $12 million budget, very early in my career. I was wondering where my career might go next when this 
opportunity arose. I expected that it would broaden my knowledge of plant health and agriculture systems 
and so on. But the experience proved far richer as I found myself working with 12 different countries, often 
at the level of Permanent Secretaries and Ministers. I don’t think I realized until many years later that this was 
the period where I began to shift my focus beyond veterinary medicine and laboratory management to be 
interested in how governments work. I was gaining broader socio-political and governance experience and 
it was a great two years. I could not have designed a better sabbatical to shift the level of my public service 
experience than those two years in the Caribbean…. It was a hugely formative time.”

After working for IICA, Dr. Stemshorn went on to hold executive positions responsible for laboratories, field 
operations, and policy development for the CFIA, and later served as Director of Operations, Economic and 
Regional Development at the Canadian Privy Council Office. He was then appointed Assistant Deputy Min-
ister for the Environmental Protection Branch at Environment Canada, where he was responsible for federal 
regulations on pollution prevention and control. In recent years, he has worked on projects for Canadian and 
international agencies including the World Bank and the World Organisation for Animal Health (Paris). In 2011. 
Dr. Stemshorn served as the International Co-Chair for a study on the control of mercury pollution in China 
for the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development. Today, Dr. Stemshorn 
continues to be actively engaged in agricultural development within Canada and on a global scale. However, 
“The roots of that shift moving beyond a technical and managerial role,” said Dr. Stemshorn, “developed during my 
IICA assignment.I can think of several other Canadians whose career paths and personal development also benefit-
ted greatly from their experiences with IICA. This is, I think, an important message for Canadian leaders.” 

Dr. Bernardo holds similar thoughts regarding her experiences with IICA. “That whole experience was very 
formational for me and helped set me on my career path. It was crucial. It gave me opportunities to do things 
that I couldn’t do otherwise. More than anything I think it’s the connections, but it’s also the point of view - the 
global perspective which I think is the most important,” said Dr. Bernardo. Following her role with CARAPHIN, 
Dr. Bernardo moved to IICA Headquarters in Costa Rica, eventually becoming acting Director of Agricultural 
Health. She has lived and worked in over 30 countries. She spent 12 years as Director of Information Tech-
nology and Associate Professor of Epidemiology at Michigan State University before shifting to the role of 
Area Manager for Knowledge Management and Communication with the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO), the Americas Regional office of the World Health Organization. To-
day Dr. Bernardo continues to devote her career to looking at how new 
technologies can benefit international development, particularly through 
health and education. She has been featured on the prestigious Technol-
ogy, Entertainment, Design (TED) conference series and is the founder of 
One Health Knowledge Initiatives.

According to Dr. Bernardo, “I think more than ever people are realizing 
our inter-connectedness on this planet and the major challenges fac-
ing us are growing population, increased demands for fixed or finite 
resources. My personal interest is multi-disciplinary problem solving 
of wicked problems facilitated by technology. I think that IICA brings a 
lot to the table. First of all the network, secondly the big picture of agricul-
ture - food, water, energy and how that all fits together with human health. 
IICA can play an important role in that.” 

Canada has vast potential to further leverage its partnership within the 
IICA family in the implementation of not only bilateral strategies but on 
the regional and hemispheric levels as well. Moreover, membership with- in 

“One of the benefits of being 
involved in international de-
velopment is the exposure 
you have to the big picture, 
and to understanding the 
complexity of problems.” 
- Dr. Theresa Bernardo
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the IICA system provides Canadians with a unique opportunity to gain exposure. IICA provides an exhaustive 
network of specialists and technical expertise throughout the Americas which is complemented by a solid 
history in the LAC region for more than 70 years. Through the IICA office in Canada, the ability to leverage 
partnerships, promote hemispheric exchange of knowledge and expertise, while contributing to the devel-
opment of future leaders in Canadian agriculture sectors is unlimited. “We need IICA to connect through to 
the Americas,” said Dr. Stemshorn, “It’s that simple. We will use it to train our people in how to work in these 
cultures, build their language skills, and build their knowledge about the countries and their mechanisms of 
production, the opportunities for investment and partnerships. All of that.”
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Chapter 7: 
The Way Forward
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 IICA Canada
The Way Forward

IICA Canada’s Technical Agenda 2011 – 2014

The IICA Canada 2011-2014 Agenda emphasizes areas where developing and strengthening partnerships 
with Canadians could contribute to a competitive and sustainable agriculture in the Americas. 

Objectives in IICA's Medium Term Plan 2010-2014 and imperatives of the policy-makers, private sector (includ-
ing farmers), public sector, academia, and non-governmental organizations guided the selection of the four 
Areas of Focus. These were designed to be of mutual benefit to Canada and countries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

Focus Area 1 – To improve productivity and competitiveness in the Agriculture Sector

IICA Canada is committed to strengthening collaboration and ties with the private sector. Additionally, as the 
national agricultural policy supports improving competitiveness through innovation, the office is well posi-
tioned to be an ideal facilitator and partner. The areas to be tackled under this objective include:

•	 To	identify	Canadian	commodities	where	collaborations	with	IICA	Member	countries	
 in research, production, and value added products and health benefits could foster 
 win-win relationships,

•	 To	promote	an	Innovation	System	approach	to	selected	Small	and	Medium	Enterprise	
 Stakeholders, and

•	 To	share	information,	Best	Practices	and	experiences	inter	alia	in	the	areas	of	trade	
 facilitation, standards, regulations and markets.

Focus Area 2 – To improve Agriculture’s Contribution to Food Security

As a committed partner in sustainable food security initiatives and through its presence and permanence in 
34 countries of the Americas, IICA is an ideal partner. The specific actions of this objective include:

•	 Collaboration	with	development	and	donor	agencies	for	strategic	assistance	to	the	most	
 vulnerable in LAC, 

•	 Collaboration	with	Canadian	and	international	organisations	to	improve	value	chain	
 management in LAC, and 

•	 Sharing	information,	Best	Practices	and	experiences	inter	alia	on	value	chain	
 management, food safety and relevant contributors to food security and to assist 
 with pertinent policy development.
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Focus Area 3 – To be responsive to technical assistance requests consistent 
with available competencies

In order to effectively respond to specific, technical, demand-driven requests from Member Countries IICA 
Canada will connect needs to available expertise available in Canada and so foster greater hemispheric inte-
gration in technical areas of agriculture. The goals of this objective include:

•	 To	provide	the	most	effective	technical	support	by	promptly	and	efficiently	responding	
 to agricultural capacity building requests from IICA Member Countries, and

•	 To	investigate	and	document	the	competencies	available	in	Canada	and	to	develop	
 effective knowledge management tools.

Focus Area 4 – To cultivate mutually beneficial technical collaborations

IICA Canada firmly believes in the power of collaboration and is therefore aiming to strengthening alliances 
between academia, producers and leaders in agri-business, between Canada and LAC, in areas relating to 
Food Security, Competiveness and Productivity. The goals of this objective include: 

•	 To	provide	impactful	exchange	opportunities	for	capacity	building	in	food	security	
 and competiveness and productivity in agriculture, 

•	 To	develop	and	implement	a	program	focused	at	improving	competiveness	
 and productivity in the agricultural sector while contributing to sustainable food security, and 

•	 To	develop	knowledge	management	tools	to	increase	the	effectiveness	and	impact	of	initiatives.

During the next four years, these four Strategic objectives will guide IICA Canada's efforts in technical cooper-
ation activities. Notwithstanding, IICA Canada will respond to needs as they arise when consistent with other 
priority areas covered in the MTP. 



IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative Publication 67

Partnering with Canadians

The main role of IICA Canada in the elaboration of IICA's Medium Term Plan is that of facilitator. The office 
facilitates/brokers access of technical expertise between Canada and LAC countries. This role is based on two 
strategic activities, building awareness with Canadian stakeholders through proactive networking activities 
and developing stronger relationships with government agencies, academic institutions and private organi-
zations. These two activities are closely linked, as the networking with new Canadian stakeholders will build 
knowledge and trust enhancing their relationship as partners. The partner’s activities facilitate the engage-
ment in opportunities of common interest and the involvement in joint proposals and projects. There are 
growing numbers of IICA Canada stakeholders and partners where mutually beneficial relationships exist, 
with working team activities, as well as, proposals and projects submitted to development agencies.

Keeping IICA Canada Accountable 

As the office embarks on a results-based strategy, performance indicators have been identified for major 
tasks. In addition, a multi-faceted and dynamic communications and monitoring and evaluation strategy will 
be undertaken to engage stakeholders and promote IICA as a partner of choice in adding value to agricultural 
and agri-food system initiatives. 

Enhancing Canadian Involvement in the Americas through Interaction and Exchange

For almost 40 years, Canada has been a leading member and contributor to IICA and a committed player in 
IICA’s institutional reforms and in fostering evolution in technical cooperation for agriculture in LAC. Canada’s 
official representatives to IICA play key roles on the Board and Executive Committee. This proactive participa-
tion has permitted Canada to position itself as a leader in the hemisphere and to give the country both pres-
ence and influence in LAC. In partnership with IICA, departments and agencies such as AAFC and the CFIA have 
been able to share Canada’s experiences in the modernization of agricultural organizations, in the develop-
ment of comprehensive agricultural and agri-environmental policies, and in the creation of world-renowned 
food inspection programs. IICA will also continue to bring leading international experience to Canada.

Canadian private-sector organizations and academics are also taking advantage of Canada’s membership in IICA 
and of IICA’s position as trusted broker in the hemisphere. An example of this is Pulse Canada, representing Canadi-
an pulse producers, that has been working with IICA for several years to strengthen ties with Mexican counterparts 
in issues related to trade and research. This initiative has already provided favourable results to Canadian trade. 
This has also been demonstrated through work done with Canadian agricultural consultants from CCAA to provide 
guidance in modernization and integration processes to private extension consultants in Chile.
As Canada’s policy for renewed engagement in the Americas comes on stream, IICA and its network of 34 
countries stand ready to serve as the country’s natural conduit for promoting development in agriculture and 
rural communities. IICA offers strategic focus, internationally recognized transparent and accountable gover-
nance, management structures, and the technical expertise to bring a multiplier effect to Canada’s engage-
ment in agriculture and rural life of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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Global Food Demand and the Sustainable Intensification of Agriculture

The world as a whole still faces deep-rooted problems that not only affect the lives of the present population, 
but will continue to affect the lives of future generations. Most pressing among these problems are food sup-
ply and security.

Global demand for food has been growing rapidly. Of additional concern, predictions estimate that the world's 
population may grow to nearly 9 billion by 2040 (from 7 billion now), and the number of middle-class con-
sumers may increase by 3 billion over the next 20 years. Assuming that population growth and incomes in 
developing countries continue to rise at rates consistent with the past two decades, the global demand for 
food may increase up to 100 to 110%.

Canada’s agriculture, agri-food, and agri-based sectors provide safe, high-quality food and non-food products 
for consumers both at home and abroad. These sectors also form an important part of the Canadian economy. In 
fact, agriculture and food and beverage processing are Canada’s second largest primary and manufacturing sec-
tors respectively. Encompassing a various number of stakeholders, Canada’s agriculture and agri-food sectors are 
the third largest contributor of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), accounting for $35 billion in exports every year. 

The Canadian agriculture sector is well positioned to meet the needs demanded by a growing global demand 
for food. Canada has vast tracts of arable land, abundant water, a well-established infrastructure, as well as 
long and expansive experience in agriculture. These advantages have an enormous potential to result in more 
and better employment, investment, and trade opportunities within the Americas. 

Facing New Realities in Canada’s Agriculture Sector

As with other sectors of the economy, however, the Canadian agriculture sector faces certain challenges. The international food 
system is changing rapidly. Globalization and broad economic forces such as exchange rates, an aging workforce, evolving tech-
nology and information intensity, demanding regulatory environments, and the reality of distributed work are very real chal-
lenges facing Canada’s agricultural sectors. 

A growing challenge for the Canadian agricultural sector is to achieve environmentally sustainable agriculture. Additionally, re-
search indicates that consumer attitudes and perceptions towards various food safety and environmental issues as well as social 
responsibility increasingly influence purchasing decisions, adding increased pressure on producers. 
Of additional concern, agricultural activity is particularly vulnerable to weather and climate. Extreme weather 
in recent years has taken a substantial toll on human livelihoods around the globe, often detrimentally af-
fecting food production and security. Canada is not immune to the effects of climate change which is already 
having an impact on farming. Moreover, the implications of recent extreme weather conditions have raised 
questions regarding the capacity of agri-food systems to adequately handle future weather patterns and cli-
mate change. 

These factors have important implications for the sector's success today and into the future. As Canada be-
comes more integrated in the global market, it is essential that nations work together to find solutions to com-
mon problems. Moreover, there is an urgent need for emerging leaders, innovators, and professionals within 
Canada’s agricultural sector to respond to contemporary challenges by acquiring the skills necessary to adapt 
and compete in the global economy. 

 International collaboration enables partners to learn from each other’s experiences and share knowledge, 
expertise and best practices. 
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Through such partnerships, Canada can maximize investments through jointly funded projects and activities, 
while avoiding duplication of efforts and ensuring the interoperability of solutions. 

In order to successfully foster collaboration and partnership, there is an incentive to better understand trade 
partners, different management styles, policy development, and the impact of cultural barriers towards coop-
eration, trade, and development.

Building Strategic Partnerships in the Americas

Canada has indicated growing interest in the areas of trade and foreign direct investment with the Americas. 
Under Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s leadership, Canada’s ‘Strategy for the America’s’ has resulted in en-
hanced regional cooperation while generating increased opportunities between Canada and LAC countries. 

As a result, new economic opportunities for Canadians have emerged through Free Trade agreements and 
trade-related negotiations between Canada and LAC countries. For example, excellent export prospects are 
emerging for Canadian industries, particularly in the agriculture and agri-food sectors. It is worth noting that 
Canada has 8 out of 11 FTAs in force or signed with hemispheric countries, thereby illustrating Canada’s com-
mitment to the Americas Strategy.
 
Canadian trade within the LAC region is significant. Nevertheless, there is substantial room to increase and 
invigorate agricultural trade and development, while improving food security, by exploring potential linkages 
and opportunities in the Americas. 
Although there are some cultural similarities between Canada and other nations in the Americas, there are also 
significant differences. Greater comprehension of the different cultures represented within the hemisphere, and 
how cultural dimensions relate to aspects of management, will enhance the accuracy of research and effective-
ness of practice. This is particularly true for northern countries such as Canada and the United States. Moreover, in 
comparison to the United States, Canada is physically, geographically, and linguistically isolated in the Americas. 

Increased Canadian presence and interaction within Latin America and the Caribbean, has the potential to 
lead to increased collaboration and improved regulatory cooperation on agriculture. For example the pos-
sibility of aligning and synchronizing implementation of common classification and labeling regimes may 
reduce unnecessary duplicative costs for producers of agri-food and food products, further streamline regula-
tory decision making, and minimize the delays in bringing products to the marketplace, thereby expanding 
consumer choice without compromising safety, efficacy, or quality.

Often described as “a cultural mosaic,” Canada contains a significant number of sub-cultural identities. How-
ever, there is also a certain level of cultural homogeneity within Canada. Through increased collaboration, 
LAC counterparts may also begin to develop a better understanding of the cultural complexity that exists in 
Canada, as well as the differences in management styles and requirements necessary to enter the Canadian 
market.
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Young Farmers: The Future of Agriculture

Young and beginning farmers are crucial to revitalizing Canada’s agriculture and agri-food processing sectors.

More than half of the world’s population is under 25 years old and investment in young people is fundamental to achiev-
ing the Millennium Development Goals. In order to develop leadership of the future, we must invest in bright young 
minds. Lack of attention to the development of young leaders can result in wasting the great talents of younger genera-
tions and undermine the potential for social change.

Leaders of the agricultural sector in the 21st century face many challenges including the changing role of agriculture in 
development, the need for a global vision, the need to balance food security, energy security and environmental con-
cerns and the need for leadership that is ethical, transparent and accountable. There is also a strong need to manage 
multicultural organizations and cope with diversity.

Understanding the opportunities and challenges for agriculture in today’s world and events that are taking place in this 
area is of fundamental importance to the success of leaders in the agricultural sectors of each country in our Hemisphere. 
As such, IICA has committed to the support and development of young leaders in the agricultural sector as an important 
part of our vision for agriculture and rural life in the Americas.

The Changing Face of Canadian Agricultural Producers

Agriculture is a complex, dynamic industry that plays a major role in the Canadian economy. Not only does the 
Canadian agriculture sector form the basis of Canada’s food supply, but it also supports people employed in 
the business, technology, health, energy and environment sectors across the country.

From a global perspective, the combination of increasing population and increased non-food use for many 
agricultural products has resulted in an explosion of food demand and rising food prices. 

Nevertheless, despite such unprecedented opportunity, the Canadian agriculture and agri-food sector is flag-
ging. Meanwhile, nations such as Brazil, are heavily investing in agriculture, promoting aggressive marketing 
campaigns and becoming fierce competitors.

Although the Government of Canada continues to invest heavily in the agricultural sector, Canada’s share of 
world markets and agricultural productivity is diminishing. There is a strong need for further research, devel-
opment, and innovation with the goal of pursuing new export markets.

Moreover, the average age of the Canadian farmer has never been older. For the first time on record, farmers 
in the 55-and-over age category comprise the highest percentage of total operators. This raises questions 
regarding the sustainability of the country’s agriculture sector. An aging work force in Canada’s farming com-
munity has long been a source of concern as the sector struggles to attract young people. 
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IICA Canada – A Gateway into Agriculture 
in Latin America and the Caribbean

IICA Canada strives to improve collaboration and partnership between Canada and LAC countries. IICA Can-
ada also aims to add value to efforts by Canadian public and private organizations, universities and NGOs 
towards achieving a more productive and sustainable agriculture sector in the Americas. 

One of the key facets to promoting collaboration and partnership lies in IICA Canada’s strong emphasis on 
bridging the gap between policy makers, technical specialists, academics, and producers. The IICA Office in 
Canada brings leading international experience to Canada while promoting agriculture development in Can-
ada and the LAC region. Canadian private-sector organizations and academics can also benefit from Canada’s 
membership in IICA and of IICA’s position as a trusted broker in the hemisphere.

Over the past four decades, IICA Canada has nurtured solid partnerships and is preparing to establish new 
and exciting alliances with the private sector and academia. By helping to integrate Canadians into the hemi-
spheric network of agriculture and environmental professionals, IICA enables Canadians to assess opportuni-
ties for collaboration in areas such as research, policy formulation, risk assessment, trade harmonization and 
agribusiness development. Several IICA Canada activities, designed to provide Canada with value-added sup-
port, have already proven to be successful and effective. IICA offers a valuable service in this area which has 
been evident in discussions with all stakeholders.

In addition, international funding agencies – including Canadian organizations – have recognized the key 
role of agriculture and rural development in the international goals of food security, poverty reduction, and 
economic growth. This has been enhanced by successful results in several countries in Latin America, such as 
Brazil and Mexico, which have reduced poverty indicators, increased food security, and fostered economic 
growth. These improvements, together with agricultural research, have also intensified the interest of Cana-
dian Government agencies involved in trade, agriculture research, and rural development, as well as Canadian 
academic institutions and private organizations. This presents a window of opportunity for IICA Canada to 
improve its role in facilitating the exchange of knowledge and promoting mutually beneficial partnerships 
between Canada and LAC countries. 

IICA understands that in order to foster productive and sustainable agriculture development in the Americas, 
it is important to share best practices and explore joint oppor-
tunities between Member States. 

One of primary and inherent strengths of IICA lies in its focus on 
collaboration, and fostering relationships between a range of 
stakeholders and professionals in Member States. Through col-
laboration and exchange of knowledge, decision makers are able 
to tap into the IICA network to seek opinions, exchange ideas, 
make faster and more efficient decisions, and solve problems at 
the national, regional, and hemispheric levels.

Canada’s official representatives to IICA play key roles on the 
Board and Executive Committee. This proactive participation has 
permitted Canada to position itself as a leader in the hemisphere 
and to give the country both presence and influence in LAC. 

“This is agriculture’s moment. The 
sector’s ability to withstand eco-
nomic crises, its possible contribu-
tions to diminishing the harmful 
effects of climate change and its 
potential for solving the problem 
of hunger and helping to reduce 
social inequality afford us an op-
portunity to rethink our work in the 
countries.”

-  Dr Villalobos; Director General of IICA
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IICA Canada’s role as a facilitator is based on detailed knowledge of the priorities identified by Canadian agen-
cies and institutions. For example, IICA strives to improve the alignment of project proposals to ensure compli-
ance. By distributing and sharing this knowledge with other IICA member countries, there is greater potential 
to align proposals, meet compliance requirements, and thereby increase the success rate in attracting funds. 

Canada has great potential in further developing these types of relationships as there are a great many agri-
culture-related organizations yet to be explored. Among those are both public and private agencies, as well 
as academic and research institutions.

As a member country of IICA, Canada is in a position to leverage the collective wisdom and knowledge within 
and between IICA country offices as well as at the regional and hemispheric level to make faster, more efficient 
decisions, solve problems, seek opinions and exchange ideas.
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Epilogue

Celebrating 40 years of Service in Canadian Agriculture and Development

IICA has come a long way since former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Henry Wallace and Director General of 
Agriculture of Ecuador Ernesto Molestina first launched the Institute in 1942. 

Today, IICA has grown into a well-regarded Institute with 34 Member States, 18 Associated Countries and 
Permanent Observers. 

The IICA Office in Canada has played an active and successful role in the development of agriculture and 
rural communities in the Americas. This success is largely due to the work, involvement and strong commit-
ment of our Canadian stakeholders.

A leading member and contributor, Canada has proven to be a committed player in IICA’s institutional re-
forms and helped foster evolution in technical cooperation for agriculture in LAC countries. In partnership 
with the IICA Canada office, departments and agencies such as AAFC, CFIA share Canada’s experiences in 
the modernization of agricultural organizations, the development of comprehensive agricultural and agri-
environmental policies, and the creation of world-renowned food inspection programs. 

These improvements, together with research performed in these countries, have intensified interest by Ca-
nadian Government agencies, academic institutions, and private organizations interested in trade, research, 
and rural development in the Americas. These developments present an interesting opportunity for IICA 
Canada to broker innovation, information, and knowledge with LAC towards gaining win-win partnerships.

This enhanced role of IICA Canada as a facilitator is based on a detailed knowledge of the priorities identified 
by Canadian agencies which will continue to serve in improving the alignment of proposals, and strengthen 
requirements to ensure compliance. This knowledge will also continue to enable other IICA member coun-
tries to better meet trade requirements while increasing their capacity to attract funds. 

IICA Canada has great potential to develop these relationships as there are many institutions and agencies 
yet to be explored, including those belonging to the provincial governments as well as the private sector.

The active role played by IICA Canada reflects the new partnership approach envisioned by Canada and IICA 
in 1972 and the desire by many Canadian groups to become more integrally linked to the Americas. 

As Canada’s policy for renewed engagement in the Americas comes on stream, IICA and its network of 34 
countries stand ready to serve as the country’s natural conduit for promoting development in agriculture 
and rural communities. IICA offers strategic focus, internationally recognized transparent and accountable 
governance, management structures, and the technical expertise to bring a multiplier effect to Canada’s 
engagement in the agriculture and rural life of LAC.

Ever mindful of the significant contributions by so many professionals in the agriculture and allied sectors, as 
well as their institutions, to the establishment and growth of IICA Canada, this publication serves as a cel-
ebration of the office’s progress and as a resource for future generations. 
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Annex 1: 
Timeline

2012: 
	 •	 On	October	7,	the	Inter-American	Institute	for	Cooperation	on	Agriculture	(IICA)		 	 	
  celebrates its 70th anniversary of working towards agricultural productivity 
  and sustainability in the Americas.
	 •	 On	February		22,	the	IICA	Office	in	Canada	marked	40	years		since	signing	
  the instrument of accession to IICA.

2011: 
	 •	 IICA		Canada	launches	its	2011-	2014		Technical	Cooperation	Strategy	for	Canada.	
2010:
	 •	 Dr.	Victor	Villalobos	is	elected	Director	General	of	IICA	for	the	2010	–	2014	term.
	 •	 The	Medium	Term	Plan	(2010	-2014)	and	Strategic	Plan	(2010	–	2020)	 
  are launched by the Institute.
	 •	 The	project	«	Système	de	financement	et	d’assurances	agricole	en	Haïti	
  (SYFAAH)/ Agricultural financing and insurance systems in Haiti » is approved.  
  The $22,5m project is being implemented by a consortium comprising 
  La Financière Agricole du Québec- Développement International (FADQDI): 
  Development International Desjardins (DID ;) and the Inter-American Institute 
  for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and is being implemented with 
  the generous support of $19 m from CIDA.
 
2007:
	 •	 Prime	Minister’s	policy	announcement	in	July	2007,	indicating	that	Canada	was	
  committed to playing a greater role in the Americas with three objectives 
  as a basis to the Government’s re-engagement in the Americas: democratic 
  governance, economic prosperity and security.

2005:
	 •	 June	of	2005,	Dr.	Brathwaite,	IICA’s	DG		returned	to	Canada	to	give	one	of	
  the keynote addresses of the Economic Forum of the Americas’ 11th Conference 
  of Montreal.
	 •	 In	February,	the	Agriculture	and	Agri-Food	Canada	Deputy	Minister,	Mr.	Len	
  Edwards, visited IICA Headquarters in Costa Rica. This visit, which followed  
  on the heels of a visit by IICA Director General, Dr. Chelston Brathwaite to Canada just 
  two months prior, was the highest ranking visit of a Canadian delegation ever to IICA Headquarters.
2001: 
	 •	 The	3rd	Summit	of	the	Americas	was	held	in	Quebec	City,	April	20	–	22,	2001.	
  The Summit serves as the forum for the hemisphere’s leaders and sets 
  the mandate of the OAS. During the Quebec City meeting, the OAS was officially 
  designated as the Secretariat of the Summit of the Americas Process.

1999:
	 •	 IICA	Canada	opens	the	Internship	Program	in	Agricultural	Sciences	
  and Agriculture Research to LAC scientists to further strengthen the linkages 
  between Canadians and their research counterparts in the countries of the hemisphere. 
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1998:
	 •	 On	September	11th,	1998,	then	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs	Lloyd	Axworthy	
  notified His Excellency Cesar Gaviria Trujillo, Secretary General of 
  the Organization of American States of Canada’s revision of their earlier decision 
  to denounce the Convention on IICA and confirms intention to maintain full 
  membership in the Institute.
	 •	 On	May	11	1998,	the	Canadian	Government	through	the	Office	of	the	Prime	
  Minister of Canada, officially informed the Office of IICA in Canada that as of that 
  day, the Canadian government decided to take the necessary steps to continue 
  Canada’s political and technical relationship with IICA beyond 1998. This 
  notification was a formal announcement of the decision of Canada to maintain 
  its membership as one of the member states of IICA.

1997:
	 •	 The	Canadian	and	Latin	American	Studies	in	Sciences	Project	(CLASAS)	
  and the Canadian and Latin American Farmers' Exchanges Project (CLAFE) 
  projects are executed in collaboration with several Canadian institutions.

1996: 
	 •	 IICA	Canada	launches	its	Internship	and	Expertise	Program.
	 •	 October	3rd,	1996,	the	Canadian	government	informed	IICA	that	Canada	would	
  withdraw from the Institute after December 31st, 1998 and that Canada would 
  terminate its membership in IICA and payment of quota assessments at that time.
	 •	 A	framework	for	cooperation	was	established	between	IICA	and	the	Canadian	
  government to promote joint studies between Canadian and LAC institutions. 
  The immediate purpose of this initiative was to promote joint studies with 
  academic institutions on those areas of priority programs as established by  
  the Governing Bodies of IICA, in which Canadian and LAC institutions have 
  a special competence. 
1990: 
	 •	 Canada	becomes	a	full	member	of	the	OAS	on	January	8,	1990.	Canada’s	
  decision in 1990 to join the OAS signaled a major shift in foreign policy.

1989:
	 •	 Fifth	Regular	Meeting	of	the	Inter-American	Board	of	Agriculture,	9-12	October,		 	 	 	
  San Jose, Costa Rica: Delegation of Canada pays homage to the late Dr. Brian 
  Perkins, Director of the IICA-CIDA Project, who had firmly believed in 
  the important role of IICA in agricultural reactivation in the region. Dr. Perkin’s 
  dedication and his thorough working knowledge of each of IICA’s projects had 
  made it possible to successfully initiate a US$4.5 million Project designed 
  to strengthen the capacity of the Institute to serve the interests of its Member States.

1988:
	 •	 IICA	submits	request	for	institution-building	assistance	from	Canada	in	order	
  to strengthen its capacity across its five program areas. In April, 1988 this request 
  is approved as CIDA project 540/13127, Technical Cooperation on Agriculture – 
  IICA. Agriculture Canada was designated Canadian Executing Agency. 
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1987:
	 •	 In	May	1987,	the	Institute	presented	a	project	proposal	for	the	consideration	
  of CIDA. The aim of the project was to strengthen the methodological 
  and operating base of IICA’s five Programs, which form the backbone of IICA’s 
  activities as described in the 1987-1991 Medium Term Plan.
	 •	 Canada	hosts	the	Ninth	Inter-American	Conference	of	Ministers	of	Agriculture	
  and the fourth regular meeting of the IABA 31 August – September 4, 1987.
	 •	 On	the	occasion	of	the	Ninth	Inter-American	Conference	of	Ministers	of	
  Agriculture, held in Ottawa in September, 1987, the Honorable Monique Landry, 
  Minister of External Relations and International Development, officially 
  announced approval of the project and CIDA’s contribution to its implementation, 
  in the amount of CD$4.5 million. This project represents CIDA’s first contribution 
  to IICA, and is seen as the initial step in an enduring and broad relationship 
  of mutual support, not just between CIDA and IICA, but also between IICA 
  and other Canadian institutions interested in becoming involved in LAC.

1983:
	 •	 IICA’s	National	Office	in	Canada	was	formally	inaugurated	in	October	1983	
  with Dr. Lyndon McLaren as Representative. The ceremony was attended 
  by the Director General of IICA and the Canadian Minister of Agriculture, 
  the Honorable Eugene F. Whelan.
	 •	 October	5,	1983:	The	IICA	office	in	Canada	is	formally	declared	open	by	
  the Hon. Eugene Whelan P.C., M.P., Minister of Agriculture, in the presence of 
  officials including Dr. Francisco Morillo, Director General of IICA, Ambassador 
  Kenneth Williamston, Canada’s Permanent Observer to the OAS, Dr. Armando 
  Samper, a Past Director General and Drs. Luis Montoya and Lyndon McLaren.  
  Also in attendance was Mr. Frank Shefrin, the Canadian representative to  
  the IICA Board in 1972, when Canada acquired membership, and for many years 
  subsequently. This event occurred on the eleventh anniversary of Canada’s 
  adherence to the 1944 Convention of IICA.
	 •	 September	9,	1983:	Through	a	third	person	Note,	reference	no.	EA/CA-094,	
  the Department of External Affairs is advised that IICA’s Director General, 
  Dr. Francisco Morillo, proposes to make an official visit to Ottawa, October 5 to 7 
  1983, to participate in the ceremony to mark the official opening of the Office 
  in Canada of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, and in 
  the International Conference on ‘Canada and the future of the Americas’ at 
  the University of Ottawa.
	 •	 August/September,	1983:	Arrangements	set	in	train	for	rental	of	an	office	at	1565	
  Carling Avenue, Suite 508, Ottawa, Ontario, K1Z 8R1, and a tentative date for 
  formal opening of the office set for October 5.
	 •	 August	8,	1983:	The	Department	of	External	Affairs	of	Canada	responds,	
  indicating that the government welcomes the opening of an IICA Office in 
  Canada and the appointment of Dr. McLaren as Director.
	 •	 June	6,	1983:	The	Director	and	Representative	in	the	United	States	&	Canada,		
  Dr. L. Montoya, by a third person Note no. AE/US-788, formally requests 
  authorization of the Government of Canada for the Institute to open an office 
  in Canada at Ottawa, and to appoint Dr. Lyndon E. McLaren as Director 
  and Representative in Canada. An updated curriculum vitae of McLaren was 
  provided and multiple-entry acceptances sought for his family and himself.
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	 •	 May	16,	1983:	Submission	of	copy	of	draft	Basic	Agreement	(IICA/Canada)	
  through Canada’s Permanent Observer Mission to the OAS, for consideration 
  of Government of Canada (reference no. AE/US-703).
	 •	 May	9-10,	1983:	Official	visit	of	Director	General	to	Canada,	accompanied	by	
  the Director Designate and Representative in Canada and the Director of 
  the IICA Office in Washington. At meetings with the Departments of Agriculture 
  and External Affairs, establishment of the proposed IICA Office, an IICA/Canada 
  Basic Agreement and a Canada/Venezuela Dairy Project were discussed. 
  The Director General was also received by the presidents of CIDA and IDRC with 
  whom he discussed future relations with IICA. The subsequent visit to Guelph 
  and its International Programs Centre occupied a full day on May 11.
	 •	 May	9,	1983:	Delivery	by	the	Director	General	to	the	Minister	of	Agriculture	
  through his Deputy Minister, of a response to his letter #53291 of March 29, 
  relating to the opening of an office in Canada; indicating a commitment to 
  establish the office which is regarded as having great significance for the 
  Institute. (Reference no. OC/DG718 of May 6).
	 •	 April	13,	1983:	Letter,	reference	no.	AE/US-537	to	the	Permanent	Observer	of	
  Canada to the OAS, Ambassador K. Williamson, advising of the Director General’s 
  illness and postponement of his visit.
	 •	 March	29,	1982:	Request	of	the	Director	General	to	speak	to	the	Local	Chapter	
  of the Society for International Development of University of Guelph on 
  ‘the Effect of Political Change in Latin America on Agriculture and Food Production.’
	 •	 March	29,	1983:	A	response	by	Minister	of	Agriculture	to	the	letters	of	
  November 5, 1982 and February 11, 1983, warmly welcoming the opening of the 
  IICA Office, but regretting the departments inability to finance its operating expenses.
	 •	 March	3,	1983:	Letter	of	invitation	from	Professor	D.F.	Forster,	President,	
  University of Guelph, to the Director General to visit Guelph on April 28.
	 •	 February	11,	1983:	Despatch	of	a	follow-up	letter,	reference	no.	OC/DG-222	from	
  the Director General to the Minister of External Affairs, elaborating on points  
  in support of the opening of an IICA/Canada Office.
	 •	 February	11,	1983:	Similar	letter,	reference	no.	OC/DG-221,	sent	to	Minister	
  of Agriculture with a request for his support in obtaining permission to open the office.
	 •	 In	mid-1983,	contacts	with	Guelph	University	were	activated	when	IICA’s	
  Director General visited the University at the invitation of the Director of 
  the Centre for International Programs. 

1982:
	 •	 December	30,	1982:	Letter	and	enclosure	from	Mr.	Claude	Brouillard,	until	
  recently Assistant Deputy Minister, Regional Development, Department 
  of Agriculture of Canada, outlining the substance of his discussions with senior 
  Canadian officials on opening an IICA/Canada Office.
	 •	 December	10,	1982:	Despatch	of	letter,	reference	no.	AE/US-1713	from	Washington		
  Office to Protocol Division, Department of External Affairs of Canada, with Aide 
  Memoire of meeting of November 17 with that Division.
	 •	 November	15-17,	1982:	Visit	to	Ottawa	by	Director	of	IICA	Washington	Office	
  Dr. Luis Montoya (IICA Representative to USA and Canada), and the Director 
  Designate of the Canada Office, Dr. Lyndon E. McLaren, for conversations with 
  the Department of Agriculture, of Canada, regarding the office and prospects 
  for securing the facilities requested; and Department of External Affairs, Protocol 



IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative Publication 79

  Division, to outline plans for opening office and to discuss question of an IICA/
  Canada Basic Agreement. (See Memoire of visit dated December 10, 1982).
	 •	 November	5,	1982:	Director	General	writes	to	Canadian	Minister	of	External	
  Affairs, reference no. OC/DG-1941, conveying IICA’s intentions to open an office 
  in Canada “in accordance with the wishes of the government, conveyed through 
  the Canada Department of Agriculture, with approval of the Board.  Letter 
  copied to Hon. Minister of Agriculture.
	 •	 November	5,	1982:	Similar	letter,	reference	no.	OC/DG-1942,	sent	to	Hon.	Eugene	
  Whelan, P.C., Minister of Agriculture, includes request for provision by Canada of 
  certain facilities and services for the office.
	 •	 October	27-29,	1982:	Second	Special	Meeting	of	the	JIA	at	which	Resolutions	
  27 and 14, relating to IICA’s Program Budget for 1983 and the Medium Term Plan 
  were approved, in which establishment of an Office in Canada was proposed. 
  (Official Documents Series #26, Report on the Second Special Meeting of JIA).
	 •	 IICA’s	Program	Budget	for	1983	was	approved	along	with	the	Medium	Term	Plan	
  in which an Office for Canada was proposed in October 1982.
	 •	 July	15,	1982:	Acknowledgment	of	letters	from	the	IICA	Office	and	advice	of	
  their transmission to the Government of Canada.
	 •	 July	14,	1982:	Letter,	reference	no.	DG/DW-903,	also	to	the	above	mission,	
  advising of the terms of the reciprocal agreement between IICA and the OAS 
  for provision of office space in Washington, D.C. and San José respective.
	 •	 June	29,	1982:	Letter,	reference	no.	DG/DW-834	from	IICA	Washington	Office	
  to Canada’s Permanent Observer Mission to the OAS, providing information on 
  IICA’s experience in establishing a national office in a member country, with 
  information on likely staffing of an IICA/Canada office, accommodation, services, 
  and approximate budget.
	 •	 April/May	1982:	The	Group	of	Five	Experts	reports.	(Report	on	IICA	by	Group	
  of Five Experts, May 1982).
	 •	 February	7,	1982:	Letter	to	the	Permanent	Observer	Mission	to	the	OAS,	
  advising of the Director General’s proposal to visit Canada April 25-27 with a re 
  quest for meetings with the Department of External Affairs, elaborating on 
  points in support of the opening of an IICA/Canada office.
	 •	 January	19,	1982:	Letter,	reference	no.	AE/US-0081	from	the	Washington	Office	
  to the Protocol Division, forwarding a copy of IICA/Mexico Agreement.
	 •	 January	19,	1982:	Letter,	reference	no.	AE/US-0081	from	the	Washington	Office	
  to the Protocol Division, forwarding a copy of IICA/Mexico Agreement.
	 •	 January	1982:	Appointment	of	a	‘Group	of	Five	Experts,	knowledgeable	in	
  agriculture and rural life in Latin America and the Caribbean, familiar with the 
  doctrine and strategy of IICA to work with IICA staff members and personnel 
  from member countries to make an analysis of the basic documents, within the 
  framework of the 1979 Convention and the projection of IICA’s work to be used 
  for future programming, taking into account the evaluations that have been 
  submitted.’ In compliance with Resolution #6 of the First Regular Meeting 
  of the JIA, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, August 10-13, 1981, Dr. James McK
  enzie of the Division of Rural Development and International Affairs 
  of the Canada Department of Agriculture served on this Group.
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1981:
	 •	 August	13,	1981:	Adoption	of	Resolution	#6	by	First	Regular	Meeting	
  of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture to designate a Group of Five Experts. 
  (Serie Documentos Oficiales No. 24).
1980:
	 •	 December	9,	1980:	The	1979	Convention	entered	into	force.	(General	Secretariat	
  of OAS Documento C17).

1979:
	 •	 March	6,	1979:	Canada	signed	the	Convention	on	the	Inter-American	Institute	
  for Cooperation on Agriculture, opened for signature at the General Secretariat 
  of the Organization of American States. (OEA Documentos Oficiales OEA Ser. A/25).
	 •	 July	11,	1979:	Canada	becomes	the	first	country	to	deposit	the	Instrument	
  of Ratification. (General Secretariat of OAS Document C17).

1978:
	 •	 May	10,	1978:	The	Board	of	Directors	of	IICA,	by	Resolution	IICA/JD/Res-13	
  (27/78), adjusts the fiscal year of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
  Sciences to coincide with the Calendar Year (January 1 – December 31). 
  (Principal Resolutions of the Board of Directors, Washington, D.C., 1973/1980. 
  Official Documents Series #19, pp. 54/55).

1975: 
	 •	 May	8	1975:	Fourteenth	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Board	of	Directors,	held	
  in Ottawa, Canada. The closing session was held under the Chairmanship 
  of the Honorable E.F. Whelan, Minister of Agriculture of Canada.
	 •	 May	6-9,	1975:	Canada	hosts	the	Fourteenth	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Board	
  of Directors of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences in Ottawa, 
  Canada. (Official Document Series #9).
	 •	 ‘Inaugural	Session	of	the	Fourteenth	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Board	of	Directors	
  and the Twentieth Meeting of the Technical Advisory Council’ held at the 
  Conference Centre, in Ottawa on May 5, 1975. The Director General analyzed 
  the support received from Canadian institutions, referring to the Canadian 
  cooperation in programs being developed by the Institute in Haiti and the 
  Inter-American Centre of Agricultural Documentation and Information (IICA-CIDIA). 
	 •	 The	Special	Committee	met	at	the	Conference	Center	in	the	City	of	Ottawa	from	April	
  28 to May 2. A work session was also held on May 1 in the Conference Room  
  of the Sir John Carling Building, Department of Agriculture. At the end of this  
  meeting, the Hon. Minister of Agriculture Mr. E.F. Whelan offered a luncheon to     
  the member participants at the Meeting. That afternoon, a visit was paid to the 
  dependencies of the Research Institutes of the Ministry.
	 •	 The	Haitian	Delegate–	Mr.	Rémillot	Léveillé,	expressed	the	satisfaction	of	his		
  Government with the efforts of IICA in Haiti. He emphasized the cooperation 
  of IICA and Canada which, in a joint effort, has helped to reorganize 
  and strengthen the agriculture sector in his country. He further stated that he 
  was most appreciative of the support offered by IICA and Canada to the Faculty 
  of Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine and in the marketing studies. 
  He expressed his thanks for the participation of IICA and of the Director General 
  personally, in the studies and implementation of the “Islands of Development”, 
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  in collaboration with the Haitian experts and with other countries. (Mr. Joseph 
  Bernard & Mr. Paul Saint Clair were also delegates at the meeting)
	 •	 May	8,	1975	Draft	Resolution	–	Vote	of	Thanks	to	the	Government	and	People	of	
  Canada (IICA/RAJD/Doc.98(14/75). The Board of Directors of the Inter-American 
  Institute of Agriculture Sciences, at its Fourteen Annual Meeting: Whereas: The 
  Delegations of the Member States attending the Twentieth Meeting of the 
  Technical Advisory Council and the Fourteen Annual Meeting of the board of 
  Directors of IICA, have received cordial demonstrations of friendship 
  and hospitality by Government authorities and the people of Canada, as well 
  as by its press, radio and television; Resolves: To express a vote of thanks to the 
  Government and people of Canada and in a special way to the Ministers and 
  distinguished officials of the Departments of Agriculture and External Affairs, 
  for the many kindnesses shown; as well as to the press, radio and television, 
  whose support contributed to the success of this Annual Meeting, truly American in spirit. 

1974:
	 •	 May	16-18,	1974:	By	resolution	#IICA/RAJD/Res-(13/74)	the	Board	accepts	
  the offer made by the Delegation of Canada to host the next regular meeting of 
  the Board in that country. (Report of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Board 
  of Directors, Caracas, Venezuela. Official Document Series #8).

1973:
	 •	 October	10-13,	1973:	Canada	participates	in	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Board	
  of Directors of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, held in 
  Santiago, Chile. (Report of the Twelfth Meeting of the Board of Directors of IICA. 
  Santiago, Chile, May 13, 1973. Official Document Series #6).
	 •	 July	1973:	IICA	Office	in	Washington	entrusted	with	the	task	of	maintaining	
  relations with Canada, in addition to the USA.
	 •	 June	10-13,	1973:	Order	in	Council	signed.	‘Order	Respecting	Privileges	
  and Immunities in Canada of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
  Sciences.’ (IICA Acuerdos, Convenios y Contratos 1/74, March, 1974).
	 •	 January	9,	1973:	Resolution	IICA/JD	Res.	3	(1/73)	of	the	Board	of	Directors	of	IICA	
  established quotas for Canada (and Jamaica) for the first time for fiscal year 
  1972-1973. (Principal Resolutions of the Board of Directors, Washington, D.C. 
  IICA Official Documents Series #19, p.42).

1972: 
	 •	 October	4,	1972:	Canada	deposits	Instrument	of	Adherence	to	the	IICA	
  Convention (General Secretariat of OAS Document C12).
	 •	 May	5-9,	1972:	The	Board	of	Directors	of	the	Inter-American	Institute	for	
  Agricultural Sciences at its Eleventh Annual Meeting in El Salvador notes that 
  Canada’s entry to the Institute has already been approved; and expresses its 
  wish that the entry should be formalized as quickly as possible. By resolution 
  IICA/JD 810/72-27 of May 8 it requires each of the delegates at the meeting to 
  advance the measures necessary for their Governments to respond to the con
  sultation which the Secretary General of the OAS has undertaken with all 
  member states regarding Canada’s reservations (on granting privileges and im
  munities as envisaged in the Convention on the Institute). (Serie Documentos 
  Oficiales #4, Junta Directiva Undécima Reuniõn Annual Resoluciones y Documentos).
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	 •	 Canada	signs	the	Instrument	of	Accession	to	the	Convention	on	the	
  Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences on February 22, 1972.
	 •	 February	22,	1972:	Canada	signed	the	Instrument	of	Accession	to	the	
  Convention on ‘The Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences’, first 
  opened for signature at the Pan American Union on January 15, 1944 
  (General Secretariat of OAS Document C12).

1952:
	 •	 Edward	Arze,	Assistant	Rural	Sociologist,	traveled	to	Mexico,	the	United	States,	
  and Canada to observe experiences in rural education and extension for about 
  two months. 

1948: 
	 •	 The	first	Canadian	student	is	registered	in	the	Institutes	training	program.
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Annex 2:
 IICA Canada Stakeholders

Government

•	 Canadian	International	Development	Agency
•	 Foreign	Affairs	and	International	Trade	Canada
•	 National	Research	Council	Canada
•	 Agriculture	and	Agri-Food	Canada
•	 Canadian	Food	Inspection	Agency	
•	 International	Development	Research	Centre
•	 Financiére	Agricole	du	Québec	Développement	International
 
Private Sector

•	 Desjardins	Développement	International	
•	 Ag-	West	Bio
•	 Canadian	Livestock	Genetics	Association
•	 George	Morris	Centre
•	 Pulse	Canada
•	 Value	Chain	Management	Centre
 
Academia

•	 McGill	Institute	for	Food	Security	
•	 Alberta	Association	for	Collages	&	Technical	Institutes
•	 University	of	Guelph
•	 University	of	Prince	Edward	Islands
•	 Carleton	University
•	 Simon	Fraser	University	
•	 University	of	Manitoba
 
Not for Profit

•	 North	American	Plant	Protection	Organization
•	 Canadian	Young	Farmer’s	Forum
•	 Canadian	Veterinary	Medical	Association
•	 Fédération	de	la	reléve	agricole	du	Québec
•	 Oxfam	Québec
•	 TFO	Canada	
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Annex 3: 
IICA Canada Publications

2010 – 2012

Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 
2011 Annual Report: Sowing Innovation to Har-
vest Prosperity. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 
2012.

IICA Technical Cooperation Strategy in Canada 2011 
– 2014: Promoting Sustainable and Competitive Ag-
riculture in the Americas. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Can-
ada. 2011.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Ag-
riculture (IICA) 2010 Annual Report: Promoting 
Competitive and Sustainable Agriculture in the 
Americas. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 2011.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agri-
culture (IICA) 2009 Annual Report: IICA Canada’s 
Contribution to the Development of Agriculture 
and Rural Communities in the Americas. Ottawa, 
Ontario: IICA Canada. 2010.
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Annex 3: 
IICA Canada Publications

IICA Canada, 2009 Risk Management Suite, 
Growing Forward Compilation. Ottawa, Ontar-
io: IICA Canada. August 2009.

IICA-DID-FADQDI 2009 Consortium Système 
de financement et d’assurances agricoles en 
Haïti	(SYFAAH)	Proposition	Spontanée	Ed	IICA-
Canada. Ottawa, Canada: IICA Canada. Octobre 
2009.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (IICA) 2008 Annual Report: IICA Canada’s Contri-
bution to the Development of Agriculture and Rural 
Communities in the Americas. Ottawa, Canada: IICA 
Canada. March 2009.

2007 IICA Canada Accountability Survey. Ot-
tawa, Canada: IICA Canada.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Ag-
riculture (IICA) 2007 Annual Report: IICA’s Can-
ada Contribution to Agriculture and Develop-
ment of the Rural Communities in the Americas. 
Ottawa, Canada: IICA Canada.

A Compilation of Recent Documents on the top-
ic of The Sharing of Costs and Responsibilities 
by Industry and Government in Animal Disease 
Outbreaks. Ottawa, Canada: IICA Canada. 2006.

2000 – 2009
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Annex 3: 
IICA Canada Publications

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agri-
culture (IICA) 2006 Annual Report: IICA-Canada’s 
Contribution to Agriculture and the Develop-
ment of Rural Communities in the Americas. Ot-
tawa, Canada: IICA Canada.

Proceedings of the IICA / PAHO International 
Workshop: “Necesidades en Cooperación Técnica 
en Higiene e Inspección de Carne”. Ottawa, Cana-
da: IICA Canada. 2006.

IICA & Canada - Six Years of a Successful Part-
nership: Consolidated Report 1995-2006. Ot-
tawa, Canada: IICA Canada.

The Contribution of IICA Canada to the Devel-
opment of Agriculture and Rural Communities 
to the Americas 2004 Annual Report, IICA Cana-
da. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 2005.

Canada: 2006-2010 Technical Cooperation 
Agenda. Enhancing Canada’s Involvement 
in the Americas through Interaction and Ex-
change. Ottawa, Canada: IICA Canada. 2006.

Canada’s Experiences with Avian Influenza. Ot-
tawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 2005.

2000 – 2009
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Annex 3: 
IICA Canada Publications

Cattle Traceability in North America. Ottawa, 
Ontario: IICA Canada. 2005.

International Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary 
Measure # 15 Proceedings of Meetings in 
Mexico, Argentina and Vancouver, IICA Can-
ada – NAPPO. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Cana-
da.2005.

North America Consulting Schools 2004 and 
2005, IICA Canada – CCAA. Ottawa, Ontario: 
IICA Canada. 2005.

Report on the Agri-Environmental Policies 
Survey in Latin America, IICA Canada – AAFC. 
Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 2005.

The Contribution of IICA-Canada to the De-
velopment of Agriculture and Rural Commu-
nities of the Americas: 2005 Annual Report 
IICA Canada. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada.

International Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary 
Measure # 15 Proceedings of Meetings in 
Mexico, Argentina and Vancouver, IICA Can-
ada – NAPPO Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 
2005.

2000 – 2009
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Annex 3: 
IICA Canada Publications

2000 – 2009

The Contribution of IICA Canada to the Devel-
opment of Agriculture and Rural Communities 
to the Americas. 2004 Annual Report, IICA Can-
ada. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 2005.

North America Consulting Schools 2004 and 
2005, IICA Canada – CCAA. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA 
Canada. 2005.

IICA and Canada: Consolidated Report 1995 – 
2001. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA Canada. 2002.

IICA and Canada: Connecting Agriculture and 
Rural Communities in the Americas. 2000 An-
nual Report, IICA Canada. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA 
Canada. 2001.

ICA and Canada: A new vision for 2002 - 2007. 
Ottawa, Ontario: 
IICA Canada. 2001.
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Annex 3: 
IICA Canada Publications

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) Annual Report for 
1999, IICA Canada. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA 
Canada. 1999.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) Annual Report for 
1998, IICA Canada. Ottawa, Ontario: IICA 
Canada. January 1999.

1990 – 1999
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1997

Intern/Expert (1997) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Ian Cushion Toward Sustainable 
Agriculture and Food 
Security: International 
information for sus-
tainable agriculture 
and organic product 

NFU, Saskatchewan Mexico (UNORCA) and 
El Salvador (Salvador-
ean Association for In-
tegrate Development 
and the Salvadorean 
Foundation for Recon-
struction and Develop-
ment).  

Agriculture Research

Andre Bellerose He analyzed the actu-
al and potential role of 
cooperatives in rural 
development in El Sal-
vador & in Paraguay 
he supported the Qui-
indy cooperative in its 
institutional modern-
ization process.  

Dairy farmer from 
the Union des Pro-
ducteurs Agricoles 
(UPA) 

El Salvador, Confedera-
cion de Federacions de 
la Reforma Agraria Sal-
vadorena & Paraguay, 
Quiindy Cooperative 

Agriculture Research

Carine Bonnardeaux Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, 
Quebec

Costa Rica, A Horticul-
tural Organization & 
IICA Headquarters 

Agriculture Research

Patrick Chagnon Farm Management Cegep Saint-
Jean-sure-Riche-
lieu, Quebec 

Costa Rica, Escuela 
Centroamericana de 
Ganaderia & IICA Head-
quarters 

Agriculture Research

Svenja Belaussoff Investigation on the 
impact of agricultural 
and economic devel-
opment in rural areas 
of Atlantic Nicaragua 

University of Guelph, 
Canada 

Nicaragua, Centro de 
Investigaciones y Docu-
mentacion de la Costa 
Atlantica and IICA Nica-
ragua 

Agriculture Research

Chantal Matar  Implication de l’activite 
proteolytique de Lac-
tobacillus helveticus 
dans la stimulation du 
systeme immunitaire 
et la regression des tu-
meurs 

School of Nutri-
tion, Food Reaserch 
Center, University of 
Moncton Argentina, 

Universidad Nacional 
de Tucuman 

Agriculture Research

Andre Palasz  In-vitro bovine pro-
duction without 
products of biological 
origin: Cryopreserva-
tion of oocystes and 
embryos 

Western College of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Sas-
katchewan 

Argentina, Universidad 
Catolica de Cordoba 
and private sector 

Agriculture Research

Annex 4: 
*
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1997

Intern/Expert (1997) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

En Min Zhou  Transferring technolo-
gies for combined 
competitive ELISA 
tests for Bluetongue 
and Epizootic Hemor-
rhagic Disease. 

AAFC, Canada  
Argentina, Instituto 

Nacional de Salud Ani-
mal, Instituto Nacional 
de Tecnologia Agropec-
uaria 

Agriculture Research

Richard Yoon Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, 
Quebec 

Costa Rica, IICA Head-
quarters & Arco Iris de 
Caribe 

Agriculture Research

Francois Meury Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, 
Quebec 

Costa Rica, Universidad 
de Costa Rica & IICA 
Headquarters 

Agriculture Research

Gustavo Moran Expanding the knowl-
edge and participato-
ry management style 
of Canadian forestry 
sustainable practices 
to the Southern Cone. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Studies, York Univer-
sity, Canada

Chile, Faculdad Forestal, 
Universidad de Concep-
cion & Uruguay, Centro 
Interdisciplinario de Estu-
dios sobre el Dessarrollo 

Agriculture Research

Robert Lazariuk  The Canada-Brazil 
Agri-Food Market Ac-
cess Facilitation Study 

Trade Policy Analyst, 
AAFC, Canada 

Brazil, public and private 
sectors, IICA Brazil 

Agriculture Research

Virginie Levasseur  Dynamics of agro-
forestry systems in 
Peruvien Amazonia, 
specifically the associ-
ation of coffee planta-
tion with food or cash 
crops

University of Laval 
Peru, 

University of Tinga-Maria Agriculture Research

Annex 4: 
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1998

Intern/Expert (1998) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Lloyd Spencer  Composting of ma-
nure and carcasses 
to prevent spread 
of poultry disease & 
Develop methods to 
measure and maxi-
mize the killing of 
animal pathogens in 
manure and carcass-
es during composting. 
Application for the 
control of poultry dis-
eases.  

CFIA, Canada Argentina, Faculdad de 
Medicina Veterinaria, 
Universidad de La Plata, 
and INTA 

Agriculture Research

Nettie Wiebe Expose Canadian 
Youth to the NFU-
UNORCA Farmer-to-
Farmer Trade Project 
with the view to hav-
ing them gain new 
skills and become 
more acquainted in 
the trade project’s fu-
ture work. 

President of NFU, 
Saskatchewan 

Mexico, UNORCA Agriculture Research

Valery Smith Opportunities for en-
hanced participation 
of women in agricul-
ture. 

S a s k a t c h e w a n , 
Canada 

El Salvador, the Salva-
dorean Association for 
Integrated Develop-
ment, Foundation for 
Reconstruction and De-
velopment.  

Agriculture Research

Carl Siemens Trade Aspects and on 
the implementation 
of farm business plans 

NFU, Saskatchewan Mexico, UNORCA Agriculture Research

Jim Orr Farmer to Camesino 
Exchange: Facing Glo-
balization Through 
Mutual Learning 
About Land Use, Pro-
duction Approaches 
and Marketting Strat-
egies.  

NFA, Canada El Salvador  Agriculture Research

Carmann Orosz Develop a farmer-
to-farmer trade ap-
proach, develop new 
skills and open areas 
for future work.  

NFU, Saskatchewan Mexico, UNORCA Agriculture Research

Annex 4: 
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1998

Intern/Expert (1998) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Carmann Orosz Develop a farmer-
to-farmer trade ap-
proach, develop new 
skills and open areas 
for future work. 

NFU, Saskatchewan Mexico, UNORCA Agriculture Research

Alain Massengo Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, Que-
bec 

Costa Rica, Escuela 
Centroamericana de 
Ganaderia & IICA Head-
quarters 

Agriculture Research

Frederic Lazure Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, Que-
bec 

Costa Rica, Escuela 
Centroamericana de 
Ganaderia & IICA Head-
quarters 

Agriculture Research

Linden Huizinga To develop a farmer-
to-farmer trade ap-
proach, develop new 
skills and open areas 
for future work.  

NFU, Saskatchewan Mexico, UNORCA Agriculture Research

Pierre Gelinas Supported local farm-
ers associations in 
their efforts to imple-
ment a farm manage-
ment center offering 
professional services 
to their members.  

UPA, Quebec Chile, La Voz del Campo 
& the Instituto Nacional 
de Investigacion Agri-
cole 

Agriculture Research

Sylvester Campbell Farmer to Camesino 
Exchange: Facing Glo-
balization Through 
Mutual Learning 
About Land Use, Pro-
duction Approaches 
and Marketting Strat-
egies.  

Nor thumberland 
Federation of Agri-
culture (NFA), On-
tario 

El Salvador Agriculture Research

Bruce Buttar Farmer to Camesino 
Exchange: Facing Glo-
balization Through 
Mutual Learning 
About Land Use, Pro-
duction Approaches 
and Marketting Strat-
egies.  

Nor thumberland 
Federation of Agri-
culture (NFA), On-
tario 

El Salvador Agriculture Research

Annex 4: 
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1998

Intern/Expert (1998) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Wayne Amos Building bridges: Link-
ing Canadian and 
Latin American Farm-
ers Organizations.  

Farmer from Sas-
katchewan 

El Salvador, the Salva-
dorean Association for 
Integrated Develop-
ment, Foundation for 
Reconstruction and 
Development and the 
Cooperative League for 
the U.S. 

Agriculture Research

Ronald Alary  Supporting local 
farmers associations 
in their efforts to im-
plement a farm man-
agement center offer-
ing profession services 
to their members.  

UPA, Quebec Chile, La Voz del Campo 
& the Instituto Nacional 
de Investigacion Agri-
cole 

Agriculture Research

Eduardo Garay  A planning frame-
work for agro-eco-
logical sustainable 
development in the 
community of Salas 
(Canadian-Peruvian 
partnership) 

Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies, York 
University, Canada 

Peru, Centro de Inves-
tigacion y Desarrollo 
Ecologico Sostenible

Agriculture Research

Humberto Monardes  A study of the variabili-
ty of milk composition 
and milk quality, as 
a first step for the es-
tablishment of a milk 
recording program 
and a milk payment 
system in Rio Grande 
do Sul, RS, Brazil.  

Department of Ani-
mal Science, McGill 
University, Canada 

Brazil, UPF, Faculty of 
Agronomy and Veteri-
nary Medicine. 

Agriculture Research

Bryan Bogdanski  Estimation of the de-
preciation of forest 
resources in Uruguay 
and Chile for use in es-
timating net national 
income and sustain-
able income

Faculty of Forestry, 
University of British 
Colombia 

Uruguay, Universidad 
Catolica 

Agriculture Research

Joni Bugden  Agricultural crop iden-
tification in Argentina 
and Canada using 
imagery from Cana-
da’s RADARSTAT satel-
lite 

University of Water-
loo, Canada 

Argentina, Universidad 
Nacional de San Juan 

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1998

Intern/Expert (1998) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Andrew Millward  Mapping and Moni-
toring Coastal Zone 
Resources: Environ-
mental Protection for 
the Island of Bequia 

University of Guelph, 
Canada 

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, SRE 

Agriculture Research

Ann Wiegers  Consultative support 
in the implementa-
tion of a Laboratory 
Quality Assurance 
Program in a Govern-
ment Animal or Plant 
Health Laboratory us-
ing ISO25.  

CFIA, Canada Argentina, Instituto Na-
cional de Salud Animal, 
Instituto Nacional de 
Tecnologia Agropecu-
aria and private sector 

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1999

Intern/Expert (1999) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

David Bujold  Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, Que-
bec, Canada 

Costa Rica, Escuela 
Centroamericana de 
Ganaderia & IICA Head-
quarters 

Agriculture Research

Benoit Bricault  Farm Management Cegep Saint-Jean-
sure-Richelieu, Que-
bec, Canada

Costa Rica, Escuela 
Centroamericana de 
Ganaderia & IICA Head-
quarters 

Agriculture Research

Jacob Thundathil  In vitro evaluation of 
the fertilizing char-
acteristics of bo-
vine sperm with the 
knobbed acrosome 
effect 

University of Sas-
katchewan, Canada 
Chile, 

Universidad Catolica de 
Chile 

Agriculture Research

Tony Weis  Trade Liberalization 
and Agriculture in Ja-
maica: Crisis and Al-
ternatives.  

Queen’s University, 
Canada 

Jamaica, St. May Rural 
Development Project 
and the University of 
West Indies

Agriculture Research

Yves Desjardins  Etude du developpe-
ment de l’autotrophie 
de plants de cocotiers 
en conditions in vitro 
et ex vitro 

Horticulture Re-
search Center, Uni-
versity of Laval, 
Canada 

Mexico, Centro de Inves-
tigacion Cientifica de 
Yucatan 

Agriculture Research

Portia Taylor  Making the certifica-
tion process more par-
ticipatory: building 
bridges between the 
Conservation Agricul-
ture Network (CAN) 
and banana farmers 
in the Caribbean low-
lands of Costa Rica. 

Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies, York 
University, Canada 

Costa Rica, Conserva-
tion Agriculture Net-
work and the Scientific 
Tropical Center

Agriculture Research

Robert Bonnell  Watershed Protection 
and Community En-
hancement via Sus-
tainable Agricultural 
Development 

McGill University, 
Montreal, Quebec, 
,Canada 

Panama, Universidad 
de Panama 

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1999

Intern/Expert (1999) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Edward Chart Application of a spa-
cial multi-objective 
land allocation model 
for prioritizing con-
servation lands in the 
Sierra Manantlan Bio-
sphere Reserve 

University of Guelph, 
Canada 

Mexico, Universidad de 
Guadalajara 

Agriculture Research

Chandara Madramootoo  Water Management 
for increased crop pro-
duction in St.Lucia.  

McGill University, 
Quebec, Canada 

St. Lucia, Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Lands, 

Fisheries and Forestry 

Luc St. Laurent  Inventaire etude de la 
distribution en com-
poses secondaires et 
evaluation des poten-
tiels agricoles des espe-
ces du genre Mucuna 
(Fabaceae) en Ame-
rique centrale. 

Research Institute on 
Agricultural Biology, 
University of Mon-
treal 

Honduras, Regional Of-
fice of the International 
Center for Tropics 

Agriculture Research

Lisa Earle  Agricultural applica-
tions of alpine peat-
land ecology in the 
Chilean Altiplano 

University of Water-
loo, Canada

Chile, Servivio Nacional 
de Geologia y Mineria 

Agriculture Research

Brent Rutherford  Forest regeneration 
and swidden agricul-
ture: fire intensity and 
ecological diversity 

Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies, York 
University, Canada

Mexico, Instituto de Eco-
logia, Xalapa, Vera Cruz 

Agriculture Research

Tracey Lue  A case study: Sustain-
able agriculture, biodi-
versity and world trade 
in Southern Chile 

Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies, York 
University, Canada 

Chile, Centro de Educa-
cion y Technologia and 
Universidad Catolica de 
Temuco 

Agriculture Research

Tony Hoggervorst  Key areas for the 
greatest impact of Ca-
nadian services and 
resources to improve 
rural economies.  

AIC, Ontario Mexico, Secretaria de 
Agricultura, SAGAR, 
Farmer organizations & 
agricultura councils of 
the states of Tlaxcala & 
Guanajuato. 

Agriculture Research

Tony Hoggervorst  Key areas for the 
greatest impact of Ca-
nadian services and 
resources to improve 
rural economies.  

AIC, Ontario Mexico, Secretaria de 
Agricultura, SAGAR, 
Farmer organizations & 
agricultura councils of 
the states of Tlaxcala & 
Guanajuato. 

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1999

Intern/Expert (1999) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Barry Fraser  Farm Management CCAA & AIC, Canada Mexico, Secretaria de 
Agricultura, SAGAR, 
Farmer organizations & 
agricultura councils of 
the states of Tlaxcala & 
Guanajuato. 

Agriculture Research

Bob Ross  Farm Management Dairy Farmer, AIC 
member 

Mexico, SAGAR, farmer 
organizations and ag-
ricultural councils of the 
states of Tlaxcala and 
Guanajuato 

Agriculture Research

Francine Bernard  Exchanging special-
ized food technology 
information between 
the FRDC and INTA; 
dissemination of info 
to stakeholders. 

Food Research De-
velopment Center, 
Quebec 

Argentina, Instituto Na-
cional de Tecnologia 
Agropecuaria

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology

Cassandra Bryant  Development and 
Assessment of New 
Communication Tools 
and Practices Using 
ICT’s for the Develop-
ing Countries Farm 
Radio Networks 

Guelph University, 
Canada 

Bolivia C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology

Tom Kemeny  Bringing ISO 14001 to 
the Chilean Forestry 
Industry 

Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies, York 
University, Canada 

Chile, Universidad de 
Concepcion 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology

Neils Holbek  Worked with farmer 
organizations and 
indigenous entrepre-
neur groups engaged 
in organic/fair trade 
and sustainable agri-
culture projects. 

British Columbia, 
Canada

Guatemala Agriculture Research

Teresa Mellish  Analyzing the roles of 
women in farm busi-
nesses & Finding op-
tions for ways farm 
women, as part of the 
rural family, contribute 
to and profit from farm 
commodity organiza-
tions in St. Lucia. 

Canada St. Lucia, Ministry of Ag-
riculture 

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 1999

Intern/Expert (1999) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Martha Robbins  Marketing and trade 
aspects of the farm 
business plan and is 
supported by both 
Canadian and Costa 
Rica Farmers Union 

NFU, Saskatchewan Costa Rica, National 
Producers Union 

Agriculture Research

Cindy Murray  Marketing and trade 
aspects of the farm 
business plan and is 
supported by both 
Canadian and Costa 
Rica Farmers Union 

NFU, Saskatchewan Costa Rica, National 
Producers Union 

Agriculture Research

John Headley   Impact of land use of 
agrochemicals on sus-
tainable groundwater 
resources 
and agri-foods in the 
Caribbean 

University of Sas-
katchewan, Canada 

Barbados, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Univer-
sity of West Indies 

Agriculture Research

Bhawan Singh  Climate Change Im-
pacts and Adaptation 
on Agriculture in the 
Caribbean: The case of 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Professor of Clima-
tology at the Uni-
versity of Montreal, 
Canada

St. Augustine Agriculture Research

Miranda Connelly  Supporting access to 
credit in rural Belize 
and Linking gender 
and micro-credit in 
rural Belize

York University, 
Canada 

Belize, Belize Enterprise 
for Sustainable Tech-
nology 

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2000

Intern/Expert (2000) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Mathieu Valcke  Verifier s’il y a possi-
bilite d’etablir un lien 
entre les concentra-
tions spermatiques 
en un moment donne 
et une exposition au 
DBCP plusieurs an-
nees auparavant.  

Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Mon-
treal, Canada

Universite National a 
Heredia, Costa Rica 

Agriculture Research

Jorge Humberto Lopez   N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Ana Augusta Rezende  N/A Brazil N/A Agriculture Research

Athanasia Bonneton  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Diego Elustondo  N/A Brazil N/A C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology

Gregg Adams  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Andre Palasz  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Gregg Adams  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Christoph Weder  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Andre Bielanski  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Klaus Nielson  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Terry Anderson N/A N/A N/A Agriculture Research

Jason Ficek  To work in the area of 
data collection and 
informatives with 
IICA-Suriname. 

Canada IICA- Suriname Youth

Stephanie Simard   N/A Canada N/A N/A
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2001

Intern/Expert (2001) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Marcelo del Campo   N/A Chile  N/A Agriculture Research

Caroline Rochon   N/A Canada  N/A Agriculture Research

Christine Durfresne Project of collabora-
tion between CRDA 
and TECPAR

AAFC, Canada Brazil  Agriculture Research

Maren Oelbermann  Production of Agrofor-
estry Systems: Linking 
Carbon Sequestration 
and Sustainable Agri-
culture in Costa Rica. 

Depart of Land Re-
source Science, Uni-
versity of Guelph, 
Canada

CATIE, Costa Rica Agriculture Research

Benoit Fontaine  Supporting poultry 
production and pro-
ductivity in Guyana

Canada Poultry Producers 
Association, Guyana 

Agriculture Research

John Headley  Evaluation of meth-
ods for measurement 
of adsorption and 
dissipation of atazine 
in agricultural soils of 
Barbados sugar cane 
plantations 

University of Sas-
katchewan, Canada 

Barbados Government 
Laboratory, Laboratory 
of the Attorney General 
of Barbados, UWI, Bel-
lairs Research Institute.  

Agriculture Research

Jean Guy LeBlanc  Study of Pepsides Re-
leased during milk 
fermentation by Lac-
tobacillus helveticus 

Départment de Chi-
mie et Biochimie, 
Université de Monc-
ton, Moncton, N.B., 
Canada 

Centro de Referencias 
para Lactobacilos 
(CERELA) and Uni-
vesidad Nacional de 
Tucumàn, San Miguel 
de Tucumàn, Argentina 

Agriculture Research

Maria Elena Carrin  Development of vir-
tual labs for training 
students in drying of 
agricultural products 

Argentina Laval University, Qué-
bec, Canada 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology

Nancy Graveline  Planification experi-
mentale d’une etude 
comparative des pro-
fils sensoriels des miels 
pasturises au Mexico, 
en Argentine (ITA) et 
au Canada (CRDA).  

Center de Recherche 
et Developpment 
sur les Aliments, St-
Hyacinthe. Quebec, 
Canada 

Mexico, ITT-Institut 
Technologique de Tux-
tepec & CIATEJ-Center 
to Recherche at Assis-
tance en Technologie 
et Dessin de l’Etat de 
Jalisco.  

Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2001

Intern/Expert (2001) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Fernando De Souza   N/A Brazil  N/A Agriculture Research

Juliana Alexander   N/A Canada  N/A Agriculture Research

Sara Boivin Chabot  Variation in coppice-
shoot growth amog 
provenances of Caly-
cophyllum sprucea-
num Benth in the Pe-
ruvian Amazon Basin.

Canada N/A Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2002

Intern/Expert (2002) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Fernandao Bernardi  N/A Brazil N/A Agriculture Research

Christine Ratti  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Dr. Randy Kutcher  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Dan Orcherton N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Maria del Carmen 
Agostini  

N/A Argentina N/A Agriculture Research

Yves Desjardins  N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Dante Mateo N/A Canada N/A Agriculture Research

Daniel Donner  Determine if there was 
a potential benefit to 
establishing a formal 
relationship between 
appropriate entities in 
Nicaragua and Mani-
toba for the purpose 
of ongoing dialogue 
on the subject of sus-
tainable agricultural 
lending policy and 
practice. 

Manitoba Agricul-
ture Credit Corpora-
tion, Canada

Nicaragua  Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2003

Intern/Expert (2003) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Adreanne Leger Development of in-
formation products 
for the Caribbean bio-
food industry

International Bio-
Food Institute (IBI), 
Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada 

International Food 
Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) Washington, DC

Agriculture Research

Judith Ledoux  Standardization and 
quality control of ex-
port agricultural prod-
ucts in Mexico in the 
context of regional 
integration  

Canada General Direction of 
Standards of Mexico 
(DGN), Mexico City 

Agriculture Research

Annie Thibault Development of CABA 
Export Club

International Bio-
Food Institute (IBI), 
Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada 

IICA Headquarters & 
IICA Jamaica 

Agriculture Research

Camilo Sanchez 
Martinez  

Molecular character-
ization of foot and 
mouth disease strains 
isolated from disease 
outbreaks in Colom-
bia

Instituto Colom-
biano Agropecuario 
(ICA), Bogota, Co-
lombia 

National Center for For-
eign Animal Diseases, 
Winnipeg 

Agriculture Research

Annex 4: 



IICA Canada’s 40th Anniversary Commemorative Publication 106

Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2004

Intern/Expert (2004) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Keith Carter  NFU- ASOPROCONA 
Mini-Vegetables

San José, Costa Rica 
National 

Farmers Union, Canada Trade and Agribusiness 

Ronny Gerado Sanchez NFU- ASOPROCONA 
Mini-Vegetables

San José, Costa Rica National Farmers 
Union, Canada  

Trade and Agribusiness 

Diego Arroya NFU- ASOPROCONA 
Mini-Vegetables

San José, Costa Rica National Farmers 
Union, Canada  

Trade and Agribusiness 

Marie – Eve Fradette  Diagnostic methods 
for the detection and 
eradication of Sarco-
cystis infection in al-
pacas in the Andes

University of Mon-
tréal, Faculty of Vet-
erinary Medicine, 
Canada 

Universidad Peruana 
Cayetano Heredia Fac-
ultad De Veterinaria y 
Zootecnia, Peru 

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Josee Doyon Andean Potato Weevil Agriculture and 
Agroalimentaire, 
Québec, Canada

INIAP, Ecuador Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Alison Beatch Conservation and De-
velopment 

York University, Dept 
of Biology, Toronto, 
Canada 

Universidad Nacional 
Autonoma de 
Honduras 

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Jean Charles Le Valle Agri-Food and the En-
vironment

Dept. of Geo & Envi-
ronmental Studies 
at Carleton U, Ot-
tawa, Canada 

Caribbean Community 
Climate Change Center, 
Belize 

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Herb Vanden Dool IISD Capacity Fair 
Trade 

Toronto, Canada IICA Office Washington, 
D.C. 

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Andre Freire Cruz  Soil Conservation and 
Sustainable Agricul-
ture 

Saskatoon, Canada Instituto de Investiga-
cione Quimico-Biologi-
cas, MEXICO

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Jerome Goulet-Fortin Agro-Forestry Quebec, Canada CIAL, Chile Sustainable Rural 
Development

Willmer Perez Barrera Tuber Diseases Diag-
nosis 

International Potato 
Center, Lima, Peru 

Crops and Livestock 
Research Center, AAFC, 
Canada 

Agricultural Health 
and Food Safety
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2004

Intern/Expert (2004) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Walter Kelly  Transfer of primary 
binding assays for the 
serological diagnosis 
of infectious diseases 
of animals

Animal Disease 
Research Institute, 
CFIA, Canada

Feria Ganadera Na-
cional Autopista 30 de 
Mayo Santo Domingo, 
D.N. Republica Domini-
cana 

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Dr. Alfonso Clavijo  Transfer and harmo-
nization of rapid di-
agnostic techniques 
for the identification 
of Foot-and-Mouth 
disease 

NCFAD, Canada CPA, Mexico  Agriculture 
Health and Food Safety

Olive Sawyers-Watt  Information and Li-
brary Science

Forestry Depart-
ment, Jamaica 

Canadian Agriculture 
Library, AAFC, Canada 

Education and 
Training

Dr. John Brohman  Family farming in the 
Americas under Neo-
liberal Globalization 

Simon Fraser Univer-
sity, B.C. 

1-Institutional & In-
ternational Relations, 
State Uni of Campinas 
(Brazil), 2-Universidad 
de Chapingo (Mexico), 
3-Nacional Agricultural 
University (Nicaragua)

Agriculture Research

Luis Alberto Pineda  Molecular character-
ization of foot and 
mouth disease strains 
isolated from disease 
outbreaks in Colom-
bia 

Instituto Colom-
biano Agropecu-
ario (ICA), Bogota, 
Colombia 

National Center for For-
eign Animal Diseases 
(Winnipeg) 

Agriculture Research

Marcos Tosi  New Info and com-
munication technolo-
gies applied to farm-
ers associations in 
Southern Brazil 

Brazil Ontario Pork, Etobicoke, 
ON, Canada

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology

Richard Heck Mitigating Land Deg-
radation in NE Brazil

University of Guelph, 
Canada 

IICA, FAO, UFRPE (Brazil)  Agriculture Research
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2005

Intern/Expert (2005) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Anne Beliveau  Impacts of deforesta-
tion on soil quality 

Université du 
Québec, Canada 

MPEG and EMBRAPA,
Brazil

Sustainable Rural
Development

Andrew Dawe  Mapping food
insecurity 

Carleton University,
Canada FLACSO,

Guatemala Sustainable Rural
Development

Allison Henderson Capacity building in 
rural community 
development 

Simon Fraser 
University,
Canada 

Instituto del Café,
Costa Rica 

Sustainable Rural
Development

Donna Junk  Bean darkening and 
winter nurseries 

University of 
Saskatchewan,
Canada 

INIFAP, Mexico Technology and
Innovation

Alejandro Marin Agriculture library
information systems 

U. de Aguascalientes,
Mexico 

CAL,
Canada

Education and
Training

Guadalupe Ramirez  Agriculture library
information systems 

UAAAN,
Mexico 

CAL,
Canada 

Education 
and Training

Fabiola Rodriguez  Mite control in
honey bees

UNAM,
Mexico 

University of Guelph,
Canada Agricultural 

Health & Food Safety 

Don Sissons  Collaboration on
pulse production

MPGA,
Canada 

Mexican Bean Council,
Mexico 

Agribusiness
Development

Todd Stewart  Collaboration on
pulse production

MPGA,
Canada 

Mexican Bean Council,
Mexico 

Agribusiness
Development 

Lauro Velazquez  Tech transfer in 
foreign animal 
diseases 

CPA/SAGARPA,
Mexico 

NCFAD,
Canada 

Agricultural Health
& Food Safety 
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2006

Intern/Expert (2006) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Clarice Lulai-Angi Avian influenza simu-
lation exercise 

CFIA Canada CIDASC, Brazil Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Joe Boison  Veterinary residues in 
meat  

CFIA Canada MAPA, Brazil Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Gilberto Nava Effects of drought on 
high value fruit trees 

University of Sao 
Paulo Brazil 

Pacific Agri-Food 
Research Centre,
CANADA 

Sustainable Rural
Development

Cynthia Patry Forestry practices of 
small producers 

Université de Qué-
bec a Montréal
Canada 

Universidade Federal do 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Sustainable Rural
Development

Kevin Tiessen Mod-eling soil erosion in
potato production

McGill University, 
Canada 

Centro de Investiga-
ciones  Agronomicas, 
Costa Rica 

Sustainable Rural
Development

James Whitestone  Environmental 
services payments

Government of On-
tario Canada

Grupo Ecologico Sierra 
Gorda, Mexico 

Sustainable Rural
Development

Inteaz Alli Food  safety and biotech-
nology 

McGill University 
Canada 

CWA, Bahamas Technology and
Innovation

Amelie Gaudin 
de Rodriguez 

Drought resistance in 
potatoes 

International Potato 
Centre Peru

Potato Research Centre, 
AAFC, 

Canada Technology 
and Innovation

David Johnston  Potato genetics and
nutritional quality

Queens University 
Canada 

International Potato 
Centre, Peru 

Technology and
Innovation
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2007

Intern/Expert (2007) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Chris Kletke  

Ian Richardson  

Mark Richards  

Leona Dargis 

Susana Fischer 

Carlos Alvarado 

Laura Espinosa 

Dr. Paul Kolodziejczyk 

Kirsten Betts  

David Oomah 

David Woods 

Karl Pauls Dry 

Parthiba
Balasubramanian 

Frederique Abreu 

Carlos Fernandez 

Young Farmers

Young Farmers

Young Farmers 

Young Farmers 

Biofumigant 

Potato Genetics  

Avocado
Nutraceuticals 

Bioproducts and
Bioprocesses

Dry Bean Breeding 

Dry Bean Breeding 

Bean Production 

Bean Breeding

Dry Bean Breeding 

Bioenergy 

Agriculture 
Innovation 

CYFF Canada  

CYFF Canada  

CYFF Canada 

CYFF Canada  

U. Concepcion
Chile 

International Potato
Centre 

CINVESTAV 

Olds College Cana-
da 

University of 
Saskatchewan 

AAFC Canada 

OCBGA 

University of Guelph 

AAFC Canada 

Brazil 

FIA Chile 

INDAP Chile 

INDAP Chile 

INDAP Chile 

INDAP Chile 

Olds College, Canada 

AAFC Canada 

AAFC Canada 

MAG Chile 

INIFAP Mexico  

INIFAP Mexico  

INIFAP Mexico  

INIFAP Mexico 

INIFAP Mexico 

AIA Canada 

CCAA Canada 

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Mike Kotelko Biogas Production Highmark 
Renewables 

CUCBA Technology and 
Innovation

Adriana Alpizar Informatics IICA Costa Rica IICA Canada Technology and 
Innovation
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2008

Intern/Expert (2008) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Washington Cardenas 

Paola Párraga 

Anne Mackenzie 

Jacques Borde 

Sharon McDonald 

Alí Inteaz 

Yireli Calvete 

Antonio Donizeti 

Dr. Chelston W.D.
Brathwaite 

Alfredo Aguilar &
Agustin Cabral 

Kevin Tiessen 

Roberto Rondón 

François Dagenais &
Abnel Pierre Desamours 

Erik Leach 

Mark Anthony Lee 

Animal Health

Animal Health 

Animal
Traceability 

Citrus Greening 

Citrus Greening 

HACCP 

Honeybee Colony
Collapse Disorder 

Trade and
Agri-Business 

Food Security 

Academic

 

Agriculture Science 

Agro-Energy 

Food Security

Young Farmer 

Young Farmer 

Escuela Superior 
Politécnica del
Litoral -EPSOL

Servicio Ecuatoriano 
de Sanidad Animal 
Diseases, Winnipeg
Agropecuaria, SESA

Canadian 
Consultant 

Universidad Poli-
técnica de Valencia, 
Uruguay

Jamaican University 
of the West Indies 

McGill University, 
Montreal, QC 

Facultad de Medici-
na Veterinaria
y Zootécnica, UNAM

IICA-Colombia 

IICA HQ 

Mexico, UAAAN 

McGill University, 
Montreal,
Quebec, Canada 

IICA Nicaragua 

Haitian Ministry of 
Agriculture 

CYFF 

Jamaica 

National Centre for For-
eign Animal Diseases, 
Winnipeg 

National Centre for For-
eign Animal Diseases, 
Winnipeg 

PANVET 

NAPPO 

NAPPO 

University of West Indies,
Trinidad and Tobago

University of Guelph, 
Canada 

Pulse Canada 

University of Ottawa, 
Canada 

CYFF 

International Potato 
Centre 

Rural Development 
Network, AAFC 

McGill University,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

IICA HQ 

CYFF, Canada 

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Agriculture Health 
and Food Safety

Repositioning 
Agriculture

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2008

Intern/Expert (2008) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Herauld Museau 

Ever Quiñones 

Enrique Strassburger 

Frederique Abreu 

Alberto Ramalho 
Andre Mendonca

Paula Arriagada 

Darell Toma 

Chris Hansen 

David Hatch 

Enrique Jacob 

Dr. Peter Williams Agro-

Young Farmer 

Young Farmer 

Young Farmer
 

Biofuels 

Bio-Safety

Food Science

New Generation of
Cooperatives 

Human Resources 

Business Risk
Management 

Food and Health 

Tourism 

Haiti

El Salvador 

Mexico 

IICA HQ 

LANAGRO, Brazil
 

Agro-aquaculture 
Nutritional Genom-
ic Centre -CGNA 

CCAA 

IICA HQ 

IICA HQ 

PAHO 

Simon Fraser 
University 

CYFF, Canada 

CYFF, Canada 

CYFF, Canada 

CYFF/Highland Feeders

International Centre for In-
fectious Disease, Ottawa 

Olds College, Canada

SOMEXAA, Mexico 

CYFF, Canada 

CYFF, Canada 

Pulse Canada 

Regional Investment 
Forum, Barbados 

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Trade and 
Agribusiness

Trade and 
Agribusiness

Trade and 
Agribusiness

Trade and 
Agribusiness

Trade and 
Agribusiness
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2009

Intern/Expert (2009) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Esteban Guevara 

Tatiana Santander 

Jamie Marie
Hooft 

Miriam Martin  

Lisa D. Dyer  

Jaime Flores  

Miguel Garcia  

Brian Bohunicky  

JeanMarie Binette  

Lion Lubin  

Wenbin Li  

Adrian Trotman  

Harmel Cazeau  

Sandra Stephens  

Peter Brackenridge  

Jonathan Boudreau  

AI surveillance 

AI surveillance 

Mycotoxins 

Biological pest control  

Greenhouse gas  

Food safety in LAC  

Food Security  

Food security  

Finan/ Credit legisl  

Financing and Credit  

Citrus pests 

Resiliency to Drought  

Food Security  

Avian disease control  

Institutional reforms  

Agriculture Risk Man-
agement 

Ave y Cons Ecuador 

Ave y Cons Ecuador 

U. of Guelph 

UNAM Mexico  

U. of Waterloo  

IICA Venezuela  

IICA Miami 

AAFC  

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Haiti 

Agriculture Bank, 
Haiti  

USDA  

CIMH- Barbados  

Haiti  

CFIA  

Private  

FADQDI  

Environment Canada  

Environment Canada  

U C Temuco, Chile 

University of Guelph  

INTA Argentina  

\AIA Banff Conference  

AIA Banff Conference 

OAS 

CIDA 

CIDA 

NAPPO  

United Nations  

McGill University  

BAHA  

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ecuador  

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Guyana  

AHFS

AHFS

Tech and Innov

Tech and Innov

Sust Mgt Nat Res

AHFS

Food Security

Food Security

Food Security

Food Security

AHFS

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Food Security

AHFS

Repositioning of 
Agriculture

Sustainable Rural 
Development
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2009

Intern/Expert (2009) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Paule Lavoie  

Marc Ferland  

Bruce Ruthley  

Leo Jacobs  

Darrell Corkal  

Pedro Cussianovich  

Michel Saumur  

Francois Dagenais  

Fabio Jimenez  

Christopher Hansen  

Robert Gonzalez  

Terry Betker  

Rob Saik  

Darrell Toma  

Martin Gouch  

Michael Bedoya  

Agriculture insurance  

Agriculture insurance  

Innovation  

Capacity building in 
Indigenous Groups  

Greenhouse 
agriculture 

Organic Agriculture  

Organic Agriculture 
certification

Food Security  

Transfer Technology 

DDG  

Reg Andean Dir  

Agriculture 
Consulting  

Agriculture 
Consulting  

Innovation  

Value Chain 
Management  

Food Security 

FADQDI  

FADQDI  

GRPC/AACTI  

Keyano/AACTI  

AAFC  

IICA HQ  

CFIA  

IICA HQ  

IICA HQ  

IICA HQ  

IICA HQ  

CCAA  

CCAA  

AACTI  

George Morris 
Institute 

IICA Canada  

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Guyana  

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Guyana  

Codesser  

Assoc Ag Fac S Cone  

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Jamaica  

CFIA  

IICA HQ  

McGill University  

AACTI  

AACTI  

AACTI  

INDAP  

INDAP  

Codesser/INDAP  

IABA  

FIPA  

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Sust Mgt Nat Res

Technology and 
Innovation

Food Security

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Sustainable Rural 
Development

Trade and Agbiz

Trade and Agbiz

Tech and Innov

Trade and Agbiz

Food Security
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2009

Intern/Expert (2009) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Vita Martez  

Abimbola Abiola  

Bruce Wallace  
Knowledge 

Water Management  

Waste Management  

Management 

SAIT/AACTI  

Olds College  

AACTI  

INDAP/IICA St. Kitts  

IICA Haiti and 
Dominican Republic 

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Jamaica  

Sust Mgt Nat Res

Sust Mgt Nat Res

Technology and 
Innovation

Annex 4: 
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2010

Intern/Expert (2010) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Haydé Azeneth 
Vergara Castaňeda 

Raquel Karina 
Cruz-Bravo 

Marie Laura Frederico 

Luis Enrique Frank 

Gregory Paul Keefe 

Elizabeth Nadurille 
Santos 

Mario Tenuta 

Marcelo Chaffer 

Yohan Perreault 

Beans and Cancer 
Prevention 

Beans and Cancer 
Prevention 

Canola Breeding

Classical Production 
Functions 

Technology Transfer in 
Dairy Industry

Coffee - Cacao Value 
Chains 

Soil Health in Potato 
Production

Dairy Technology 
Transfer 

Young Farmers

Universidad Au-
tonoma de Quere-
taro, Mexico

Universidad Au-
tonoma de Quere-
taro, Mexico

Agri Aquaculture 
Nutritional Genomic 
Center (CGNA), Chile

Facultad de Agro-
nomia - Univer-
sidad de Buenos 
Aires, Argentina 

Atlantic Veterinary 
College, University of 
PEI, Canada

Guelph University, 
Canada 

Department of Soil 
Science, University 
of Manitoba, Can-
ada

Atlantic Veterinary 
College, University of 
PEI, Canada

Féderation de la 
Relève Agricole du 
Québec 
(FRAQ), Quebec 

Agricultural Biotechnol-
ogy International Confer-
ence (ABIC) Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

Pacific Agri-Food Re-
search Center Sum-
merland, B.C. Canada 

Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

Dept of Agribusiness & 
Agricultural Econom-
ics, University of Mani-
toba, Canada

Cooperative Lechera de 
Antioquia - 
COLANTA, Colombia 

Tropical Agricultural Re-
search and Higher Edu-
cation Center, Costa Rica 

International Potato 
Institute in Lima, Peru 

Cooperative Lechera de 
Antioquia - COLANTA, 
Colombia

Exploratory mission to 
Chile 

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Technology and 
Innovation

Trade and Agribusi-
ness Development

Agricultural Health 
and Food Safety and 
Technology Transfer

Agribusiness and 
Rural Development

Sustainable 
Management of 
Natural  Resources

Agricultural Health 
and Food Safety and 
Technology Transfer

Agribusiness and 
Rural DevelopmentYan Berthiaume

Marilyn Côté

Sylviane Begin

Sylvain Dion

Benoît Martin

Magali Delomier
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2011

Intern/Expert (2011) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Fernanda Silva Fortes Molecular Markers 
for Anthelmintic Re-
sistance in the Sheep 
Parasite Haemonchus 
contortus 

Federal University of 
Paraná-UFPR in Brazil 

Institute of Parasitology 
-McGill, Canada 

- Innovation for pro-
ductivity and com-
petitiveness
- Agricultural health 
and food safety 
- Agribusiness and 
commercialisation

Dr. David Johnston 
Monje, Canada 

Microbial Ecology of 
Rhizosphere Bacteria 
in Brazilian Maize as 
Influenced by Plant 
Variety and Soil Envi-
ronment 

University of Guelph 
(Canada) 

EMBRAPA, Brazil - Innovation for pro-
ductivity and com-
petitiveness
- Agriculture, natural 
resource manage-
ment and climate 
change

Alberto Prado, Canada The Chamal, a toxic 
but also edible Cycad 

McGill University Instituto de Investiga-
ciones de Zonas Deser-
ticas, Mexico

Agricultural health 
and food safety

Monica Rubilar, Chile Study of Bioactive 
Compounds from 
Chilean Native Plants 
used in Folklore Medi-
cine 

Pacific Agri-Food 
Research Centre, Ag-
riculture 

Universidad de La Fron-
tera in Temuco, Chile

Agricultural health 
and food safety

Mateo Remonda, 
Argentina 

Reducing whole-farm 
surpluses of phospho-
rus and potassium in 
intensive livestock op-
erations: a case study 
of dairy farms 

Universidad Católi-
ca de Córdoba

University of Manitoba - Innovation for pro-
ductivity and com-
petitiveness
- Agricultural health 
and food safety 
- Agribusiness and 
commercialisation
- Agriculture and Rural 
well-being
- Agriculture, natural 
resource manage-
ment and climate 
change

Romina Livolsi, 
Argentina 

Improving health, 
welfare and milk pro-
duction affiance of 
dairy cows using yeast 
cultures – Collabora-
tive research with Ar-
gentinean students 
enrolled in agricul-
tural sciences at the 
Catholic University of 
Cordoba 

Universidad Católi-
ca de Córdoba

University of Manitoba 
Department of Animal 
Science, Canada 

- Innovation for pro-
ductivity and com-
petitiveness
- Agricultural health 
and food safety 
- Agriculture and rural 
well-being
- Agriculture and Food 
security
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2011

Intern/Expert (2011) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Maria de la Paz Sosa 
Segura, Mexico 

Chemical Charac-
terization of Seed Oil 
from Three Species of 
Genus Jatropha Na-
tive to Mexico 

CENTRO DE INVES-
TIGACIÓN EN ALI-
MENTACIÓN Y DE-
SARROLLO A.C.  

Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, Pacific 
Agri-Food Research 
Center, British Colom-
bia 

Agricultural health 
and food safety 

- Agriculture and rural 
well-being

Natalia Loaiza Velasquez, 
Costa Rica 

Study to Identify the 
Causal Agent of an 
Emerging Disease of 
Peach Palm in Costa 
Rica  

Colegio Cientifico de 
Costa Rica, sede San 
Carlos 

Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, Ottawa, 
Canada 

Agricultural health 
and food safety 
- Agriculture and rural 
well-being

Sarah Cascarino  Nationally Important 
Interdisciplinary Proj-
ects in Barbados

Macdonald Cam-
pus, Faculty of Ag-
ricultural and Envi-
ronmental Sciences, 
McGill University  

Biological and Chemi-
cal Sciences Depart-
ment, The University of 
the West

Indies - Agricul-
tural health and food 
safety 
- Agriculture and Food 
security

Thomas Dashwood

Anna Kalkanis-Ellis

Martin Legault

Dominique Murray 

Neha Paliwal

Tamara Provencher

Anne Reglain 

Margot Roux

Lara Steinhouse

Annex 4: 
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2012

Intern/Expert (2012) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Colin Laroche,  Nationally Important 
Interdisciplinary Proj-
ects in Barbados 

Macdonald Cam-
pus, Faculty of Ag-
ricultural and Envi-
ronmental Sciences, 
McGill University 

Biological and Chemi-
cal Sciences Depart-
ment, The University of 
the West Indies 

Agriculture, natural re-
source management 
and climate changeMadeline Stark, 

Clare Buchanan, 

William Dreyer, 

Julia Poetschke, 

Heather Cross, 

Marianne Roaldi, 

Paula Hincapié Montes

, Brenna Coleman, 

Christie O’Loughlin, 

Nathaniel Freeman, 

Forrest MacDonald, 

Asma Babar, 

Tamara Skootsky 

Shu-Yu Wong

Meaghan Jean Wilton Soil nitrogen transfor-
mations in complex 
agroecosystems 

University of 
Waterloo, Canada

 

INTA - Instituto Nacio-
nal de Tecnologia Agro-
pecuaria, Argentina 

Agriculture, natural re-
source management 
and climate change

Alison Regher Gross Nitrogen Min-
eralization and Im-
mobilization in a 
Temperate Maize and 
Soybean Intercrop-
ping System

University of 
Waterloo, Canada 

INTA - Instituto Nacio-
nal de Tecnologia Agro-
pecuaria, Argentina

Agriculture, natural re-
source management 
and climate change

Bernal Alberto 
Leon Rodriguez 

Real time multiplex 
PCR to detect Pestivi-
rus and African swine 
fever virus

Ministerio de Agri-
cultura Y Ganaderia, 
SENASA, LANASEVE, 
Costa Rica

CFIA, Canada Agriculture health 
and food safety
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Research and Assistance Program Participants: 2012

Intern/Expert (2012) Field of Study      Home Institution              Counterpart               IICA Strategic Area
   or Expertise                                                                  Institution 

Cristy Rocio Gonzalez 
Barrientos 

Training in Bovine 
Spongiform Diagnosis

Agricultural Minis-
try, National Veteri-
nary Service, Costa 
Rica

CFIA, Canada Agriculture health 
and food safety

Julian Reyes Velez Molecular epidemiol-
ogy of Streptococcus 
agalactiae strains 
isolated from dairy 
herds in six munici-
palities of Northern 
Antioquia, Colombia 

University of Prince 
Edward Island, 
Canada 

University of Antioquia, 
Colombia 

Agriculture health 
and food safety

Hernando Jose Fadul 
Lafaurie 

Estudio de la cadena 
productiva ovina can-
adiense y su genetica, 
como base para la 
implementacion de 
centros de pie de cria, 
orientados al mejora-
miento de lineas ter-
minales de ovinos de 
carne en Colombia. 

Federacion Nacio-
nal de Ganaderos, 
FEDEGAN, Colom-
bia 

Canadian Sheep Ex-
porters Group, CANSEG, 
Canada 

Innovation for pro-
ductivity and com-
petitiveness

Meaghan Jean Wilton Soil nitrogen transfor-
mations in complex 
agroecosystems

University of 
Waterloo, Canada

INTA - Instituto Nacio-
nal de Tecnologia Agro-
pecuaria, Argentina

Agriculture, natural re-
source management 
and climate change

Annex 4: 

* In 1996, the internship program attracted Ten (10) Canadians. Four (4) of them; En Min Zhou; Joseph Mallia; Jose 
Meza; and Svenja Belaussoff were successful for placement in LAC institutions.
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